THE BISHOP PRAYS SILENTLY

(Before every consecration he prays facing east.) Let us ask of the Lord God the Pantocrator, Father of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ, to pour upon me the virtue of His goodness which has been granted to the Twelve. I, Your servant (Name ) son of the apostles, and preacher in the world like all my fathers, with the honor of Your Only Begotten Son Jesus Christ, who came to the world and was incarnate of the Virgin Mary and by the baptism of our Savior and His life-giving passion on the cross, which He accepted of his own free will, and by His holy resurrection, do ask that you grant every understanding, every wisdom, every compassion, and the honor of the right hand of fellowship upon Your servant ( Name ) whom I am calling for the mission, the service and consecration of the priesthood. Make me worthy, with him, for the portion reserved for Your Saints’ through Christ Jesus our Lord, to whom is due all glory, honor, majesty and worship, now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

THE BISHOP PRAYS SILENTLY

(Before every consecration he prays facing East.)

THE ORDER OF ORDAINING PSALTOS

(CHANTER)

BY

HIS HOLINESS POPE SHENOUDA 111
طقس رسامة الأبصالتس
The candidate stands before the sanctuary door (without wearing the tunic), following the Reconciliation prayer.

Those who nominated him make a Metania on his behalf in the front of the sanctuary door and before the Bishop who stands before the altar.

O God our Lord, who raised Heman and Asaph to chant in Your Holy places , and granted David the prophet to chant with psaltry and harp and the ten lyre (Psalm 150:3), You said: Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings You have perfected praise (Matthew 21: 16).

You established praise in Your Holy Church , and Your people worship You with psalms , chants and spiritual songs. We ask You O Lord, to give Your grace to Your servants so they may do the work of the psaltos in Your Holy Church , and may they may sing unto You: hymns , chants and spiritual songs from their hearts to the Lord.

Through the grace, compassion and love of mankind o Philanthropisc one, which comes from your only Begotten Son our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

LORD HAVE MERCY ( KYRIE ELYSON)

Our God, who commanded us by the prophet David’s mouth saying: Praise ye the Lord , sing unto the Lord a new song (psalm 149:1), Praise ye the Lord for it is good to sing praises unto our God; for it is pleasant and fitting to praise Him (psalm 147:1)

We ask You, O Lord , to give Your servants the grace of praise and chanting in the Holy Church. Grant them the ability to chant unto You with understanding , so they may chant from the depth of their hearts in the spirit of prayer and worship. Grant that they may serve you with all their hearts , by filling their mouths with praise and singing Your hymns. Accept their chants as a sweet savor before You.

Remove from them the spirit of pride, showiness and boasting Make them good servants , through the grace and compassion of Your Only Begotten Son, our Lord , God and Savior Jesus Christ, who is worthy with You to receive glory, honor, majesty and worship , now and forever and unto the ages of ages . Amen.

LORD HAVE MERCY ( KYRIE ELYSON)

The Bishop then crosses him with the cross three times (without laying his hand on him), uttering his name as he crosses him saying:

(Name) psaltos in Holy Church of God ,In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. One God. Blessed be God the Father the Pantocrator. Amen

Blessed be His Only Begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete. Amen.

THE OGHNOSTOS (READER)

أغنسطس
This picture illustrates the care that is given to make sure the stole (zunnar band) is placed on the Oghnostos in the proper

manner, thus forming a cross. It is a demonstration of the importance of ancient Christian symbolism in even the smallest detail.

THE ORDER OF ORDAINING OGHNOSTOS

(READER)

ترتيب إفامة الاغنسطس
The candidate stands before the sanctuary door (without wearing the tunic) following the Reconciliation prayer.

Those who nominated him make a Metania in his behalf in front of the sanctuary and before the Bishop who is standing before the altar.

The candidate bows his head while the Bishop then asks a question of those who nominated him:

Do you claim that he is worthy for this rank in truth?

They answer and say: Yes our father, he is worthy.

After this the Bishop then takes a pair of scissors to cut the hair of the candidate making five crosses, resembling the five wounds of our Lord Jesus Christ; one in the middle of the head, and four in the corners of the head, in the name of the Holy Trinity.

The Bishop raises incense and prays the Thanksgiving prayer. He then looks toward the West and prays:

We ask and desire, our Master Lord God the Pantocrator, to accept, Your servant ( Name ), reader in Your church. Grant him Your truth and reverence in his worship of You. Make him worthy to touch the vessels and be an honored reader before You, and to gain Your compassion along with those who have pleased You from the beginning.

You are merciful in Your will toward us, and unto You is due all honor and worship from all people, O Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

Then the Bishop looks toward the East and prays:

O God who is generous and great in Your gifts, who granted Your church the various ranks for Holy service, and Your servant whom You have called to be a reader, graciously fill him with every wisdom and understanding to read Your divine saying. [continued I

Protect him from error in his worship. Perfect him in Your talents by Your mercy through Your Only Begotten Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever unto the ages of ages, Amen.

The Bishop looks toward the West, holding the jaws of the ordained, saying:

O the Great Lover of man, Philanthropic One, who holds all in his hands, and pours his Spirit on everyone, through whom everything exists by his command, shine now on Your servant ( Name ) who stands before You to be taught from Your holy sayings, the old and new testaments, preaching Your commands to Your people and teaching Your pure words, through which is the salvation of their souls.

Yes O Lord show him Your way. Enlighten his heart with the light of Your commandments. Grant him a humble heart, so that he may read and learn in order to edify his listeners. Glory and honor to Your kingdom, O Father, Son and Holy Spirit, for all times now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

The Bishop looks West, holding the jaws of the ordained, saying:

O Master Lord God, the Pantocrator, who foreknew his chosen ones in all the world and called them as You did with Ezra, Your servant, granting him wisdom to read Your laws to Your people. Now, You have chosen Your servant ( Name ) who is ordained a reader, grant him wisdom and the spirit of prophecy to read Your holy words to Your people in an unblemished fashion.

Through the grace and love of mankind, the philanthropy that is from Your Only Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, to whom is due all glory now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

The newly ordained kisses; the altar, the Bishop’s hand and the priests’ hand and partakes of the Holy Communion. Then the archdeacon reads the following commandment:

My son, this is the first rank of the priesthood that you have received. You ought to learn every chapter in the Holy Books, for they are the very Breath of God, which have been entrusted to you so that you will preach them to the people. This is a great act.

You have to be as an illumined light on a towerhouse so that you may fill and satisfy your congregation with your readings. Do not be lead into temptation, but remember always the words of the Lord saying:

<Let the reader understand>.

When the people see your good growth and progress, they may recommend you for the higher rank, and be proud of you always, through Christ Jesus our Lord, to whom is due all glory now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

A COMMANDMENT TO BE READ TO THE DEACON

AND HIS PARENTS

وصية للشمامسة ووالديهم
Know this my blessed, beloved, and gracious Christian Orthodox son. This fruitful branch that comes from pure origin has many rooted virtues. May God grant you and your parents great blessings.

Our Lord, glory be to Him always, now and forever unto the ages of ages, has granted to your son a free gift, from his graciousness and goodness through the Holy Spirit. He has become worthy to accept this grace and continue in the deacon ship along with his co-laborers in this service. He is honored to read the meaning of the apostolic books, the gospels and hymns to the people in the Church of God and to sing praises and to serve at his holy altar.

Labor O blessed son to obedience and labor O blessed father, with the goal of disciplining him to gain a clear conscious. Teach him well as a wise and experienced father while he is young. Teach him early in what is suitable for this service which he has been elevated to by urging him to receive the inspiration of the books, both the scientific and practical. And also teach him the true meaning of the canonical laws.

Let him know, according to his understanding, what he has received from this grace which enlightens his mind and senses, so it can dictate to him all knowledge and spiritual wisdom. Assure him of the great privilege he has received. Grant him to serve God in purity so he may reach maturity. Teach him good works and commit him to fast Wednesdays and Fridays, and to follow the required fasts for the benefit of all Christian people. Make sure he attends the church to participate spiritually in the service of prayer, qorban and the liturgy.

When he grows and chooses to marry, let him marry only one wife and choose her from parents who are holy and worshippers, to help him run his house and take care of his children in a good

orthodox manner for he is a witness to integrity when managing the Church of Christ the Master. [continued I

The Commandment to the deacon concludes:

If he can abstain purely and be armored with celibacy (virginity), do not force him into marriage, carrying its earthly responsibilities. Be aware of the trustworthiness of his sayings and guard him against being too moody. Try not to make little of his privacies in the open. Do not neglect him, otherwise his teachers and sponsors will be responsible for him before the Lord. Supply him, with the Lord’s goods and benefits.

Do not allow him to drink liquor, because it is the source of much evil and may cause one to be cast away from the kingdom of the Creator. Try deligently to teach him the best of good deeds. Watch for yourself all of his doings, and encourage him to perfect his faith.

Do not depend on anyone else to do him good, because you are his witness, so you may clear and free yourself of the metanias you have made on his behalf and to be saved from this responsibility.

May the Lord God help you and your son, and all the congregation by his divine power to fulfill this commandment and the church’s commandment. Bring him up in a good and blessed manner, while supplying him with every spiritual knowledge and understanding that comes from the Holy Spirit.

May God grant him strength and make him the most humble servant, promoting him along with the honored and faithful witness Stephen the archdeacon and head of the martyrs.

May God help you in what you have accepted unto yourself in fulfilling what you have heard, through the intercession of the One who intercedes, and all those who have pleased the Lord with their good works, now and forever, and unto the age of ages, Amen.

THE ORDER ORDAINING THE SUBDEACON

لأجل إقامة الأيبودياكون 
The candidate stands bowing his head and kneeling before the altar (without wearing the tunic). Those who nominated him also bow and kneel with him in front of the Bishop who stands before the altar. The Bishop raises incense and prays the Thanksgiving Prayer. He then says the following prayer looking toward the East:

O Lord, God of powers who brought us forth to share a portion of this service, You who search the hearts and give wisdom to man, hear us through Your great mercy and purify us from all the faults of the flesh and spirit. Remove our sins and faults like You remove clouds and smoke . Fill us with the divine power and grace of Your Only Begotten Son and the acts of Your Holy Spirit.

Make us worthy for the service of this new convenant, so we can, worthily bear Your Holy Name, and serve Your divine mysteries through the priesthood. Do not allow us to take part in any transgressions but rather take away our sins, and grant us, O Master, not to make any errors, but rather give us the true understanding so we may speak accordingly and come close to Your altar.

Receive unto yourself the subdeaconship of Your servant ( Name who stands here awaiting Your heavenly gifts, for You are good and plenteous in mercy, for all those who call upon Your Holy Name.

For you are all powerful along with Your Only Begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

The Archdeacon then says:

May the grace which perfects what we have caused by pour weakness through your goodwill O God the Father and The Holy Spirit dwell on the son whose name has been mentioned for this rank of subdeaconship in the Holy Church of God, which was saved from the hardships and tribulations.

Let us all ask for the Holy Spirit to come upon him by praying:

LORD HAVE MERCY.

The Bishop looks toward the East and prays:

Yes, O Lord, make him worthy for the calling of subdeacon, so that in worthiness and through Your love to man, he may worship and serve Your Holy Name and altar, and find mercy before You, O God.

And unto You is due all glory with Your Only Begotten Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the age of ages, Amen.

The Bishop looks toward the West, holding the jaws of the ordained, praying:

O Master, Lord God the Pantocrator, who was revealed in the tent of testimony, decorating the sanctuary to preserve the holy vessels. We ask You now our King, to shine your light on Your servant (Name) who was presented to become subdeacon by those who attested him. Fill him with Your Holy Spirit, to stand at the sanctuary door and light the house of Your prayers. Plant him in Your church as a fruitful olive tree, always gaining righteous fruit, through Your grace, now and forever and unto the age of ages, Amen.

The Bishop looks toward the altar, praying:

Look O Lord on our service and purify us from every fault. Send Your grace on Your servant (Name) so that he may be worthy to continue in his subdeaconship without fault, becoming victorious through your mercy along with those who pleased You from the beginning. For the mercy is in your good will, and unto You is due all honor and worship from all peoples, O Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the age of ages, Amen.

Then the Bishop crosses the forehead of the candidate with his thumb saying:

We call you in the Holy Church of God. Amen.

The Archdeacon says:

(Name ) subdeacon in the Holy Church of God. Amen.

The Bishop says: We call you ( Name ) subdeacon in the church of Name ) in the city of( Name): In the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

The Bishop looks toward the East, then crosses the candidate three times saying:

We thank You O Master the Pantocrator, for every condition and in all conditions. We bless You and glorify Your Holy name, for you have done great acts in our behalf

You have poured Your blessings on your servant ( Name ), and we ask and entreat you to be pleased in dwelling through Your grace on the subdeacon ship of Your servant ( Name ) because of Your love toward mankind. Grant him the reverence and purity to become perfect in every work of service, and gain patience through the compassion of Your only Begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom is due all glory now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

Glory and honor to Your Holy name, O Father, Son and Holy Spirit, One in essence. Peace and edification to the Holy Orthodox Church. Amen.

Then he kisses the hand of both the Bishop and the priest, and partakes of the Holy Communion (No hands are to be laid on him).

The Archdeacon gives the commandment:

My son, you have been entrusted with a good rank, the subdeacon ship. Whatever is commanded of you, do. Be a follower and a helper to the deacon. Assist the priest and the deacon in the service. Watch the doors of the Church, which is the House of God. Do not permit any cattle or dogs or heretics to enter. During the Holy service when the deacon says; “No catechumens are to stand in the Church, nor a non partaker to receive the Holy mysteries,” be sure to guard the Church safely for you have been entrusted to touch the Holy vessels that are used in the Holy service.

For this know the value of the honor and the gift which have been given to you as the wise and trustworthy servant who fulfilled the will of His Master with all his effort so as to receive the fruit of the high calling through Christ Jesus our Lord, for whom is due all glory and honor, now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

THE ORDER ORDAINING A DEACON

من أجل إقامة شماسا
The priest must proclaim that the one chosen to be deacon, is

worthy for this service. Then, a Bishop is brought forth forth to support the claim for him.

The candidate stands (without wearing his tunic), before the altar and the bishop, and kneels on his right leg on the altar steps. The Bishop, then raises incense and prays the thanksgiving prayer.

The Bishop, looks toward the East and prays:

O’Lord God of powers who brought us forth to share a portion in this service, who searches the hearts and gives wisdom to man, hear us through your great mercy and purify us from all the faults of the flesh and the spirit. Remove the cloud of our sins and the smoke of our faults . Fill us with Your divine power and the grace of Your Only Begotten Son as well as the acts of Your Holy Spirit. Make us worthy of this service of the new covenant, so we can, bear Your Holy Name, in a worthy manner and serve Your divine mysteries through the priesthood.

Do not allow us to participate in any transgressions but rather blot out our sins, and grant us, O Master, to be faultless and grant us the true understanding to speak accordingly and come close to Your Holy altar. Receive unto Yourself the deaconship of Your servant who stands here awaiting Your heavenly gifts, for You are good and Plentious in mercy for all those who call upon Your Holy Name.

For You are powerful along with Your Only begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

The Archdeacon declares the following:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ that perfects what we have caused by our weaknesses, through Your good will O God the Father and the Holy Spirit, dwell on who entered the holy altar with reverence and fear, prostrating and elevating his heart to You, O who resides in heaven, waiting for Your heavenly gifts, to be promoted from the subdeaconship to the deaeonship in the holy church 

Let us all pray so that the gift of the Holy Spirit dwell on him, by praying; LORD HAVE MERCY.

The Bishop looks toward the West and lays his right hand upon the head of the ordained and says:

O Master Lord God the true Pantocrator, keeper of His covenant, who is rich in everything toward those who call upon him. Hear us when we call upon You to shine Your “face” on Your servant (Name) for he has been nominated to the deaconship. Fill him with the Holy Spirit, wisdom and strength, as You filled Stephen the first of the deacons and head of martyrs, the one who endured suffering like Christ. Ornament him with Your grace, and raise him to be a servant for Your Holy altar. And if he serves as it pleases You in the manner entrusted to him, without blemish or sin, may it be so that he is found worthy of a better and higher rank. For grace is not given by our hands but rather visits us with Your mercy which is rich and is given to whomever is deserving.

As for myself, purify me from every transgression, and save me from my sins, through the grace of Your Only begotten Son our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, for whom is due all glory and honor now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

The Bishop looks toward the altar in the East, and prays:

Yes, O Lord, make him worthy for the call of deaconship, so that in worthiness and through Your love to mankind, he may worship and serve Your Holy Name and altar, and find mercy before You. For all mercy and compassion are through You, O God. And unto You is due all glory with Your Only begotten Son and the Holy spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

The Bishop looks toward the East and prays:


Look O Lord on our service and purify us from every fault. Send Your grace down from heaven upon your servant, so that he may be K worthy to continue in Your service without fault and become victorious through Your mercy along with those who have pleased You from the beginning. For the mercy is in Your good will. And unto You is due all honor and worship from all peoples, O Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

The Bishop looks toward the West and crosses the candidates forehead with his thumb, saying:

We ordain (Name) deacon for the altar of the Holy Orthodox Church in the city of (Name); In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

We call you (Name) in the Holy Church of God. Amen.

The bishop then crosses the candidate’s forehead three times (representing the Holy Trinity), and looks toward the East and prays:

We thank You, 0 our Master the Pantocrator, for every K condition and in all conditions. We praise you and glorify Your Holy K Name, for You have done great and wonderful deeds for us.

We ask and entreat Your goodness, 0 Lover of man, the K Philanthropic One, to hear us through Your mercy and be pleased by the laying of hands upon Your servant and through the dwelling of K Your Holy Spirit upon him. Fortify the chosen call with purity and K grace by Your goodness, for You called us with Him to the Good work and to gain the benefits of the talents, so we may receive the reward of  the wise and honest govennor, along with all who have done Your will since the beginning of time, at the presence of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ, for whom is due all glory and honor now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

The bishop looks West and places the band (zunnar) on the left shoulder of the ordained, saying:

Glory and honor to the Holy Trinity, One in essence, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Peace and edification to the one Holy, catholic and
apostolic
Orthodox
Church
of God.
Amen.

A SERMON FOR THE DEACON

My son, you have been entrusted with this service. You must abide in what was commanded of you for you are one of the children of Saint Stephen, the first deacon . God calls you to visit His people, the widows, the orphans and those who are in tribulations. Help as many as you can, and give unto those who are in need. Be an example to all for they watch your good works and will follow your way. Be faithful to God and be sure to follow the Bishop and the priest, while informing them of those who have hardships so they may pray for them and visit them. Honor your fathers in Christ, the priests who are higher in rank so that you will be blessed and deserving of the saying: 

<My Father honors those who serve Me.>

And Saint Paul says; that those who serve honestly in their rank, shall have their faith increase greatly in Christ Jesus our Lord You must understand and fully appreciate the value of the honor that has been granted you of holding in your hands the True and Holy Blood of the Son of God, that has been given for the salvation of the world. Glory and honor to our God and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Bishop then blesses the deacon and gives him of the Holy Mysteries. He then makes the sign of the Cross while putting his hands on his head three times, as the people say:

AXIOS, He is Worthy (three times).

Then they depart in the peace of the Lord.

This concludes the ordination of the deacon in the peace of the Lord. Amen.

THE ORDER ORDAINING THE ARCHDEACON

من أجل رئيس الشمامسة
The Bishop prays the following:

0 Master the Lord God, the Great and Merciful, You are great in Your goodness and compassion. Through Your Only Begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord, You have raised the heavenly Jerusalem and become the Head of everything in heaven and likewise in the earth also. You gave all the orders and laws to the church so as to serve all the ranks of the priesthood without blemish.

Deacon:
Pray PROSEVEKSASTE

Bishop:

You now, our King, Philanthropic One, Lover of man, accept the supplications of we sinners, and send the grace of Your Holy Spirit on Your servant (Name) who has been called for the archdeaconship, by those who bore witness for him. Make him worthy to be an archdeacon for Your holy church. Make him as one of the seven servants whom the apostles raise, Stephen the first of the deacons and the first of the martyrs. Fill him with strength and understanding as Stephen the archdeacon in Your holy church. Let him serve; bloodless, pure and rational sacrifices, and hold the honored Blood for the unblemished Lamb, Your Only begotten Son.

May he serve the orphans, help widows and take care of the worshipers, by teaching the illiterate, convict the beginners and reproach the transgressors, bring back the prodigal, manage the clerics and serve the sojourners.

May he ask what ought to be acceptable, and be an example for the whole church, so that he may be brought to a better rank yet. May he find grace before everyone, for this grace was not given by the laying of the hands of sinners, but is granted by Your mercy which is rich and is given to those who are deserving.

Deacon:
Pray PROSEVEKSASTE

Now also, our King, we ask and entreat of You O Gracious Lover of man, the Philanthropic One, for the sake of Your servant (Name), make him worthy of the call of the archdeaconship by the dwelling of Your Holy Spirit opon him.

As for me also, I ask you to purify me from all transgressions, and to Save me from my sins, through Your Only Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, for whom is due all glory and honor, now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

This concludes the ordination of the archdeacon in the peace of the Lord. Amen.

PRIESTHOOD HAS CERTAIN MISSION:

كاهن (قس)
A.
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came for a witness, to hear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. (John 1:6,7).

Note:

1.
John’s service was to bear witness of the Light.. (John 1:6)

2.
To make ready a peope1 prepared for the Lord.. (Luke 1:17. Mark 1:2-4)

B.
Go therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.. (Matthew 28:19,20)

Go into all the world, 511(1 preach the gospel to everyone..

(Mark 16:15).

Note:
Certain Missions were assigned to the disciples.. Preach, teach, baptize.

The above is an excerpt from the book: Comparative Theology by H.H. Pope Shenouda III.

A PLEDGE OF COMMITMENT FOR THE NEW PRIEST BY

H.H. POPE SHENOUDA III

تعهد الكاهن الجديد
I, (Name), the unworthy, who is called for the grace of the priesthood on the Holy altar of the One Holy, catholic and apostolic Orthodox Church of God of (Name), in the City of (Name), the beloved of Christ.

I pledge before God, the Lord of lords, and the Shepherd of shepherds, and before His angels and saints, and before my father His Holiness Pope Shenouda III, and before my father, the Bishop Abba (Name), and the Priest, (Name) and all of the clergy and all of the people:

-
To be steadfast in the Holy Orthodox Faith till the last breath.

-
To respect the canons of the Holy Church of God.

-
To keep all Traditions, Rites, religious customs and teachings.

I will make every effort to teach the people the true faith, and lead them in a holy and righteous life, and to be an example for them in every good deed.

I pledge to love the flock (parish), and deal with the people in compassion and wisdom, and with pastorly care, being concerned for them in every respect to the very best of my abilities.

I will search for the prodigal and try to return him. I will gather in the scattered flock of God. I will not ignore the incapacitated, the rejected, or those who have no one to remember them. I will be patient and long suffering in dealing with all people, and will not show partiality to a chosen group, but be equally concerned for all.

I pledge to put Christ and His Church before everything else. 1 will stay away from the love of money and loving the bigger portion. I will not boast over the people nor will I ever neglect them or overburden them. 1 will not order them against the commandment of the Lord, and will never reject the penitent when he returns to the church but will serve him.

I pledge to submit to the hierarchy of the priesthood represented in the person of His Holiness the Pope and Patriarchal head of the Church, along with His co-laborers in apostolic ministry, the Fathers; the Metropolitans and the Bishops. To them will I give my respect and honor to their dignity.

I ask the Lord to grant me strength through your prayers so that 1 may fulfill all the duties of this great office of the honorable priesthood with honesty and integrity.

Pray for me and my fathers and brothers, the Saints. A metania for all of you.

THE ORDER OF ORDAINING A PRIEST

لأجل سيامة قسيس
The priests have to bear witness, to the dedication of the person who is to be ordained to the priesthood. They must testify to his good works and his knowledge of the Word of God and his ability to teach it. lie must be found to be; meek, comforting and compassionate. His marriage has to be in accordance with the church canons. If he is not ordained a deacon, then he has to be ordained a reader, a subdeacon and then a deacon, and receive the blessing of the priestly ordination the following day.

He is presented wearing the clerical garment (the black robe) with the stole (zunnar) on his left shoulder and standing before the altar. A priest stands along side the bishop, while the candidate kneels before the altar. The bishop proceeds to pray the Thanksgiving prayer, then raises the incense and prays the following prayer, while looking toward the altar:

O Lord, God of powers, who allowed us to have a portion in this service, who searched the hearts and granted understanding to mankind, hear us through Your plenteous mercy and purify us from even,’ blemish of the flesh and of the spirit. Remove the cloud of our sins and the smoke of our faults. Fill us with Your divine power, with the grace of Your Only Begotten Son and with the acts of the Holy Spirit. May we be worthy of the ministry of this new covenant and the honor of carrying Your holy Name and serving the Holy Sacraments of Your priesthood.

Do not allow us to participate in transgressions, but rather blot out our sins and grant us, O Master, to be faultless. Give to us true wisdom to speak what is good when we approach your Holy altar.

Accept unto Yourself the fullness of the priesthood that is for Your servant (Name) who stands here awaiting Your heavenly gifts, for You are good and plentious in mercy toward all those who have called upon Your Holy Name.

For You are all powerful along with Your Only begotten Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

The Archdeacon then says:

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ accompanied by Your good will, O God, perfect what we have caused by our weakness along with the acts of the Holy spirit, dwell upon Your servant, who enters Your Holy altar in fear, reverence and meekness of heart. He kneels before You, who dwells in the heavens and awaits Your heavenly gift, so he may be elevated from the deconship to the priesthood in the church of (Name) and by its Holy altar. Let us all ask so that the Holy Spirit will come upon him. Amen.

The Bishop looks toward the East and prays:

Yes, O Lord, make him worthy for the calling of the priesthood, so that, in worthiness and through Your love for mankind, he may

worship and serve Your holy Name and altar, and find mercy’ before You, O Holy God.

For all mercy and compassion are through You O God. And

unto You is due all glory with Your Only Begotten Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

The Bishop looks toward the West, places his right hand upon the head of the ordained and prays:

O Master, Lord God, the Pantocrator, The One who created all things by His divine Word and cares for everyone and who is always looking to expand His Holy Church in the abundance of both words and deeds. We ask You to look upon Your servant (Name), who has been presented to become a member of Your Priesthood by attestation.

Fill him with Your Holy Spirit and the grace and wisdom to lead Your people with purity of heart even as You looked upon the needs of Your people in ancient times and commanded Your servant Moses to select elders, that You filled with the Holy Spirit who proceeded from You alone.

Deacon:
Pray

The Bishop continues praying:

Yes, O Lord, we ask You to hear us and to keep us in Your grace that comes from the Holy Spirit. Grant the newly ordained the Spirit of wisdom and the ministry of healing that his words and deeds will instruct Your people to live and to worship You in purity, meekness, humility and righteousness. May he teach the Holy Faith and renew Your people in the manner of the new birth, both that of the water and the Spirit.

As for me O God, I ask You to purify me from all transgression and to save me from my self through Your Only Begotten Son, our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ, with whom You are glorified. blessed and exalted above measure with the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

The Bishop again looks toward the altar and says:

Look down upon us and our service to You, O God, and purify us from all guile. Send Your Heavenly grace upon Your humble servant that he may be found worthy to pursue Your Holy priesthood as You have established it and without any deviation. Permit him to profit from Your mercy as You have with all those who have pleased You from the very beginning. This is the great mercy that exists within Your divine will. And it is unto to You that we offer honor and worship from all, O Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

The Bishop looks toward the West and draws the Cross on the forehead of the ordained and declares:

WE CALL YOU IN THE HOLY CHURCH OF GOD. AMEN.

The Archdeacon cries out and says:

Name )Priest at the Holy altar of the Holy, catholic and apostolic Church of God, in the city of ( Name ), beloved of Christ.

The Bishop proclaims:

WE CALL YOU ( Name ) PRIEST TO THE HOLY ALTAR OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH, IN THE NAME OF THE HOLY TRINITY, FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT, AMEN.

AXIOS, He is worthy

The Bishop draws the Cross three times on the forehead of the ordained, dresses him in the sacred vestments and says:

Glory and honor to the All Holy Trinity; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Peace and edification to the Holy Church of God. Amen.

The Bishop looks toward the East and prays:

We thank You O Master, Father Almighty, the Pantocrator for this condition. We glorify Your Holy Name for You have done great things in our behalf and granted Your servant the richness of Your gifts. We ask and entreat You, O Master to hear us according to Your great mercy.

May It please You that Your servant is ordained and will be strengthened by the descent of Your Holy Spirit upon him. And may this choice be purified through the grace of Your divine goodness. Make us all worthy along with the newly ordained, to work deligently and to multiply the profits of the talent You have given to us so we may receive the reward of the honest and wise judge as have all those who have done Your Will from the beginning. This we await at the appearance of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ, the One who is glorified with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

SERMON FOR THE PRIEST

Know the extent of this call to the priesthood, O son, to which you have been found worthy. You have been appointed to teach and to dispense the great mysteries of the new covenant. You ought to do so by teaching all the good deeds by your example as well as by your words.

Remember the council of St. Peter the Apostle:

“And the presbyters which are among you I exhort, who am also a presbyter, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker in the glory that shall be awarded. Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly, not for filthy llucre, but of a ready mind, neither as being lords over God’s heritage but being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, you shall receive a crown of glory that fades not away (1 Peter 5:1-4).”

Therefore act accordingly with the talent you have been entrusted with so as to return it double fold, so you may be rewarded in the manner of the honest and wise steward. Gather the people to teach them the word, as a mother teaches her children, so that you with those who hear you can be saved. Go in peace, the Lord be with you.

COMMANDMENT FOR THE PRIEST (after consecration).

Know this O blessed son: May God support you in what He has called you to, and grant you success as He did for His saints. Glory be to our Master Jesus Christ, who, has chosen you to serve Him and numbered you among His priests, elevating you from the deaconship to the priesthood and entrusting you with the life-giving mysteries. Listen carefully to all that will be said in this commandment and you shall gain the forgiveness of sins. Know the extent of this grace which you have been granted and the perfect gift that you have received. From now on, you are worthy to address the Lord, as an intercessor in His Holy of Holies, the place of the forgiveness of sins for the people. Work not for the food which perishes but for the food that remains forever. [commandment continues]

Do not be slow in acquiring the spiritual virtues as long as the spirit is in the body, so you may grow in good deeds. God will enlighten your soul by His illumined Light so that you will be a good example in conduct and by good works; in great and little things, both publicly and in private. Flee from the evil of money which is the origin of all evil works. Beware of gluttony and drunkenness, for both darken the enlightened mind. Stay free of envy, quarreling, resistance, aggression, ungodliness, and boasting. Also stay free of gossiping, malice, favoritism, and hypocrisy. Do not be double faced, nor covetous for it is written that the priest has to be <blameless>.

Do not discipline assault by hand, but through the love of God. Love everyone with all your heart and soul. Be adorned with righteousness, mercy, purity, meekness, contentment, humility, patience, endurance, and calmness

Be steadfast in the Orthodox faith of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who is the foundation cornerstone of all our beliefs, and through whom Christians are saved. Enlighten yourself by reading and learning with diligence all the concepts of the church. Treat God’s people with compassion and serve them with skillfulness. Follow in this manner so you may reach the place of righteousness, and flee from suffering and wrath.

I command you to the greatest and most important commandment, that is to love. It is the foundation of Christianity. You are to love all truly with a clear conscious.

Be alert and cautious when distributing the life-giving mysteries of the Lord to make certain it is done according to church rules and the commands of the Apostles. Do so earnestly and eagerly among every conceivable effort to achieve them. Be sure to know that the Cherubim and the Seraphim are standing fear and trembling.

Be aware of the extent of the Sacrifice in your hands, it is Christ Emmanuel, who gave himself for you and all of us. Know without question that you are breaking His fleshly parts. You are holding your hands, the one whom Simeon the priest held in honor and glory. And the cup is truly His Blood shed for our sins, by which He saved all of the captives. This Blood caine forth to us form His Divine side after He commended His Spirit on the cross, He is the true Vine.

Truly this sacrament is a great mystery. This is the Holy Body and the Precious Blood by which all creation is saved. This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, and draws all people to unto Himself, He the True Light. [commandment continues]

Commandment for the Priest concludes:

Guard this treasure as the Cherubim guards the tree of Life. Be very cautious and careful, to be saved form all evil Do not give the mysteries to any partaker unless he/she has good and pure conduct. Restore the one who goes astray, lest he/she dies and you are held accountable. The whole world will not be equal to even one atom of their lives which may be lost as a result of your negligence.

In dispensing the sacraments, do so in order, calmness, tranquillity, caution, and carefulness. Show the Holy vessels once, twice, or even three times to one with clear eyes and assure cleanliness so that your ministry may be acceptable, your intercession honored, your prayers beneficial, and so that the grace of God remains with you always. May the Lord God, who is the head of the Church, giver of all honors, establish the priesthood on earth as it is in heaven. May he help you, support you and confirm you by His strength to assume this service all of your life. May He bless you and bless others through you. May He allow you to be enthroned with the 24 spiritual priest, and permit you to hear the happy voice that says:

“Enter into the joy of your Master and inherit the kingdom prepared or you since the foundation of the world”. May He forgive all of our sins and transgressions on judgment day.

Through the intercession of our Lady of Theotokos, the Holy Virgin Saint Mary, whose intercession are acceptable at all times and by our honorable witness and Apostle, St. Mark the Evangelist, along with our masters the Patriarchs, Bishops, and all the martyrs and Saints who have pleased the lord by their good deeds now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

If the newly consecrated is a monk, the following is to be read:

Receive those who come to you confessing their sins, as you have been trained for this act. The holy canon says; that if the priest refuses a confessor he is to be banished from the congregation. St. James tells the confessor and the one confessing, that this is a responsibility and a duty, saying ‘Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another” (James 5:16)

The priest is therefore to serve as a confessor to the people of God

For he who brings back the sinner from his wicked path, saves a soul from death and covers a multitude of sins. You must take unto yourself an experienced, wise father, that will teach you how to give the proper medicine and ointment as befits the pain and the wounds, lest you put eye medicine on the foot, where it will not benefit but will result in weakening the limb and may cause the sick to perish because of lacking proper treatment.

Inquire concerning the age, habits, desires and strengths, as a kind and compassionate Father. Be clam and friendly to all who come for your care according to the medicine required until they get cured of their illness and become whole.

May you be the spiritual ship which carries the blessings to the port of salvation. May you be enlightened spiritual teacher who promotes his learners to increase levels of devotion, so that you may be worthy of multiplied rewards. And May God grant you an abundance of heavenly goodness. Amen.

The ordained kisses the altar, the Bishop, and the priests. He then partakes of the Holy mysteries after the Bishop breathes in the mouth of the newly ordained saying:

I ACCEPTED UNTO ME A SPIRIT.

The Bishop puts his hand over the ordained three times while all the people proclaim:

AXIOS, HE IS WORTHY. (Name) presbyter of the Holy

catholic apostolic Orthodox Church in the city of (Name) which loves Christ. [This is repeated three times]

THE SACRIFICES AND THE PRIESTHOOD

إيغومينوس (قمص)
The blood sacrifices symbolized the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. The principle of sacrifice was not abolished in the New Testament, but in fact still stands, though we have now taken it in the spiritual sense instead of literally.

Thus the altar continues to remain in Christianity, though not for blood sacrifices, but “For Christ, our Passover lamb,” who “has been sacrificed for us.’ (1 Cor. 5:7).

The priesthood similarly was not abolished, but changed from being the priesthood of Aaron, to a priesthood in the order of Melchizedek, from a priesthood that offered blood sacrifices, to a

priesthood that offered bread and wine.

The Bible says: “Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High...” (Gen. 14:18). St. Paul explained that this priesthood was better than that of Aaron, and that Melchizedek was similar to the Son of God (Heb. 7:3,11). And he cites as evidence the prophecy of the Psalm:

“You are a priest for ever, in the order of Melchizedek. (Heb. 7:17, Psalm 110:4).

The apostle said: “.. when there is a change of the priesthood, there must also be a change of the law.” (Heb. 7:12).

So Christiamty did not abolish the law or the prophets. What has happened is that whatever is meant to be taken literally in the law, still stands the same, but what was symbolic, we now understand in its symbolic form. The Old Testament remains, but the Lord Jesus removed the veil from people’s minds so that believers began to see with spiritual eyes. (2 Cor. 3:14-16)...

BY H. H. POPE SHENOUDA III

THE ORDER OF ORDAINING THE HEGOMEN

(ARCHPRIEST)

رسامة القمص
He is must be selected from the clergy. Wearing his black robe he kneels before the Bishop who stands before the altar. The Bishop then prays the Thanksgiving prayer and raises incense, while the people respond, saying: LORD HAVE MERCY

O Lord, God of powers, who allowed us to have a portion in this service, who searched the hearts and granted understanding to mankind, hear us through Your plenteous mercy and purify us from every blemish of the flesh and the spirit. Remove the cloud of our sins and the smoke of our faults. Fill us with Your divine power and with the grace of Your Only Begotten Son and with the acts of the Holy Spirit. May we be worthy of the ministry of this new covenant and the honor of carrying Your holy Name and serving the Holy mysteries of Your priesthood.

Do not allow us to participate in transgressions, but rather blot out our sins and grant us, O Master, to be faultless, and give to us true wisdom to speak what is good when we approach your Holy altar.

Accept unto Yourself the full hegomenship that is for Your

servant (Name) who stands here awaiting Your heavenly gifts, for You are good and plentious in mercy toward all those who have called upon Your Holy Name

For You are all powerful along with Your Only begotten Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

LORD HAVE MERCY ( KYRIE ELYSON) (three times).

The Bishop looks East and Prays:

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which perfects our insufficiency through the good will of God the Father and the Holy Spirit descend on (Name), who enters with fear and reverence to the altar, lifting his heart unto You, O God who dwell in heaven while awaiting Your heavenly gift so he may be elevated from the rank of presbyter to the rank of hegomen in the church of (Name) in the city of (Name). Let us all ask for the grace of the Holy spirit.

Congregation responds saying: AMEN (three times).

The Bishop looks toward the East and prays:

Yes Oh Lord, make him worthy for the call of the hegomenship, through Your goodness. Oh Philanthropic One, may he deserve Your Holy Name, worship You and Serve Your Holy altar. Having mercy before You, for all mercy and compassion are existent in you, Oh God, and unto you we offer glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever an unto ages of ages. Amen.

The Bishop looks toward the West, placing his hands on the head of the ordained, and praying silently:


OH Master Lord, God the Pantocrator, Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, who knows everything before it happens, You have chosen Your servant (Name) so he may become a father and guide to Your servants, these who are living here in the place of Your Holy Name. For this we ask and entreat You, O Philanthropic One, to look upon him and bless him, to purify him through the descent of wisdom and through Your Holy Spirit, so that he may be blameless day and night.


Grant him, O Master; a generous Spirit (Psalm 50:12), meekness, love, patience and goodness, so he may please You with all good deeds. Make him an example before those whom he disciples, and make sure he practices what he preaches. Allow him to teach Your commandments and to be concerned with the purity, love and holiness of your people that they may be presented blameless unto Christ, the heavenly Groom. And may his good works be an acceptable and pure sacrifice, thus fulfilling the scripture: Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify Your father in heaven (Matthew 5:16).

The Bishop looks toward the alter in the East and prays:

Peace be with you all.

Look unto us and our service, purify us from all pollution. Send Your grace from heaven upon this your servant, so he may be worthy through Your life, to perfect his priesthood without blame. May he gain Your mercy along with all those who have pleased You from the beginning of time.

And unto You we offer honor and worship, from all your people, Oh Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

The Bishop looks toward the West and draws the sign of the cross on the forehead of the ordained with his thumb, and proclaiming:

WE CALL (NAME) HEGOMEN IN THE HOLY CHURCH OF GOD. AMEN.

Archdeacon says:

(name) hegomen on the Holy altar of the Holy catholic and apostolic Church of God in the city of (name).

The Bishop draws the sign of the cross on the forehead of the ordained saying:

(Name) hegomen on the Holy altar which we mentioned, for the Orthodox in the city of (Name). In the Name of the father and the Son and the Holy spirit: Peace and edification unto the Holy Church of God. Amen.

The Bishop looks toward the East and prays:

We thank You Oh Master the Pantocrator, for every condition and in every condition. We bless and glorify Your Holy Name, for You did great things, and poured out your talents upon Your servant. We ask and entreat You, O Master, to hear us through Your great mercy, and be pleased with the ordination of Your servant as hegomen, by the descent of Your Holy Spirit upon him. We ask and pray to You, Oh Master, to hear us and verify the call of this archpriest in purity, grace and goodness.

Permit us along with him, to receive the rewards of the wise steward, as have all those who have fulfilled Your will from the beginning and who wait the coming of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ.

He kisses the altar, the Bishop and the priest. They resume the divine liturgy.

The ordained then partakes of the holies from the bishop. Then this commandment is read to him:

Know this O son, as you have been entrusted with the rank of hegomenship which comes from the Lord. Be of great interest in your teaching and demonstrate it by your good works Teach your people well for you will give an account to God according to the apostolic teachings. Watch for the souls of your people and guide them by your example even more than by the preaching of good words.

Approach the sinner, as the apostolic rules says, in meekness and friendship. Suffer with them when they hurt, for they are your limbs. Be alert and cautious not to allow the example of the fox who does harm to the sheep. Defend the Word in truth and perfect the scripture that says:

We that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, an not to please ourselves.’ (Romans 15:1).

If it is the will of God, we too desire to hear the words:

“Well done, you good and faithful servant: you have begun faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things: enter into the joy of Your Lord” (Matthew 25:21). 

THIS CONCLUDES THE ORDINATION OF THE HEGOMEN IN PEACE OF THE LORD. AMEN.

RELEASING THE ZUNNAR

حل زنار الشمامسة
of the consecrated deacon

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

صلاة الشكر
PRIEST:

Let us give thanks to the beneficent and merciful God, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, for He has covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to Him, spared us, supported us, and has brought us to this hour.

Let us also ask Him, the Lord our God, the Pantocrator, to guard us in all peace this holy day and all the days of our life.

DEACON:

Pray.
Prosevexaste.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, we thank You for every condition, concerning every condition, and in every condition. For You have covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to You, spared us, supported us, and have brought us to this hour.

DEACON:

Pray that God have mercy and compassion upon us, hear us, help us and accept the supplications and prayers of His saints, for that which is good, on our behalf, at all times, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Therefore, we ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, grant us to complete this holy day, and all the days of our life, in all peace with Your fear.

All envy, all temptation, all the work of Satan, the counsel of wicked men and the rising up of enemies, hidden and manifest, take them away from us, and from all Your people, and from this church and from this holy place that is Yours.

But those things which are good and profitable do provide for us, for it is You Who have given us the authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and upon all the power of the enemy.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, by the grace, compassion and philanthropy , of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him, and the Holy Spirit, the Lfe-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

Then the PRIEST proceeds
and puts incense (5 tunes) in the vessel crossing the incense ‘s drawer,

THE VERSES OF THE CYMBALS

أرباع الناقوس
On Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, start by:

O come, let us worship the Holy Trinity; the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit;

We, the Christian people, for this is our true God.

We have hope in Saint Mary, that God will have mercy upon us, through her intercessions.

On all other days, namely; Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, start by:

We worship the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the Holy and co-essential Trinity.

Hail to the church, the house of the angels. Hail to the Virgin, who gave birth to our Saviour.

Then continue by:

Hail to you, O Mary, the fair dove, who brought forth unto us God the Logos.

Hail to you, O Mary; a holy hail. Hail to you, O Mary, the Mother of the Holy.

Hail to the Cherubim. Hail to the Seraphim. Hail to all the heavenly orders.

Hail to John the great forerunner. Hail to the priest, the cousin of Emmanuel.

Hail to my lords and fathers, the apostles. Hail to the disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Hail to you, O martyr. Hail to the evangelist. Hail to the apostle, Mark, the beholder-of-God.

Hail to Stephen, the first martyr. Hail to the blessed archdeacon.

Hail to you, O martyr. Hail to the courageous hero. Hail to the victorious martyr, my lord the prince, George.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Saint Mary, O Lord, grant us the forgiveness of our sins.

That we may praise You, with Your good Father, and the Holy Spirit, for You have come and saved us: have mercy on us.

HE PRAYER OF INCENSE 

OF THE PAULINE EPISTLE

صلاة بخور البولس
PRIEST:

O God the Great and the Eternal, without beginning and without end, great in His counsel and mighty in His works, Who is in all places, dwells with every one. Be with us also, our Master, in this hour and stand in the midst of us all. Purify our hearts and sanctify our souls. Cleanse us from all sins which we have done willingly and unwillingly and grant to us to offer before You rational sacrifices and sacrifices of blessing,

DEACON: Pray for our sacrifice and for those who bring it.

PRIEST:

and a spiritual incense entering within the veil in the holy place of Your holies. And we ask You, O our Master, remember O Lord ... (as in the offering of incense.)

THE HYMN OF THE CENSER

لحن المجمرة 
This censer of pure gold, bearing the aroma, is in the hands of Aaron the priest, offering up incense on the altar.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come * and saved us.

Tai shori en noob en katharos: etfai kha pi aromata: et khen nen iii en Aaron p1 owib:

ef tali no esthoinoofi epshoi ejen pi ma en ershooshi.

Ten oo-osht Emmok:

O
Pi Khristos: nem Pek Yot en Aghathos:

nem pi Pnevma Ethowab: je ak ee* ak soti emmon (nai nan).

1- TIMOTHY 3:8-10

Likewise the deacons must be serious, not doubletongued, not given to too much wine, not greedy of dishonest gain: holding the mystery of the faith in a clear conscience. And let these also first be proved: and let them serve in the office of a deacon, being found blameless.

The Grace of God the Father be with us all, Amen.

TILE HYMN OF THE TRISAGION

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who rose from the dead and ascended into the heavens, have mercy upon us.

Agios
O The-os: Agios
Ees-shiros Agios
Athanatos;
O ek
 Partheno gennethis: eleison imas.

Agios O Theos: Agios Ees-shiros; Agios Athanatos: O stavrothis di imas: eleison imas.

Agios O Theos: Agios Ees-shiros: Agios Athanatos: O anastas ek ton nekron: ke anelthon ees tons ooranoos: eleison imas.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now, and always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. O Holy Trinity, have mercy upon us.

Doxa Patri ke Eio: ke Agio Pnevmati: ke nm ke a-ee: ke ees toos e-onas ton e-onon: Amen: Agia Trias; eleison imas.

PRIEST:

Pray.


Eshlil.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

Epi prosevki stathite.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.


Irini pasi.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

Ke to pnevmati soo.

THE PRAYER FOR THE GOSPEL

أوشية الانجيل 
PRIEST:

O
Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said to His saintly, honoured disciples and holy apostles, “Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things which you hear and have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear. May we be worthy to hear and to act according to Your holy gospels through the prayers of Your saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the holy gospel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Remember also, O our Master, all those who have bidden us to remember them in our supplications and prayers which we offer up unto You, O Lord our God.

Those who have already fallen asleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all.

And to You we send up the glory, and the honour and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You. Now and at all times and unto the age of all ages Amen.

DEACON:

A psalm of David.

PSALM 134:1,2 (Psalm 133:1,2 - Coptic)

Behold, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, who by night stand in the house of the Lord. Lift up Your hands in the sanctuary and bless the Lord. Alleluia

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the holy gospel.

PRIEST:

Blessed be He who comes in the name of the Lord.

READER:

Bless, O Lord, the reading of the holy gospel, according to ....

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, O Lord.

READER:

Our Lord, God, Saviour, and King of us all, Jesus

Christ, Son of the Living God, to Whom is glory

forever.

JOHN 17:24-26

Father, I will that they also whom you have given me will be with me Where I am; that I may behold my glory which you have given me, for You have loved me before the foundations of the world. O Righteous Father, the world has not known You, but I have known You and these disciples have known that You have sent me And I have declared unto them Your Name, and will declare it: that the love wherein You have loved me, may be in them and I in them.

Glory be to God Amen

READER:

Glory is due to our God to the age of all ages.

Amen

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, O Lord.

The congregation now sings the Gospel response appropriate to the season,

Then the ending is said:

Blessed is the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, the perfect Trinity: we worship Him and glorify Him.

Je ef-esmaro-oot enje ef Yot nem ep Shin:

nem pi Pnevma Eth​owab: ti Trias etjik evol: ten oo-osht Em​mos ten ti 0-00 nas.

PRAYER FOR PEACE

أوشيه السلام 
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodngss, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the peace of Your one, only, holy, catholic and apostolic church.

DEACON:

Pray for the peace of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Orthodox church of God.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

That which exists from one end of the world to the other, all peoples and all flocks do bless; the heavenly peace send down into our hearts; even the peace of this life also, graciously grant unto us. The king, the armies, the chiefs, the counselors, the multitudes, our neighbours, our coming in and our going out, adorn them with all peace.

O
King of peace, grant us Your peace; for You have given us all things. Acquire us unto Yourself,

O
God our Saviour, for we know none other but You, Your holy name we do utter. May our souls live by Your Holy Spirit, and let not the death which is by sins have dominion over us, we Your

servants, nor over all Your people.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRAYER FOR THE FATHERS

أوشيه الآباء
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, our patriarch, the honoured father, the high priest, Abba ...,

DEACON:

Pray for our high priest, Papa Abba ... pope, patriarch and archbishop of the great city of Alexandria, and for our Orthodox bishops.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

In keeping, keep him unto us for many years and peaceful times, fulfilling that holy high priesthood, with which You have entrusted him, from Yourself, according to Your holy and blessed will; rightly defining the word of truth; shepherding Your people in purity and righteousness.

And all the Orthodox bishops, hegomens, priests and deacons and all the fullness of Your one, only, holy, catholic and apostolic church.

Grant them and us peace and safety in every place. Their prayers which they offer on our behalf, and on behalf of all Your people, as well as ours on their behalf, do receive upon Your holy, heavenly and rational altar as a sweet savour of incense.

All their enemies, seen and unseen, trample and humiliate under their feet speedily. As for them. keep them in peace and righteousness in Your holy church.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRAYER FOR THE CONGREGATIONS

أوشيه الاجتماعات 
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic

One, remember, O Lord, our congregations. Bless them.

DEACON:

Pray for this holy church (monastery) and for our congregations.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRIEST:

Grant that they may be unto us without obstacle or hindrance, that we may hold them according to Your holy and blessed will. Houses of prayer, houses of purity, houses of blessing, grant them unto us, O Lord, and Your servants who shall come after us forever.

The worship of idols, utterly uproot from the world. Satan and all his evil powers, trample and humiliate under our feet speedily. All offenses and their instigators, abolish. May all dissensions of corrupt heresies cease.

The enemies of Your holy church, O Lord, as at all times, now also humiliate. Strip their vanity, show them their weakness speedily. Bring to naught their envy, their intrigues, their madness, their wickedness and their slander which they commit against us. O Lord, bring them all to no avail; disperse their counsel, O God, Who dispersed the counsel of Ahithophel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Arise, O Lord God, let all Your enemies be scattered, and let all that hate Your holy name flee before Your face.

But let Your people be in blessing thousands of thousands and ten thousand times ten thousands doing Your will.

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honour, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver Who is of one essence with You, now and at all times, and utito the age of all ages. Amen.

THE ORTHODOX CREED

قانون الإيمان 
CONGREGATION:

We believe in one God, God the Father, the Pantocrator, Who created heaven and earth, and all things seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all ages; Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten not created, of one essence with the Father, by Whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary, and became Man. And He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose from the dead, according to the scriptures, ascended into the heavens; He sits at the right hand of His Father, and He is coming again in His glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom shall have no end.

Yes, we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Life-Giver, Who proceeds from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets.

And in one holy, catholic and apostolic church. We confess one baptism for the remission of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the coming age. Amen.

The Bishop prays:

O God, our Lord, Philanthropic One, who alone grants peace and blessing, and gives strength to the prophets, patience to the saints, who gave grace to Stephen the archdeacon and who made David a king and gave wisdom to Solomon. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, to make Your servant worthy of the deaconship. Bless him and confirm him. Permit him to serve You in Your Holy altar and keep him in the worthiness of the call.

Enlighten him with Your divine light which is beyond description. Through his ministry for the Master, Jesus Christ, our Savior, may he truly be a son of grace. Regenerate him once again through the reading of the divine books and the Gospels to Your people in the Church of God.

Allow him to praise You and grant that he is steadfast in Your Holy Orthodox Faith. Make him worthy, O God to hold the chalice, the divine cup, through which forgiveness is granted to those who are pure and blessed who will partake from it. Perfect him in the rank of Stephen, the archdeacon to the very end of all time.

We ask through the intercessions of our Lady, the Virgin Saint Mary, and through the great martyr Saint Stephen the honorable archdeacon, and through Saint Mark, the Evangelist and inspired writer of the Gospel and through the angels and archangels. We pray through the fathers, the prophets, the apostles, the blessed martyrs and all other saints along with all those who have pleased You with their good works in every generation now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

A COMMANDMENT TO BE READ TO THE DEACON

AND HIS PARENTS

وصية للشمامسة ووالديهم
Know this my blessed, beloved, and gracious Christian Orthodox son. This fruitful branch that comes from pure origin has many rooted ‘virtues. May God grant you and your parents great blessings

Our Lord, glory be to Him always, now and forever unto the ages of ages, has granted to your son a free gift. from his graciousness and goodness through the Holy Spirit. He has become worthy to accept this grace and continue in the deaconship along with his co-laborers in this service. He is honored to read the meaning of the apostolic books, the gospels and hymns to the people in the Church of God and to sing praises and to serve at his holy altar

Labor O blessed son to obedience and labor O blessed father, with the goal of disciplining him to gain a clear conscious. Teach him well as a wise and experienced father while he is young. Teach him early in what is suitable for this service which he has been elevated to by urging him to receive the inspiration of the books, both the scientific and practical. And also teach him the true meaning of the canonical laws.

Let him know, according to his understanding, what he has received from this grace which enlightens his mind and senses, so it can dictate to him all knowledge and spiritual wisdom. Assure him of the great privilege he has received. Grant him to serve God in purity so he may reach maturity. Teach him good works and commit him to fast Wednesdays and Fridays, and to follow the required fasts for the benefit of all Christian people. Make sure he attends the church to participate spiritually in the service of prayer, qorban and the liturgy.

When he grows and chooses to marry, let him marry only one wife and choose her from parents who are holy and worshippers, to help him run his house and take care of his children in a good orthodox manner for he is a witness to integrity when managing the Church of Christ the Master. [continued]

If he can abstain purely and be armored with celibacy (virginity), do not force him into marriage, carrying its earthly responsibilities. Be aware of the trustworthiness of his sayings and guard him against being too moody. Try not to make little of his privacies in the open. Do not neglect him, otherwise his teachers and sponsors will be responsible for him before the Lord. Supply him, with the Lord’s goods and benefits.

Do not allow him to drink liquor, because it is the source of much evil and may cause one to be cast away from the kingdom of the Creator. Try diligently to teach him the best of good deeds. Watch for yourself all of his doings, and encourage him to perfect his faith.

Do not depend on anyone else to do him good, because you are his witness, so you may clear and free yourself of the metanias you have made on his behalf and to be saved from this responsibility.

May the Lord God help you and your son, and all the congregation by his divine power to fulfill this commandment and the church’s commandment. Bring him up in a good and blessed manner, while supplying him with every spiritual knowledge and understanding that comes from the Holy Spirit.

May God grant him strength and make him the most humble servant, promoting him along with the honored and faithful witness Stephen the archdeacon and head of the martyrs.

May God help you in what you have accepted unto yourself in fulfilling what you have heard, through the intercession of the One who intercedes, and all those who have pleased the Lord with their good works, now and forever, and unto the age of ages, Amen.

The prayer below is followed by AXIOS, He is worthy:

Gather O spiritual fathers and beloved Orthodox brethren. Let us rejoice and be glad with glorifications and spiritual chants in the Holy Church, for God has granted us our beloved brother, a blossoming branch that is fruitful in God’s Church, serving in a pleasing and good manner, for God has granted him this great honor and rank.

Our God has chosen the honored deacon (Name) and created him to be in the rank of Saint Stephen, the archdeacon so he may serve his sanctuary and His Holy altar.

The children of this Church rejoice today for God has raised a blessed plant in his vineyard and a co-laborer for the altar service. You are now deserving of this great grace our beloved and honored deacon (Name). AXIOS, You are worthy.


Rejoice and be glad O blessed brother deacon (Name), servant of the Master Jesus Christ, by the laying on of the fatherly hands and the accepatance of the Holy breath. You have become a blessed sanctuary for the Holy Spirit as the Bishop was entreating the Lord from His Holy altar, saying: ‘Shine the light of Your face upon this Your servant who bows his head before Your Holy altar. Fill him with every spiritual wisdom so he may be elevated to the rank of deaconship “ And immediately, the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete descended upon you and you became worthy to share this rank in the company of Saint Stephen. AXIOS, You are worthy.

The honored and pure father, Saint John the Evangelist, testified concerning the Holy words brought forth from the Master’s mouth: If any man serve Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve Me, him will My Father honor. (John 12:26)

Now you are in this honorable rank, which is even greater than that of the Levitical priesthood of ancient times when only perishable sacrifices were offered. You are serving in the rank of deaconship which is established after the example of Saint Stephen in the Holy’ Sanctuary, and with the pure altar upon which the Holy Body’ and the honored precious Blood of our Savior the Creator of us all is placed. on it.

You are worthy to hold the Holy chalice through which all of God’s creation may’ be saved by your hands. AXIOS, He is worthy.

We ask of our Master Jesus Christ, the chief of all who grants the honors, to raise this brother to a virtuous and pious manner of life. May He protect him with His illumined angels, in peace and fill him with every heavenly grace. May He set away all his evil deeds and bring his servant to fullness; maturity and success. May he be like a fruitful tree filled in abundance with the fruits of grace, honor and virtue.

May he be worthy to be elevated to the rank of the Holy priesthood, O God, and we ask that you help him to be fruitful in fulfilling the duties of this honorable service.

Through the intercessions of the Holy Virgin Lady, Saint Mary, Theotokis and the Holy archangel Michael and all the ranks of the illumuned heavenly hosts. And through the supplications of our masters the Holy Apostles, and Saint Stephen, the archdeacon, along with the Anchorite hermits may we conclude our prayers by glorifying the Holy’ Trinity, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen. Amen. Amen.

This concludes the releasing of the zunnar of the consecrated deacons. Glory be to our Lord forever. Amen.

The Foundation Cornerstone of a new Church.

ما يجب قراءته عند إرساء الحجر الأول
A Small Wooden Box has to contain the following:

1. The Holy Bible (old and new testament).

2. A cross made of wood, silver or brass.

3. The currency of the year.

4. The newspaper of the day.

5. Official report recording the following:

a.
Date, year, month and day.

b.
Name of saint which the church is to built, holding his/her name.

c.
The ruler or president at the time.

d.
The patriarch, the metropolitan, the bishop, the priest and the nobles who attended.

e.
The name of the country and city.

All is then wrapped in a linen cloth, put in the box and is locked.

The priests , deacons and the congregation carry the box before the bishop , while praying: Ten-ou-eh enthok

THE HYMN OF TEN OU EH ENTHOK

We follow You: with all our hearts: and fear You. and ask for Your face O God, do not abandon us.

But deal with us according to Your covenant and according to the abundance of Your mercy, O Lord, guide us.

May our prayers O Our Master ascend up to You as offerings of bullocks, and of fattened calves

Do not forget the covenant that You had made with our fathers Ahraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Israel Your holy one.

Bless the Lord, all people, the tribes and all tongues. Praise Him and glorify Him: exceedingly forever.

Then the patriarch or bishop takes the box and placeS it in the assigned place,
which is at the entrance of the middle sanctuary . He then says the following:

We place the blessed foundation for this holy church on the name of saint (Name).

In the Name of the Father , the Son and the Holy Spirit , One God.

Blessed be God the Father the Pantocrator. Amen.

Blessed be His Only begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord . Amen.

Blessed be the Holy Spirit , the Paraclete . Amen. Glory and honor , honor and glory , unto the All Holy Trinity.

PRIEST:

Have mercy on us, O God, the Father, the Pantocrator. All-Holy

Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, God of the powers be with us, for there is no helper in our afflictions and our needs but You.

CONGREGATION:

Our Father Who art in heaven; hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our bread of the morrow, and forgive our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

In Christ Jesus, our Lord.

For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

PRIEST:

Let us give thanks to the beneficent and merciful God, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, for He has covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to Him, spared us, supported us, and has brought us to this hour.

Let us also ask Him, the Lord our God, the Pantocrator, to guard us in all peace this holy day and all the days of our life.

DEACON:


Pray.
Prosevexaste.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O
Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, we thank You for every condition, concerning every condition, and in every condition. For You have

covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to You, spared us, supported us, and have brought us to this hour.

DEACON:

Pray that God have mercy and compassion upon us, hear us, help us and accept the supplications and prayers of His saints, for that which is good, on our behalf, at all times, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Therefore, we ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, grant us to complete this holy day, and all the days of our life, in all peace with Your fear.

All envy, all temptation, all the work of Satan, the counsel of wicked men and the rising up of enemies, hidden and manifest

take them away from us, and from all Your people, and from this church and from this holy place that is Yours.

But those things which are good and profitable do provide for us, for it is You Who have given us the authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and upon all the power of the enemy.

And lead us riot into temptation, but deliver us from evil, by time grace, compassion arid philanthropy3, of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God arid Saviour, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, time dominion, arid the adoration are due unto You, wit/i Him, arid the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now (mid at all flumes, (mild unto tile age of all ages. Amen.

Then tile PRIEST proceeds and puts incense (5 fillies) in time vessel crossing the incense ‘s drawer.

While time PRIEST offers incense, the congregation sings “the Verses of time cymbals” 

THE VERSES OF THE CYMBALS

أرباع الناقوس
On Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, start by:

O come, let us worship the Holy Trinity; the Father, the Son and the HoIy Spirit;

We, the Christian people, for this is our true God.

We have hope iii Saint Mary, that God will have mercy upon us, through her intercessions.

On all other days, namely; Wednesday, Thursday, Friday arid Saturday, start by:

We worship the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the Holy and co-essential Trinity.

Hail to the church, the house of the angels. Hail to the Virgin, who gave birth to our Saviour.

Then continue by:

Hail to you, O Mary, the fair (love, who brought forth unto us God the Logos.

Hail to you, C) Mary, the fair (love, who brought forth unto us God the Logos.

Hail to you, C) Mary; a holy hail. Hail to you, O Mary, the Mother of the Holy.

Hail to Michael, the great archangel. Hail to Gabriel the angel-evangel.

Hail to the Cherubim. hail to the Seraphim. Hail to all the heavenly orders.

Hail to John the great forerunner. Hail to the priest, the cousin of Emmanuel.

Hail to my lords and fathers, the apostles. Hail to the disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Hail to you, O martyr. hail to the evangelist. Hail to the apostle, Mark, the beholder-of-God.

Hail to Stephen, the first martyr. Hail to the blessed archdeacon.

Hail to you, O martyr. Hail to the courageous hero. Hail to the victorious martyr, my lord the prince, George.

GENESIS 28:10-22

من سفر التكوين لموسى النبي  ص 28: 10 – 31
And Jacob went out from Bersheba, and went toward Haron. And he lighted upon a certain place, and stayed there all night, because the sun was set; and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and he laid down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the earth and the top of it reached to ;  heaven. And behold the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And behold, the Lord stood above it and said, I am the Lord.

God of Abraham your father, and the God of Isaac: the land on which you lie, to you will I give it and to your seed; and your seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south: and in you and in your seed
shall all the families of the earth be blessed. And behold, I am with you and will keep you in all places that you go, and will bring you again into this land for I ,will not leave you, until I have done that which I have spoken of to you. I text continued, next page 1

Genesis 28:10-22 , concluded:

And Jacob awoke out of his sleep and he said, surely the Lord is in this place and I knew it not. And he was afraid, and said, how dreadful is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took, the stones he had put for his pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil on the top of it. And he called the name of that place Bethel but the name of that city was called Luz at the first. And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, if God will be with me and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on. Stop that I come again to my father’s house in peace; then shall the Lord be my God: And this stone which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house; and all that You give me I will surely give the tenth unto You.

Glory be unto the Holy Trinity, Amen.

PRIEST:

Again, let us ask Cod the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic Onc, remember. O Lord, the sick of Your people.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and our brethren won are sick with any sickness, whether in this place or in any place, that Christ our God may grant us, with them, health and healing, and forgive us our sins.

PRIEST:

You have visited them with mercies and compassion, heal them. Take away from them and from us all sickness and all maladies; the spirit of sicknesses chase away.

Those who have long lair in sickness raise up and comfort. All them that are afflicted by unclean spirits, set them all free.

Those who are in prisons or dungeons. and those who are in exile or captivity. or those who are held in bitter bondage, O Lord, set them all free and have mercy upon them.

For You are He Who looses the baund and uplifts the fallen; the hope of those who are hopeless and the help of those who have no helper; the comfort of the fainthearted; the harbor of those in the

storm.

All souls that are distressed or bound, give them mercy, O Lord: give them rest. give them coolness, give them grace. give them help. give them salvation, give them the forgiveness of their sins and their iniquities.

As for us also, O Lord, the maladies of our souls heal, and those of our bodies too, do cure. O You, the true Physician of our souls and our bodies, the Bishop of all flesh, visit us with Your salvation.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy, of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glors’, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him, and the Ho/v Spirit, the Life-Giver, W7to is of one essence with You, now, and at al times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

THE HYMN OF THE CENSER

This censer of pure gold, bearing the aroma, is in the hands of Aaron the priest, offering up incense on the altar.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come * and saved us.

Tai shori en noob en katharos: etfai kha pi aromata: et khen nen jij en Aaron pi owib:

ef tali oo esthoinoofi epshoi ejen pi ma en ershooshi.

Ten oo-osht Emrnok: O Pi Khristos: oem Pek Yot en Aghathos:

nem pi Pnevma Ethowab: je ak ee* ak soti emmon (nai nan).

HEBREWS 9:1-11

Then truly the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service and a worldly sanctuary. For there was a tabernacle made; the first wherein was the candlestick and the table of show bread, which is called the sanctuary. And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the holiest of all; which had the golden censers and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna and Aron’s rod that budded and the tablets of the covenant; and over it had Cherubims of glory shadowing the mercy seat; of which we cannot now speak particularly. Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God. But not into the second for there went the high priest alone, once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself and for the errors of the people. The Holy Spirit, which signified that the way into the holiest of all was not made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing. This was a figure for the time then present, and which was offered both gifts and sacrifices that could not make him that performed the service perfect as pertaining to the conscience. This was only in meat and drinks and various washings and carnal ordinances imposed on them until the time of reformation. But Christ having come as a high priest of good things to come by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building.

The Grace of God, the Father be with us all, Amen

TILE HYMN OF THE TRISAGION 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who rose from the dead and ascended into the heavens, have mercy upon us.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now, and always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. O Holy Trinity, have mercy upon us.

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

THE PRAYER FOR THE GOSPEL

أوشية الإنجيل 
PRIEST:

O
Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said to His saintly, honored disciples and holy apostles, ‘Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things which you hear and have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear.” May we be worthy to hear and to act according to Your holy gospels through the prayers of Your saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the holy gospel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Remember also, O our Master, all those who have bidden us to remember them in our supplications and prayers which we offer up unto You, O Lord our God.

Those who have already fallen asleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all.

And to YOU we send up the glory, and the honor and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You. Now and at all times and unto the age of all ages Amen.

DEACON:

A psalm of David.

PSALM 127:1 (Psalm 126:1 - Coptic)

Except the Lord build a house, they labor in vain that build it: Except the Lord keep the city, the watchman awakes in vain. Alleluia

PSALM 122:1,2 (Psalm 121:1,2 - Coptic)

I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the

Lord. Our feet shall stand within Your gates, O Jerusalem. Alleluia

DEACON.

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the holy gospel.

PRIEST:

Blessed be He who comes in the name of the Lord.

READER:

Bless, O Lord, the reading of according to St....

LUKE 9:28-36

And it came to pass after about eight days after these sayings that He took Peter and James and John and went up into a mountain to pray. And as He prayed, the manner of His countenance was altered, and His raiment was white and glistening. And behold there spoke with Him two men, which were Moses and Elijah: who appeared in glory and spoke of His departure which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. But Peter and they who were with Him were heavy with sleep; and when they were awake they saw His glory and the two men who stood with Him. And it came to pass as they departed from Him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: let us make three tabernacles: one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah, not knowing what He said. While He was speaking there came a cloud and overshadowed them, and they feared as they entered into the cloud. And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying this is my beloved Son, hear Him. And when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And the disciples kept it to themselves and told noone any of the things they had seen. Glory be to God, Amen

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, O Lord.

The congregation now sings the Gospel response:

Blessed is the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, the perfect Trinity: we worship Him and glorify Him.

THE THREE LONG PRAYERS

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.


PRAYER FOR PEACE

أوشيه السلام
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the peace of Your one, only, holy, catholic and apostolic church.

DEACON:

Pray for the peace of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Orthodox church of God.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

That which exists from one end of the world to the other, all peoples and all flocks do bless; the heavenly peace send down into our hearts; even the peace of this life also, graciously grant unto us. The king, the armies, the chiefs, the counselors, the multitudes, our neighbours, our coming in and our going out, adorn them with all peace.

O 
King of peace, grant us Your peace; for You have given us all things. Acquire us unto Yourself, O
God our Saviour, for we know none other but You, Your holy name we do utter. May our souls live by Your Holy Spirit, and let not the death which is by sins have dominion over us, we Your servants, nor over all Your people.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRAYER FOR THE FATHERS

أوشيه الآباء
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, our patriarch, the honoured father, the high priest, Abba

DEACON:

Pray for our high priest, Papa Abba ... pope, patriarch and archbishop of the great city of Alexandria, and for our Orthodox bishops.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

In keeping, keep him unto us for many years and peaceful times, fulfilling that holy high priesthood, with which You have entrusted him, from Yourself, according to Your holy and blessed will; rightly defining the word of truth; shepherding Your people in purity and righteousness.

And all the Orthodox bishops, hegomens, priests and deacons and all the fullness of Your one, only, holy, catholic and apostolic church.

Grant them and us peace and safety in every place. Their prayers which they offer on our behalf, and on behalf of all Your people, as well as ours on their behalf, do receive upon Your holy, heavenly and rational altar as a sweet savour of incense.

All their enemies, seen and unseen, trample and humiliate under their feet speedily. As for them, keep them in peace and righteousness in Your holy church.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRAYER FOR THE CONGREGATIONS

أوشية الاجتماعات 
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, our congregations. Bless them.

DEACON:

Pray for this holy church (monastery) and for our congregations.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRIEST:

Grant that they may be unto us without obstacle or hindrance, that we may hold them according to Your holy and blessed will. Houses of prayer, houses of purity, houses of blessing, grant them unto us, O Lord, and Your servants who shall come after us forever.

The worship of idols, utterly uproot from the world. Satan and all his evil powers, trample and humiliate under our feet speedily. All offenses and their instigators, abolish. May all dissensions of corrupt heresies cease.

The enemies of Your holy church, O Lord, as at all times, now also humiliate. Strip their vanity, show them their weakness speedily. Bring to naught their envy, their intrigues, their madness, their wickedness and their slander which they commit against us. O Lord, bring them all to no avail; disperse their counsel, O God, Who dispersed the counsel of Ahithophel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Arise, O Lord God, let all Your enemies be scattered, and let all that hate Your holy name flee before Your face.

But let Your people be in blessing thousands of thousands and ten thousand times ten thousands doing Your will.

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honour, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver Who is of one essence with You, now and at all tunes, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

In the wisdom of God, let us attend. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. In truth...

THE ORTHODOX CREED

قانون الإيمان 
CONGREGATION:

We believe in one God, God the Father, the Pantocrator, Who created heaven and earth, and all things seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son of God, Begotten of the Father before all ages; Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten not created, of one essence with the Father, by Whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary, and became Man. And He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose from the dead, according to the scriptures, ascended into the heavens; He sits at the right hand of His Father, and He is coming again in His glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom shall have no end.

Yes, we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Life-Giver, Who proceeds from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets.

And in one holy, catholic and apostolic church. We confess one baptism for the remission of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the coming age. Amen.

The Congregation says:

LORD HAVE MERCY, repeated 41 times.

The Bishop then prays the following:

O Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator , the King who is Holy and Savior . Creator of all things , who planted in our nature wisdom to choose for us trades , works and useful knowledge for our lives When You released us from the lustful life and granted us wisdom to build to be protected from cold , heat and snow . You gave the Spirit of wisdom to Bezaleel to prepare the dome for Your blessed and Holy Name (Exodus 31:1), in the estrangement of Your people Israel in the wilderness . We ask You , O our King , Philanthropic One , to strengthen the house which will be built , to worship Your blessed and Holy Name , which is glorified in all things . Purify it and strengthen it. May it be a solid foundation . Prepare it a pure sanctuary for the priesthood by Your Holy and mighty hands. May they offer honored and heavenly glorification, so Your people would enjoy the church rites , the holy Epsalmodi and the mystical , heavenly call.

Your servants placed the foundation on Your Name , depending on Your hope. So help them till the end.

For this we ask and entreat Your goodness , O Philanthropic One graciously share the work with them, all envy , all temptation , all the work of Satan , the rising up of enemies hidden and manifest , take it away from them , O God . Grant them what is good and beneficent. Accept their determination in honoring Your Holy Name which is exalted above all honors , and bless them with heavenly blessings Make us worthy to lift in it our hands unto You and glorify Your Holy Name abundantly , through praises, spiritual services and sweet savor unto Your Divinity.

And unto You we offer glory , honor and worship, O Good Father, and Only-begotten Son and the Holy Spirit , the Life-giver who is One in Essence , now and forever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

THE ABSOLUTIONS

التحاليل 
The PRIEST, holding the cross in his rig/it hand, looks eastward and says, inaudibly:

(First absolution)

Yes, Lord, the Lord Who has given authority unto us to tread upon serpents and scorpions and upon all the power of the enemy, crush his heads beneath our feet speedily, and scatter before us his every design of wickedness that is against us. For You are King of us all, O Christ, our God, and to You we send up the glory, the honor, and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and to the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Bow your heads to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Before You, O Lord.

The PRIEST continues, inaudibly:

(Second absolution)

You, O Lord, who bowed the heavens, You descended and became man for the salvation of the race of men. You are He Who sits upon the Cherubim and the Seraphim, and beholds them who are lowly.

You also now, our Master, are He unto Whom we lift up the eyes of our hearts; the Lord Who forgives our iniquities and saves our souls from corruption. We worship Your unutterable compassion, and we ask You to give us Your peace, for You have given all things unto us.

Acquire us unto Yourself, God our Saviour, for we know none other but You; Your holy name we do utter. Turn us, God, unto fear of You and desire of You. Be pleased that we abide in the enjoyment of Your good things; and those who have bowed their heads beneath Your hand, exalt them in their ways of life, and adorn them with virtues. And may we all be worthy of Your kingdom in the heavens, through the goodwill of God, Your good Father, with Whom You are blessed, with the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Let us attend with the fear of God.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

The PRIEST now looks westward, and, bowing his head, he says:

(The Absolution of the Son):

Master, Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son and Logos of God the Father, Who has broken every bond of our sins through His saving, life-giving sufferings; Who breathed into the face of His holy disciples and saintly apostles, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you will remit, they are remitted to them, and those which you will retain, they shall be retained.”

You also now, our Master, through Your holy apostles, have given grace to those who for a time labored in the priesthood in Your holy church, to forgive sin upon the earth, and to bind and to loose every bond of iniquity.

Now, also, we ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, for Your servants, (here he sings the people once and twice) my fathers, and my brethren, (here he sings himself) and my weakness; those who bow their heads before Your holy glory. Dispense unto us Your mercy, and loose every bond of our sins, and, if we have committed any sin against You, knowingly or unknowingly, or through anguish of heart, or in deed, or in word, or from faint-heartedness, do, O Master, Who knows the weakness of men, as a good and Philanthropic One, O God, grant us the forgiveness of our sins; (he signs himself) bless us, (he signs the clergy) purify us; make us absolved, (he signs the congregation) and all Your people absolved. (Here he remembers those whom he wishes to remember.) Fill us with Your fear, and straighten us unto Your holy, good will, for You are our God, and the glory, honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due to You, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

Consecration Of The Holy Baptismal Font.

ترتيب تكريس المعمودية المقدسة 
*
First, they get green leaves of fruitful trees, make it into crowns

and decorate the font with.

*
Second, they light candles.

*
Then the Bishop prays the following:

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

صلاة الشكر 
PRIEST:

Let us give thanks to the beneficent and merciful God, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, for He has covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to Him, spared us, supported us, and has brought us to this hour.

Let us also ask Him, the Lord our God, the Pantocrator, to guard us in all peace this holy day and all the days of our life.

Pray.
Prosevexaste.
CONGREGATION:
Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O 
Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, we thank You for every condition, concerning every condition, and in every condition. For You have covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to You, spared us, supported us, and have brought us to this hour.

DEACON:

Pray that God have mercy and compassion upon us, hear us, help us and accept the supplications and prayers of His saints, for that which is good, on our behalf, at all times, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Therefore, we ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, grant us to complete this holy day, and all the days of our life, in all peace with Your fear.

All envy, all temptation, all the work of Satan, the counsel of wicked men and the rising up of enemies, hidden and manifest, take them away from us, and from all Your people, and from this church and from this holy place that is Yours.

But those things which are good and profitable do provide for us, for it is You Who have given us the authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and upon all the power of the enemy.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, by the grace, compassion and philanthropy, of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him, and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

Then the PRIEST proceeds and puts incense 5 times in the vessel crossing the incense’s drawer.

While the PRIEST offers incense, the congregation sings “The Verses of the cymbals 

THE VERSES OF THE CYMBALS

أرباع الناقوس 
On Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, start by:

O
come, let us worship the Holy Trinity; the

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit;

We, the Christian people, for this is our true God.

We have hope in Saint Mary, that God will have mercy upon us, through her intercessions.

On all other days, namely; Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, start by:

We worship the Father, the Son and the Holy

Spirit, the Holy and co-essential Trinity.

Hail to the church, the house of the angels. Hail to the Virgin, who gave birth to our Saviour.

Then continue by:

Hail to you, O Mary, the fair dove, who brought forth unto us God the Logos.

Hail to you, O Mary; a holy hail. Hail to you, O Mary, the Mother of the Holy.

Hail to Michael, the great archangel. Hail to Gabriel the angel-evangel.

Hail to the Cherubim. Hail to the Seraphim. Hail to all the heavenly orders.

Hail to John the great forerunner. Hail to the priest, the cousin of Emmanuel.

Hail to my lords and fathers, the apostles. Hail to the disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Hail to you, O martyr. Hail to the evangelist. Hail to the apostle, Mark, the beholder-of-God.

Hail to Stephen, the first martyr. Hail to the blessed archdeacon.

Hail to you, O martyr. Hail to the courageous hero. Hail to the victorious martyr, my lord the prince, George.

Hail to our Father, Antony the lamp of monasticism. Hail to our Father, Paul, the beloved of Christ.

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Saint Mary, O Lord, grant us the forgiveness of our sins.

That we may praise You, with Your good Father, and the Holy Spirit, for You have come and saved us: have mercy on us.

PSALM 50

المزمور الخمسون
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving kindness: according to the multitudes of your tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against You, You only have I sinned, and done this evil in Your sight: that You may be justified when You speak, and be clear when You judge. Behold, I was shaped in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, and in the hidden parts You shall make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me and I shall be whiter than the snow. Make me to hear the joy and gladness; that the bones whichYou have broken may rejoice. Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Cast me not away from Your presence; and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation; and uphold me with Your free spirit. Thenwill I teach transgressors Your ways; and sinners shall be converted to You. Deliver me from blood guiltiness, O God, the God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of Your righteousness. O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Your praise. For You desire not sacrifice: else would I give it: You delight not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit:

a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. Do good in Your good pleasure to Zion: build the walls of Jerusalem. Then You will be pleased with the sacrifices of the righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then they shall offer bullocks upon Your altar. Alleluia

PSALM 121

المزمور 121
I will lift my eyes unto the hills, from where comes my help. My help comes from the Lord, which made Heaven and earth. He will not suffer your foot to be moved: He that keeps you shall not slumber. Behold, He that keeps Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord is your keeper: the Lord is your shade upon your right hand. The sun shall not smite you by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord shall preserve you from all evil: He shall preserve your soul. The Lord shall preserve you going in and coming in from this time forth, and even forever. Alleluia.

PSALM 123

المزمور 123 
Unto You I lift my eyes, O You that dwells in the Heavens. Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait upon the Lord our God, until that He may have mercy upon us. Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: for we are exceedingly filled with contempt. Our soul is exceedingly filled with the scorning of those that are at ease, and with the contempt of the proud. Alleluia.

PSALM 131

المزمور 131 
Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor my eyes lofty: neither do I exercise myself in great matters, or in things too high for me. Surely I have behaved and quieted myself, as a child that is weaned of his mother: my soul is even as a weaned child. Lot Israel hope in the Lord from henceforth and forever. Alleluia.

PSALM 132

المزمور 132 
Lord, remember David and all his afflictions: How he swore unto the Lord, and vowed unto the mighty God of Jacob; surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, or give up into my bed; I will not give sleep to my eyes, or slumber to my eyelids, until I find out a place for the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob. We heard of it at Ephratah: we found it in the fields of the wood. We will go into His tabernacles: we will worship at His footstool. Arise, O Lord, into Your rest: You and the ark of Your strength. Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness; and let Your saints shout forjoy. For Your servant David’s sake turn not away the face of Your anointed. The Lord has sworn in truth unto David; and He will not turn from it; of the fruit of Your body will I set upon Your throne. If Your children will keep my covenant and my testimony that I shall teach them, their children shall sit upon Your throne forever. For the Lord has chosen Zion; He hate desired it for his habitation. This is my rest forever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it. I will abundantly bless her provision: I will satisfy her poor with bread. I will also clothe her priests with salvation: and her saints shall shout aloud for joy. There will I make the horn of David to bud: I have ordained a lamp for my anointed. His enemies will I clothe with shame: but upon himself shall his crown flourish. Alleluia.

PSALM 133

المزمور 133 
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life forevermore. Alleluia.

PSALM 134

المزمور 134 
Behold, bless you the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, which by night stand in the house of the Lord. Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the Lord. The Lord that made Heaven and earth bless you out of Zion.  Alleluia

EXODUS 15:22-27 & 16:1

So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the, wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness, and found no water.

And when they came to Mariah, they could not drink of the waters of, Mariah for they were bitter, therefore the name of it was called Mariah. And the people murmured against Moses saying, what shall we drink? And he cried unto the Lord and the Lord showed him a, tree, which when he cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet. There he made for them a statue and an ordinance, and there he proved them. And said: If you will deligently harken to the voice of the Lord, your God and will do that which is right in His sight and will give ear to His commandments, and keep all of His laws, I will put none of these diseases upon you which I have brought upon the Egyptians for I am the Lord who heals you. And they came to Elim‘ where there were twelve wells of water and three score and ten palm  trees. And they encamped there by the waters. And they took their journey from Elim and all the congregation of the children of Israel came unto the wilderness of sin, which is between Elim and Sinai,

Glory be unto the Holy Trinity, Amen

EXODUS 30:17-30

And the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying, you shall also make a lava of brass, and his foot also of brass, to wash with: and you shall put it between the tabernacle of the congregation and the altar, and you shall put water in it. For Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their thereat: when they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with water, that they die not; or when they come near to the altar to minister, to burn offering made by fire unto the Lord: so they shall wash their hands and their feet, that they die not: and it shall be a statute forever to them, even to him and to his seed throughout their generations. Moreover the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying, take with you also the principal spices of pure myrrh five hundred shekels, and of sweet cinnamon half so much, even two hundred and fifty shekels, and of sweet calamus two hundred and fifty shekels. And of the cassia five hundred shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, and of oil olive and him: and you shall make it an oil of holy ointment, an ointment compound after the art of the apothecary: it shall be an holy anointing oil. And you shall anoint the tabernacle of the congregation with it, and the ark of the testimony, and the table and all His vessels, and the candlesticks and His vessels, and the altar of incense, and the altar of burnt offering with all His vessels, and the lava and his foot. And you shall sanctify them, that they may be most holy:

whatsoever touches them shall be holy. And you shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they may minister unto me in the priest’s office. 

Glory be unto the Holy Trinity, Amen

ISAIAH 1:16-26

أشعياء النبي ص 1: 16 – 26 
Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they shall be red like crimson, they shall be as wool If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land: but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord has spoken it. How is the faithful city become an harlot! It was full of judgment; righteousness lodged in it; but now murderers. Your sliver become dross, your wine mixed with water: your princes are rebellious, and companions of thieves, everyone loves gifts, and follows after rewards: they do not judge the fatherless, neither does the cause of the widow come unto them. Therefore says the Lord, the Lord of hosts, the mighty One of Israel, I will ease me of my adversaries, and avenge me of my enemies: and I will turn my hand upon you. And purely purge away your dross, and take away all your tin: and I will restore your judges as at the first step, and your counsellors as at the beginning: afterward you shall be called, the city of righteousness, the faithful city.

Glory be unto the Holy Trinity, Amen

ISAIAH 35:1-10

أشعياء 35: 1 – 10 
The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and the blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with recompense; He will come and save you. Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes. And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein. No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there: And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs of everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Glory be unto the Holy Trinity, Amen

ISAIAH 43:16-28, 44:1-6

أشعياء النبي ص 43: 16 إلخ و 44: 1-6
Thus said the Lord, which makes a way into the sea, and the paths in the mighty waters; which brings forth the chariot and the horse, the army and the power; they shall lie down together, they shall not rise: they are extinct, they are quenched as tow. Remember not the former things, neither consider the things of old. Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall you not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. The beast of the filed shall honor me, the dragons and the owls: because I give waters in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert, to give drink to My people, My chosen. This people have I formed for my sen they shall show forth my praise. But you have called upon me, O Jacob; but you have not been weary of me, O IsraeL You have not brought Me the small cattle of your burnt offerings; neither have you honored Me with your sacrifices. I have not caused you to serve with an offering, nor wearied you with incense. You have bought Me no sweet cane with money, neither have you filled Me with fat of your sacrifices:

‘but you have made Me to serve with My sins, you have wearied 

Me with your. iniquities. I, even I, am He that blots out your transgressions for My own sake, and will not remember your sins. Put me in remembrance: let us plead
together: declare, that you may be justified. Your first father has. sinned, and your teachers have transgressed against Me. Therefore I have profaned the princes of the sanctuary, and have give Jacob to the curse, and Israel to reproaches. 

Yet now hear, O Jacob Myservant; and lsrael whom I have chosen: Thus says the Lord that made you, and formed you from the womb, which will help you; Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; and you, Jesurun, whom I have chosen. For  I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and floods upon the dry  grounds: I will pour My spirit upon the seed, and My blessing upon your offspring: and they shall spring up as among grass, as willows by the water courses. One shall say, I am the Lord’s; and another shall call ~ himself by the name of Jacob; and another shall subscribe with his hand unto the Lord, and surname himself by the name of Israel Thus says the Lord the King of Israel, and His redeemer the Lord of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.

Glory be unto the Holy Trinity, Amen

ZECHARIAH 8:7-19

ذكريا النبي ص 8: 7-19 
Thus says the Lord of hosts; Behold, I will save My people from the east country, and from the west country; and I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God, in truth and in righteousness. Thus says the Lord of host; let your hands be strong, you that hear in these days these words by the mouth of the prophets, which were in the day that the foundation of the house of the Lord of hosts was laid, that the temple might be built. For before these days there was no hire for any man, nor any hire for beast; neither was there any peace to him that went out or came in because of the affliction: for I set all men every one against his neighbor. But now I will not be unto the residue of this people as in the former days, says the Lord of hosts. For the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give her fruit, and the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things. And it shall come to pass, that as you were a curse among the heathen. O house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will I save you, and you shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong. For thus says the Lord of hosts; As I thought to punish you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, says the Lord of hosts, and I repented not. So again have I thought in these days to do well unto Jerusalem and to the house of Judah: fear not. These are things that you shall do; Speak to every man the truth to his neighbor; execute the judgment of truth and peace in your gates: and let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his neighbor; and love no false oath: for all these are things that I hate, says the Lord. And the word of the Lord of hosts came to me saying, thus says the Lord of hosts; The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth month, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the house of Judah joy and gladness, and cheerful feasts; therefore love the truth and peace.

ZECHARIAH 14: 8-11

ذكريا النبي ص 14: 8 – 11
And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. And the Lord shall be King over all the earth: in that day there will be one Lord, and His name is one. All the land shall be turned as a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem: and it shall be lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin’s gates unto the place of the first gate, unto the corner of the gate, and from the tower of Hana neel unto the king’s winepresses. And the men shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more utter destruction; but Jerusalem shall be safely inhabited.

Glory be unto the Holy Trinity, Amen

CONGREGATION:

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come * and saved us.

EPHESIANS 4:1-7

البولس من رسالة من أفس ص 4: 1
ITHEREFORE, The prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that you walk worthy of the vocation wherewith you are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with long suffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as you are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, on God and Father of all who is above all, and through all, and in you all. But unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of the gift of Christ.

The Grace of God the Father be with us all, Amen.

TILE HYMN OF THE TRISAGION

الثلاثة تقديسات
Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who rose from the dead and ascended into the heavens, have mercy upon us.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now, and always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. O Holy Trinity, have mercy upon us.

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

THE PRAYER FOR THE GOSPEL

أوشية الانجيل 
PRIEST:

O
Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said to His saintly, honoured disciples and holy apostles,

“Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things which you hear and have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear. May we be worthy to hear and to act according to Your holy gospels through the prayers of Your saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the holy gospel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Remember also, O our Master, all those who have bidden us to remember them in our supplications and prayers which we offer up unto You, O Lord our God.

Those who have already fallen asleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all.

And to You we send up the glory, and the honour and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You. Now and at all times and unto the age of all ages Amen.

DEACON:

A psalm of David.

PSALM 29:3,4 (Psalm 28:3,4 - Coptic)

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: The God of glory thunders:

The Lord is upon many waters. The voice of the Lord is powerful; The voice of the Lord is full of majesty.

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the holy gospel.

PRIEST:

Blessed be He who comes in the name of the  Lord.

READER:

Bless, O Lord, the reading of the holy gospel, according to St....

Let us hear the holy in the name of the of the holy gospel,

MATTHEW 16:13-19

الإنجيل من متى ص 16: 13
When Jesus came into the coast of Caesarea Phillippi, He asked His disciples, saying, whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, some say that You are John the Baptist: some say, Elijah: and others say, Jeremiah or one of the prophets. He said unto them, but whom do you say I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.
And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed are you Simon Bar​Jona for flesh and blood has not revealed this unto you but my Father who is in heaven. But I say unto you, that you are Peter and upon this rock I will build my Church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto yopu the keys of the Kingdom of heaven and whatever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

The Grace of God the Father be with us all, Amen.

PRAYER FOR PEACE

أوشيه السلام
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodrtcss, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the peace of Your one, only, holy, catholic and apostolic church.

DEACON:

Pray for the peace of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Orthodox church of God.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

That which exists from one end of the world to the other, all peoples and all flocks do bless; the heavenly peace send down into our hearts; even the peace of this life also, graciously grant unto us. The king, the armies, the chiefs, the counselors, the multitudes, our neighbours, our coming in and our going out, adorn them with all peace.

O King of peace, grant us Your peace; for You have given us all things. Acquire us unto Yourself, O God our Saviour, for we know none other but You, Your holy name we do utter. May our souls live by Your Holy Spirit, and let not the death which is by sins have dominion over us, we Your servants, nor over all Your people.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRAYER FOR THE FATHERS

أوشية الآباء
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, our patriarch, the honoured father, the high priest, Abba

DEACON:

Pray for our high priest, Papa Abba ... pope, patriarch and archbishop of the great city of Alexandria, and for our Orthodox bishops.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

In keeping, keep him unto us for many years and peaceful times, fulfilling that holy high priesthood, with which You have entrusted him, from Yourself, according to Your holy and blessed will; rightly defining the word of truth; shepherding Your people in purity and righteousness.

And all the Orthodox bishops, hegomens, priests and deacons and all the fullness of Your one, only, holy, catholic and apostolic church.

Grant them and us peace and safety in every place. Their prayers which they offer on our behalf, and on behalf of all Your people, as well as ours on their behalf, do receive upon Your holy, heavenly and rational altar as a sweet savour of incense.

All their enemies, seen and unseen, trample and humiliate under their feet speedily. As for them, keep them in peace and righteousness in Your hoIy church.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRAYER FOR THE CONGREGATIONS

أوشية الاجتماعات 
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, our congregations. Bless them.

DEACON:

Pray for this holy church (monastery) and for our congregations.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRIEST:

Grant that they may be unto us without obstacle or hindrance, that we may hold them according to Your holy and blessed will. Houses of prayer, houses of purity, houses of blessing, grant them unto us, O Lord, and Your servants who shall come after us forever.

The worship of idols, utterly uproot from the world. Satan and all his evil powers, trample and humiliate under our feet speedily. All offenses and their instigators, abolish. May all dissensions of corrupt heresies cease.

The enemies of Your holy church, O Lord, as at all times, now also humiliate. Strip their vanity, show them their weakness speedily. Bring to naught their envy, their intrigues, their madness, their wickedness and their slander which they commit against us. O Lord, bring them all to no avail; disperse their counsel, O God, Who dispersed the counsel of Ahithophel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Arise, O Lord God, let all Your enemies be scattered, and let all that hate Your holy name flee before Your face.

But let Your people be in blessing thousands of thousands and ten thousand times ten thousands doing Your will.

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honour, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You with Him and the Holy Spirit, the LWe-Giver Who is of one essence with You, now and at all times, and unto the age of all ages.

Amen.

THE PRAYER FOR THE SICK

أوشية المرضى 
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the sick of Your people.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and our brethren who are sick with any sickness, whether in this place or in any place, that Christ our God may grant us, with them, health and healing, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

You have visited them with mercies and compassion, heal them. Take away from them and from us all sickness and all maladies; the spirit of sicknesses chase away.

Those who have long lain in sickness raise up and comfort. All them that are afflicted by unclean spirits, set them all free.

Those who are in prisons or dungeons, and those who are in exile or captivity, or those who are held in bitter bondage, O Lord, set them all free and have mercy upon them.

For You are He Who looses the bound and uplifts the fallen; the hope of those who are hopeless and the help of those who have no helper; the comfort of the fainthearted; the harbor of those in the storm.

All souls that are distressed or bound, give them mercy, O Lord; give them rest, give them coolness, give them grace, give them help, give them salvation, give them the forgiveness of their sins and their iniquities.

As for us also, O Lord, the maladies of our souls heal, and those of our bodies too, do cure. O You, the true Physician of our souls and our bodies, the Bishop of all flesh, visit us with Your salvation.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy, of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him, and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages.

Amen.

THE PRAYER FOR THE TRAVELERS

أوشيه المسافرين
PRIEST:

We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, our fathers and our brethren who are traveling.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and our brethren who are traveling, or those who intend to travel anywhere.

Straighten all their ways, whether by sea, rivers, lakes, roads, or those who are traveling by any other means, that Christ our God may bring them back to their own homes in peace, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

And those who intend to travel anywhere. Straighten all their ways, whether by sea, rivers, lakes, roads, or those who are traveling by any other means, everyone anywhere. Lead them into a haven of calm, a haven of safety.

Graciously accompany them in their embarkation and be their companion in their travel. Bring them back to their own, rejoicing with joy and safe in security. Be a partner in work with Your servants in every good deed. As for us, O Lord, our sojourn in this life keep without harm, without storm and undisturbed unto the end.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy, of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him, and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now,

PRIEST:

Graciously accord, O Lord, the air of heaven, the fruits of the earth, the waters of the rivers, the seeds, the herbs and the plants of the field this year, bless them.

DEACON:

Pray for the air of heaven, the fruits of the earth, the rising of the waters of the rivers, the seeds, the herbs and the plants of the field, that Christ our God may bless them, bring them to perfection in peace without harm, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Raise them to their measure according to Your grace. Give joy to the face of the earth. May its furrows be abundantly watered and its fruits be plentiful. Prepare it for sowing and harvesting. Manage our life as deemed fit. Bless the crown of the year with Your goodness for the sake of the poor of Your people, the widow, the orphan, the traveler, the stranger, and for the sake of us all who entreat You and seek Your holy name. For the eyes of every one wait upon You, for You give them their food in due season.

Deal with us according to Your goodness, O You Who give food to all flesh. Fill our hearts with joy and gladness, that we too, having sufficiency in every thing always, may abound in every good deed.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

Intercession for the King

PRIEST:

Remember O Lord the chief of our land, your servant keep him in peace, justice and power. Subdue all the barbarians and alien nations who may desire war for all our abundance. Talk in his heart for the peace of Your One Only Holy Catholic and Apostolic Orthodox church. Grant him to think peacefully in us and in Your Holy Name, so we may live in a calm and quiet life, and exist in every godliness and virtue.

THE PRAYER FOR THE DEPARTED

أوشية المنتقلين 
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the souls of Your servants who have fallen asleep, our fathers and our brethren.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and brethren who have fallen asleep and reposed in the faith of Christ since the beginning; our holy fathers the archbishops, our fathers the bishops, our fathers the hegomens, our fathers the priests, our brethren the deacons, our fathers the monks, and our fathers the laymen, and for the full repose of the christians, that Christ our God may repose all their souls in the paradise of joy; and we too, accord mercy unto us, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Graciously, O Lord, repose all their souls in the bosom of our holy fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Sustain them in a green pasture, by the water of rest, in the paradise of joy; the place out of which grief, sorrow and groaning have fled away, in the light of Your saints. Raise up their bodies also, on the day which You have appointed, according to Your true promises, which are without lie. Grant them the good things of Your promises; that which an eye has not seen nor ear heard, neither have come upon the heart of man; the things which You, O God, have prepared for them that love Your holy name.

For there is no death for Your servants, but a departure; and if any negligence or heedlessness has overtaken them as men, since they were clothed in flesh and dwelt in this world, do, O God, as a good and Philanthropic One, graciously accord, O God, Your servants the Orthodox Christians, who are in the whole world, from sunrise to sunset and from North to South, each one by his name and each one by her name, O Lord repose them and forgive them. For none is pure from blemish even though his life on earth is s single day.

As for those, O Lord, whose souls You have taken, repose them, and may they be worthy of the kingdom of the heavens.

As for us all, grant us our Christian perfection that would be pleasing unto You, and give them, and us, a share and an inheritance with all Your saints.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy, of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You with Him, and the Holy Spirit, the Li.fe-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

PRIEST:

We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the sacrifices, the oblations and the thanksgivings of those who have offered honor and glory unto Your holy name.

DEACON:

Pray for those who have care for the sacrifices, oblations, first fruits, oil, incense, coverings, reading books and altar vessels, that Christ our God reward them in the heavenly Jerusalem, and forgive us our sins.

THE PRAYER FOR THE OBLATIONS

أوشيه القرابين 
CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Receive them upon Your holy, rational altar of heaven, for a savour of incense before Your greatness in the heavens, through the service of Your holy angels and archangels.

As You have received the offerings of the righteous Abel, the sacrifice of our father Abraham and the two mites of the widow, so also receive the thank-offerings of Your servants; those in abundance or. those in scarcity, hidden or manifest.

Those who desire to offer to You but have none, and those who have offered these gifts to You this very day, give them the incorruptible instead of the corruptible, the heavenly instead of the earthly and the eternal instead of the temporal.

Their houses and their stores, fill them with every good thing. Surround them, O Lord, by the power of Your holy angels and archangels.

As they have remembered Your holy name on earth, remember them also, O Lord, in Your kingdom, and in this age too, leave them not behind.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy, of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him, and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

INTERCESSION FOR THE CATECHUMENS

أوشيه الموعوظين 
PRIEST:

O
Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, we ask and entreat Your goodness, O Lover-of-Mankind, for the catechumens of Your people that have been instructed, have mercy upon them.

DEACON:

Pray for the catechumens of our people so that Christ our Lord may make them worthy of the Holy baptism and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Confirm them in faith in You. All the remains of idolatry uproot from their hearts. Your law, Your fear, Your com​mandments, Your truths and Your Holy precepts estab​lish firm in their hearts. Grant them they may know the confirmation of the instruction preached to them. In due course, let them be worthy of the washing of the new birth for the remission of their sins. Prepare them to be a sanctuary for Your Holy Spirit by the grace, mercy and love of man which belongs to Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ to Whom is due all glory, honor and power together with You and the Holy Spirit, the Life-giver Who is One in Essence with You now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

THE ORTHODOX CREED

قانون الإيمان
We believe in one God, God the Father, the Pantocrator, Who created heaven and earth, and all things seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all ages; Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten not created, of one essence with the Father, by Whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary, and became Man. And He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose from the dead, according to the scriptures, ascended into the heavens; He sits at the right hand of His Father, and He is coming again in His glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom shall have no end.

Yes, we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Life-Giver, Who proceeds from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. And in one holy, catholic and apostolic church. We confess one baptism for the remission of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the coming age. Amen.

The Congregation says:

LORD HAVE MERCY, repeated 10 times with a joyful tune.

* Then the Bishop prays the following:

O Lord , Jesus Christ the Only-begotten Son of God the Father, who enlightened on all those who are under the heaven, appearing in His Holy Body , and saved them from Satan’s power, and showed us the ageless divine mysteries , and lead us to the holies whom the angels desire to see . You granted unto us the appearance for entering into Your Kingdom through the new birth . You said that; unless one is not born again from the water and the Spirit , he shall not enter into the kingdom of God (John 3:5). For this O Lord , You graciously accepted to be baptized in the Jordan river, although You were not in need to be purified for You are All-Holy , but You did purify and sanctify the water by going into it (Matthew 3:13-16), smashing and demolishing the heads of the dragon on the water.

We also who are sinners , be granted the forgiveness of our sins and transgressions by bathing in it.

Deacon:
Pray

Bishop:


Now O Lord , we ask and desire of You to purify this font placed here as You did to the Jordan river, for our salvation . You were baptized in it from Your servant John by Your will O God, and purified the water , so that all who descend in it deserves the forgiveness of his sins and the heavenly gift . Their names will be inscribed in the Book of Life by the will of Your Good Father, and the Holy Spirit the Life-giver , One in essence with Him , now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

The Bishop anoints with the Holy MYRON(Chrism), saying:

I bless this font on the name of saint John the Baptist. In the Name of the Father , the Son and the Holy Spirit. One God , blessed be God the Father the Pantocrator. Amen.

Blessed be His Only begotten Son , Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. Blessed be the Holy Spirit , the Paraclete . Amen.

All recite The Lord’s Prayer:

THE ABSOLUTIONS

التحاليل 
The PRIEST, holding the cross in his right hand, looks eastward and says, inaudibly:

(first absolution)

Yes, Lord, the Lord Who has given authority unto us to tread upon serpents and scorpions and upon all the power of the enemy, crush his heads beneath our feet speedily, and scatter before us his every design of wickedness that is against us. For You are King of us all, O Christ, our God, and to You we send up the glory, the honor, and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and to the age of all ages. Amen.

CONGREGATION:

Before You, O Lord.

The PRIEST continues, inaudibly:

(Second absolution)

You, O Lord, who bowed the heavens, You descended and became man for the salvation of the race of men. You are He Who sits upon the Cherubim and the Seraphim, and beholds them who are lowly. You also now, our Master, are He unto Whom we lift up the eyes of our hearts; the Lord Who forgives our iniquities and saves our souls from corruption. We worship Your unutterable compassion, and we ask You to give us Your peace, for You have given all things unto us. Acquire us onto Yourself, God our Saviour, for we know none other but You; Your holy name we do utter. Turn us, God, unto fear of You and desire of You. Be pleased that we abide in the enjoyment of Your good things; and those who have bowed their heads beneath Your hand, exalt them in their ways of life, and adorn them with virtues. And may we all be worthy of Your kingdom in the heavens, through the goodwill of God, Your good Father, with Whom You are blessed, with the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with you. now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Let us attend with the fear of God.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

The PRIEST now looks westward, and, bowing his head, he says

(The Absolution of the Son):

Master, Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son and Logos of God the Father, Who has broken every bond of our sins through His saving, life-giving sufferings; Who breathed into the face of His holy disciples and saintly apostles, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you will remit, they are remitted to them, and those which you will retain, they shall be retained.”

You also now, our Master, through Your holy apostles, have given grace to those who for a time labored in the priesthood in Your holy church, to forgive sin upon the earth, and to bind and to loose every bond of iniquity.

Now, also, we ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, for Your servants, (here he sings the people once and twice) my fathers, and my brethren, (here he sings himself) and my weakness; those who bow their heads before Your holy glory. Dispense unto us Your mercy, and loose every bond of our sins, and, if we have committed any sin against You, knowingly or unknowingly, or through anguish of heart, or in deed, or in word, or from faint-heartedness, do, O Master, Who knows the weakness of men, as a good and Philanthropic One, O God, grant us the forgiveness of our sins; (he signs himself) bless us, (he signs the clergy) purify us make us absolved; (he signs the congregation) and all Your people  absolved. (Here he remembers those whom he wishes to remember.) Fill us with Your fear, and straighten us unto Your holy, good will, for You are our God, and the glory, honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due to You, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

Then he places the flowers in the sign of the Holy Cross and prays

the following psalms:
 [continued]

PSALM 25

المزمور 25
Unto You, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. Oh My God, I trust in You: let not mine enemies triumph over me. Yes, let none that wait on You be ashamed: let them be ashamed which transgress without cause. Show my Your ways, O Lord: teach me Your paths. Lead me in Your truth, and teach me: for You are the God of my salvation: On You do I wait all the day. Remember, O Lord, Your tender mercies and Your loving kindness: for they have been ever of old. Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to Your mercy remember You me for Your goodness’ sake, O Lord. Good and upright is the Lord: therefore will He teach sinners in the way. The 4 meek will He guide in judgement: and the meek will He teach His way. All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as keep His covenant and His testimonies. For your names’s sake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity: for it is great. What man is he that fears the Lord? Him shall he teach in the way that he shall choose. His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth. The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him; and He will show them hi covenant. My eyes are ever toward the Lord; for He will pluck my feet out of the net. Turn You unto me, and have mercy upon me; for I am desolate and afflicted. The troubles of my heart are enlarged, O bring me out of my distress. Look upon my affliction and my pain; and forgive all my sins. Consider mine ‘enemies: for they are many; and they hate me with cruel hatred. O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed fort put my trust in You. Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on You. Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles. Alleluia

PSALM 26

المزمور 26
Judge me, O Lord; for I have walked in my integrity: I have trusted also in the Lord; therefor I will not slide. Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; try my reins and my heart. For Your loving kindness is before my eyes: and I have walked in Your truth. I have not sat with vain people, neither will I go in with dissemblers. I have hated the congregation of evildoers; and I will not sit with the wicked. I will wash my hands in innocency: so will I compass Your altar, O Lord: that I may publish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all Your wondrous works. Lord, I have loved the habitation of Your house, and the place where Your honor dwells. Gather not my soul with sinners, nor my life with bloody men: in whose hands is mischief, and their right hand is full of bribes. But as for me, I will walk in my integrity: redeem me, and be merciful unto me. My foot stands in an even

place: in the congregations will I bless the Lord. Alleluia


PSALM 42

المزمور 42 
As the deer pants after the water brooks, my soul pants after You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God? My tears have been my meat day and night while they continually say unto me, Where is your God? When I remember these things, I pour out my soul in me: for I had gone with the all multitude, I went with them to the house of God, with the voice of joy and praise, with a multitude that kept holiday. Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted in me? Hope in God: for I shall yet praise Him for the help of His 

Alleluia

PSALM 150

المزمور 150
Praise the Lord. Praise God in His sanctuary: praise Him in the firmament of His power. Praise Him for His mighty acts: praise Him according to His excellent greatness. Praise 4~ Him with the sound of the trumpet: praise Him with the psaltery and harp. Praise Him with the timbre and dance: praise Him with stringed instruments and organs. Praise Him upon the loud cymbals: praise Him upon the high sounding cymbals. Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord. Alleluia.

He gives the benediction.

Glory be to God forever . Amen.

This concludes the consecration of the Baptismal Font.

CONSECRATION OF THE ALTAR

طقس تكريس المذبح
FIRST OFFERING OF INCENSE

البخور الأول 
The bishop offers incense standing at the altar surrounded with the priests, and he reads the following psalms.

PSALM 23:

المزمور 23 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures: He leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul: He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake. Yes, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:

for You are with me; Your rod and your staff comfort me. You prepared a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: You anointed my head with oil; my cup runs over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. Alleluia.

PSALM 24:

المزمور 24 
The earth is the LORD’S, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. For he has founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods. Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? He that has clean hands, and a pure heart; who has not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation. This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek your face, O Jacob. Selah. Lift up your heads, O you gates; and be you lift up, you everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O you gates; even lift them up, you everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. Alleluia.

SECOND OFFERING OF INCENSE

البخور الثاني
The bishop offers incense again crossing the altar with his thumb without chrism, and he reads the following psalms:

PSALM 26: 

المزمور 26 
Judge me, O LORD; for I have walked in mine integrity: I have trusted also in the LORD; therefore I shall not slide. Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; try my reins and my heart. For Your loving kindness is before mine eyes: and I have walked in Your truth. I have not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in with dissemblers. I have hated the congregation of evil doers; and will not sit with the wicked. I will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I compass Your altar, O LORD: That I may publish with the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all Your wondrous works. Lord, I loved the habitation of Your house, and the place where Your honor dwells. Gather not my soul with sinners, nor my life with bloody men: In whose hands is mischief, and their right hand is full of bribes. But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity: redeem me, and be merciful unto me. My foot stands in an even place: in the congregations will I bless the LORD. Alleluia.

PSALM 27:

المزمور 27
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; f whom shall I be afraid? When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell. Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident.

One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple. For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock. And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yes, I will sing praises unto the LORD. Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me. When You said, Seek you my face; my heart said unto you, Your face, LORD, will I seek. Hide not your face far from me; put not your servant away in anger: You have been my help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation. When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up. Teach me Your way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies. Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out cruelty. I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart: wait, I say, on the LORD. Alleluia.

PSALM 84:

المزمور 84 
How amiable are Your tabernacles, O LORD of hosts! My soul longs, yes, even faints for the courts of the LORD: my heart and my flesh cries out for the living God. Yes, the sparrow has found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King, and my God. Blessed are they that dwell in Your house: they will be still praising you. Selah. Blessed is the man whose strength is inYou; in whose heart are the ways of them. Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a well; the rain also fills the pools. They go from strength to strength, every one of them in Zion appears before God. O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer: give ear, O God of Jacob. Selah. Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of your anointed. For a day in your courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly. O LORD of hosts, blessed is the man that trusts in you. Alleluia.

PSALM 93:

المزمور 93
The LORD reigns, He is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, wherewith He has girded himself: the world also is established, that it cannot be moved. Your throne is established of old: You are from everlasting. The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their waves. The LORD on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yes, than the mighty waves of the sea. Your testimonies are very sure: holiness becomes Your house, O LORD, for ever. Alleluia.

We worship You, O
Christ, with Your
O good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come * and saved us.


THE PAULINE EPISTLE

البولس
READER:

Paul, the servant of our Lord Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, appointed to the Gospel of God.

A chapter from the Epistle of our teacher St. Paul to the Hebrews. His blessings be upon us, Amen.

Hebrews 13:10-16:

We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing his reproach. For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

The grace of God the Father be with you all. Amen

At the end of the reading this is said:

(In the presence of the Pope the following is sung):

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your saintly spirit, my lord, the honoured father, the high priest, Papa Abba....

In the presence of a bishop (metropolitan), this verse is added:

And our father the bishop (metropolitan), Abba.

In the presence of several bishops (metropolitans), this verse is added instead

And our fathers the b i s h o p s (metropolitans), who are with us.

Then the ending is said:

May the clergy and all the people be safe in the Lord. Amen, so be it.

THE TRISAGION

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who nose from the dead and ascended into the heavens, have mercy on us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now, and always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

THE LITANY OF THE GOSPEL

أوشية الإنجيل 
PRIEST:

O Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said to His saintly, honoured disciples and holy apostles, “Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things which you hear and have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear.” May we be worthy to hear and to act according to Your holy gospels through the prayers of Your saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the holy gospel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Remember also, O our Master, all those who have bidden us to remember them in our supplications and prayers which we offer up unto You, O Lord our God.

Those who have already fallen asleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all.

And to You we send up the glory, and the honor and the adoration, together with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You. Now and at forever and unto the age of ages Amen.

DEACON:

A psalm of David.

Psalm 50:19:

مزمور 50: 19
Then You shall be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then they shall offer bullocks upon Your altar. Alleluia.

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the holy gospel.

PRIEST:

Blessed be He who comes in the name of the Lord.

READER:

Bless, O Lord, the reading of the holy gospel, according to St. Matthew.

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, O Lord.

READER:

Our Lord, God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, to Whom is glory forever.

Matthew 16:13-19:

الإنجيل من متى 16: 13 – 19
When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that You are John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He says unto them, But whom say you that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed are you, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood has not revealed it unto you, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto you, That you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever you shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.

Glory is due to our God to the age of all ages. Amen.

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, O Lord.

The congregation now sings the Gospel response:

Let us worship our Savior: the philanthropic One: for He had compassion on us: came and saved us.

Then the ending is said:

Blessed is the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, the perfect Trinity: we worship Him and glorify Him.

PRIEST:

Pray.

In the presence of another priest, he adds:


Bless.


The other priest(s) answer(s):

You bless.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:


Peace be with all.


CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

THEN THE SEVEN LONG PRAYERS ARE SAID.

THE PRAYER FOR THE SICK

أوشيه المرضى 
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the sick of Your people.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and our brethren who are sick with any sickness, whether in this place or in any place, that Christ our God may grant us, with them, health and healing, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

You have visited them with mercies and compassion, heal them. Take away from them and from us all sickness and all maladies; the spirit of sicknesses chase away.

Those who have long lain in sickness raise up and comfort. All them that are afflicted by unclean spirits, set them all free.

Those who are in prisons or dungeons, and those who are in exile or captivity, or those who are held in bitter bondage, O Lord, set them all free and have mercy upon them.

For You are He Who looses the bound and uplifts the fallen; the hope of those who are hopeless and the help of those who have no helper; the comfort of the fainthearted; the harbor of those in the storm.

All souls that are distressed or bound, give them mercy, O Lord; give them rest, give them coolness, give them grace, give them help, give them salvation, give them the forgiveness of their sins and their iniquities.

As for us also, O Lord, the maladies of our souls heal, and those of our bodies too, do cure. O You, the true Physician of our souls and our bodies, the Bishop of all flesh, visit us with Your salvation.

CONGREGATION

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy, of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him, and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, forever, and unto the ages of ages .

Amen.

THE PRAYER FOR THE TRAVELERS

أوشيه المسافرين 
PRIEST:

We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, our fathers and our brethren who are traveling.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and our brethren who are traveling, or those who intend to travel anywhere. Straighten all their ways, whether by sea, rivers, lakes, roads, or those who are traveling by any other means, that Christ our God may bring them back to their own homes in peace, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

And those who intend to travel anywhere. 

Straighten all their ways, whether by sea, rivers, lakes, roads, or those who are traveling by any other means, everyone anywhere. Lead them into a haven of calm, a haven of safety. Graciously accompany them in their embarkation and be their companion in their travel. Bring them back to their own, rejoicing with joy and safe in security. Be a partner in work with Your servants in every good deed. As for us, O Lord, our sojourn in this life keep without harm, without storm and undisturbed unto the end.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy, of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him, and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and forever, and unto the ages of ages.

Amen.

PRIEST:

Graciously accord, O Lord, the air of heaven, the fruits of the earth, the waters of the rivers, the seeds, the herbs and the plants of the field this year, bless them.

DEACON:

Pray for the air of heaven, the fruits of the earth, the rising of the waters of the rivers, the seeds, the herbs and the plants of the field, that Christ our God may bless them, bring them to perfection in peace without harm, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Raise them to their measure according to Your grace. Give joy to the face of the earth. May its furrows be abundantly watered and its fruits be plentiful. Prepare it for sowing and harvesting. Manage our life as deemed fit. Bless the crown of the year with Your goodness for the sake of the poor of Your people, the widow, the orphan, the traveler, the stranger, and for the sake of us all who entreat You and seek Your holy name. For the eyes of every one wait upon You, for You give them their food in due season.

Deal with us according to Your goodness, O You Who give food to all flesh. Fill our hearts with joy and gladness, that we too, having sufficiency in every thing always, may abound in every good deed.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

THE PRAYER FOR THE KING

أوشيه الملك
PRIEST:

Remember O Lord the chief of our land, your servant.

DEACON:

Pray that Christ our Lord may grant us mercy and compassion in the eyes of the honorable chiefs. May they have a tender heart on us at all times and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Keep him in peace, justice and power. Subdue all the barbarians and alien nations who may desire war for all our abundance. Talk in his heart for the peace of Your one only Holy Catholic and Apostolic Orthodox church. Grant him to think peacefully in us and in Your Holy Name, so we may live in a calm and quiet life, and exist in every godliness and virtue.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

THE PRAYER FOR THE DEPARTED

أوشية المنتقلين 
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the souls of Your servants who have fallen asleep, our fathers and our brethren.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and brethren who have fallen asleep and reposed in the faith of Christ since the beginning; our holy fathers the archbishops, our fathers the bishops, our fathers the hegomens, our fathers the priests, our brethren the deacons, our fathers the monks, and our fathers the laymen, and for the full repose of the christians, that Christ our God may repose all their souls in the paradise of joy; and we too, accord mercy unto us, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Graciously, O Lord, repose all their souls in the bosom of our holy fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Sustain them ma green pasture, by the water of rest, in the paradise of joy; the place out of which grief, sorrow and groaning have fled away, in the light of Your saints. Raise up their bodies also, on the day which You have appointed, according to Your true promises, which are without lie. Grant them the good things of Your promises; that which an eye has not seen nor ear heard, neither have come upon the heart of man; the things which

You, O God, have prepared for them that love Your holy name.

For there is no death for Your servants, but a departure; and if any negligence or heedlessness has overtaken them as men, since they were clothed in flesh and dwelt in this world, do, O God, as a good and philanthropic One, graciously accord, O God, Your servants the Orthodox Christians, who are in the whole world, from sunrise to sunset and from North to South, each one by his name and each one by her name, O Lord repose them and forgive them. For none is pure from blemish even though his life on earth is a single day.

As for those, O Lord, whose souls You have taken, repose them, and may they be worthy of the kingdom of the heavens.

As for us all, grant us our Christian perfection that would be pleasing unto You, and give them, and us, a share and an inheritance with all Your saints.


CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy, of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You with Him, and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

TILE PRAYER FOR THE OBLATIONS

أوشيه القرابين
PRIEST:

We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the sacrifices, the oblations and the thanksgivings of those who have offered honor and glory unto Your holy name.

DEACON:
Pray for those who have care for the sacrifices, oblations, first fruits, oil, incense, coverings, reading books and altar vessels, that Christ our God reward them in the heavenly Jerusalem, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Receive them upon Your holy, rational altar of heaven, for a savor of incense before Your greatness in the heavens, through the service of Your holy angels and archangels.

As You have received the offerings of the righteous Abel, the sacrifice of our father Abraham and the two mites of the widow, so also receive the thank-offerings of Your servants; those in abundance or those in scarcity, hidden or manifest.

Those who desire to offer to You but have none, and those who have offered these gifts to You this very day, give them the incorruptible instead of the corruptible, the heavenly instead of the earthly and the eternal instead of the temporal. Their houses and their stores, fill them with every good thing. Surround them, O Lord, by the power of Your holy angels and archangels.

As they have remembered Your holy name on earth, remember them also, O Lord, in Your kingdom, and in this age too, leave them not behind.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy, of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him, and the Holy Spirit, the Ljfe-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and forever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

THE PRAYER FOR THE CATECHUMENS

أوشية الموعوظين 
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, the catechumens of Your people that have been for instructed, have mercy upon them.

DEACON:

Pray for the catechumens of our people so that Christ our Lord may make them worth of the Holy baptism and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O, Lord, confirm their faith in You. Uproot all traces of idolatry from their hearts. Establish in their hearts Your law, Your fear, Your commandments, Your truth, and Your Holy precepts. Grant that they know the permanence of the preaching they have received. In due course, let them be worthy of the baptism of the new birth for the remission of their sins. Prepare them to be a sanctuary for Your Holy Spirit through the grace and mercy of your Only-Begotten son, Jesus Christ, our lord, to whom is due all glory, honor, and power, together with you and the holy spirit, the Life-Giver, who is One in Essence with you, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

Then they say; lord have mercy 10 times, with the joyful tone. 

Then the ARCHDEACON recites the following prayer: 

We entreat the lord, saying: lord have mercy. Ask for the heavenly safety, the philanthropy that is of God, and the salvation of our souls. 

Lord have mercy. 

Pray that lord may forgive us our indolence that we committed willingly or unwillingly, to have him accept our prayer, and to have him bestow his mercy and compassion upon us when we say: 

Lord have mercy.     

Through the intercession of the Theotokos, our lady, Saint Mary, who is full of glory. And through the prayers of the honoured, the glorified, the unincarnated, archangel Michael, Gabriel, our saintly father the Evangelist and apostle Mark, and the various ranks of righteous saints, through their prayers God may have mercy on us all when we say. Lord have mercy.

ARCHDEACON:

Stand up well, stand in fear and trembling, stand in reverence and prudence; lift up your hearts to the heaven, and entreat Him, saying.

Lord have mercy.

The BISHOP says the following prayer:

Christ, our God, Who created Adam from dust, Who created in him a speaking and sensible soul, Who made him in His own image, and when Adam sinned was cast away from his glory, He was compassionate towards him because of His live-giving plan, His healing pain, and His glorious resurrection, we ask You, O God, our Redeemer to hear us, and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

Lord have mercy.

O 
Creator, the Word of God, the Father and the constant Hypostasis, Who was incarnated through the Virgin Saint Mary to save us, we, His creation, through the church which He bestowed upon us, hear us, O God, our Savior, and have mercy on us.

Lord Have mercy.

O
son of the invisible Father, born of His divinity before all ages, born of the saintly virgin at the end of time immaculately, and first to resurrect from the dead to save His people. Who lifted us up and made us His joint heirs to reside with Him in Heaven, we entreat You, O God our Savior, hear us and have mercy on us, Lord have mercy.

O God, Who built His church on the unshakable rock, Who secured her, adorned her with all virtues, made her a pure bride, placed in her the heavenly rites, in which the earthly became heavenly praising with the unincarnated, We ask O, our Lord, consider us as Your inheritance, and listen to us with Your compassion, o Lord of our salvation and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

O, God Who allowed Abraham of old, the father of the fathers, to be blessed by Melchizedek, through the bread and wine, in the manner of the blessing of the new covenant, that He gave to the church, we ask You, our Redeemer, to hear us and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

O, God Who showed Isaac the way of salvation pertaining to the new covenant, in fulfillment of the promise, we ask You, O God our Savior, to hear us and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

O, God Who revealed to Jacob, Your saint, that ladder climbing up to the sky with angels descending on it, and cried out, saying: This is a solemn place, this is the House of God, this is Heaven’s gate, and he picked up the stone that was under his head, laid it as a foundation, sprinkled oil everywhere on it, and called the place the House of God, we entreat You, O God, our Savior, to hear us and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

O, God Who gave the Law to Moses on Mount Sinai, and showed him the likeness of Heaven and the shadows of Heavenly beings, and he built the dome in the likeness of what he had seen, a place of forgiveness for the people’s sins, we ask You, O God, our Redeemer, listen to us and have mercy on us.

O Lord have mercy.

O, God Who ordered Moses to make in the dome a tabernacle from ebony coated with gold, and a gold vessel with manna in it as a symbol of life’s bread that came down from heaven to give life to the world, we ask You, O God, our Redeemer, listen to us and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

O, God Who granted wisdom to Israel who decorated the dome in the shape seen by Moses on the mountain, send Your Holy Spirit now to this place and purify it, and decorate it with the grace of Your Holy Spirit. We entreat You, O God our Savior, listen to us and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

O, God Who had a pledge with David to have him build the house which, at his command, his son built after him, we entreat you, sanctify this place. We ask You, O Lord, listen to us and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

O, God Who heard Solomon’s prayer in the temple, descended into it and sanctified it as a home for the forgiveness of sins, we ask You now, O philanthropic One, to descend into it and sanctify

it.
O our Redeemer, listen to us and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

O, God Who showed from the beginning, by setting an example, when making in the dome an undecaying wooden tabernacle, inlaid with pure gold, as a symbol of incorruptible and generated humanity; The gold vessel containing the manna, which stands for the bread of life that descended from heaven; Aaron’s dry rod which blossomed, indicating the venerable age of our race, the antiquity of our sins, and our rebirth through baptism; The altar shielded by the Cherubim for the sake of the invisible Divinity; O God, who had this house built for Yourself as an Adobe for your comfort; hear us, and for its sake and purity, sanctify it. We entreat You, O Lord, hear us and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

O
Lord, Who also bestowed Your holy church upon Your saintly apostles, and showed them heavenly ideals and priestly rites for them to practice. You created us to follow them and to enforce The laws and commandments that were given to us, and to please Your goodness. This place has been ordained a church for Your Godly sacraments so that You may purify and sanctify it. We entreat You, O our God, for its sake, listen to us and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

O
philanthropic One, the Creator, our Lord Jesus Christ, the merciful and benevolent, cast a look upon our weakness, we, who worship you. We ask Your great goodness to have mercy on us, and to make Your many mercies come quickly to us. We ask You, O Lord, to hear us and to have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

O, God who sent your Holy Spirit, proceeding from The Father upon your saintly apostles, send it now upon Your worshipers, and upon this place that You may bless, purify, and make of it an immaculate church, a home for redemption, a place for the forgiveness of sins, an angelic community, a haven of rescue, an immaculate shelter and a heavenly altar for the purification of corrupt souls who will be sanctified by repentance. Yes, O Lord our God, we, Your worshipers, entreat You to hear us and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

Ask for the life and upkeep of our honoured father, Abba, our patriarch and bishop(s) and for those joining us here in our prayers through the Holy Spirit. Hear us and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

We also entreat You in behalf of those standing here: the honored priests, Christ’s servers, and the congregation who love Jesus Christ, through the intercession of the Theotokos, the saint that is without blemish, the blessed Virgin Mary, and through the prayers of the honoured and unincarnate archangels Michael and Gabriel, and in the names of Saint John the Baptist and martyr,

Saint Stephen the first martyr, our blessed father St. Mark, beholder of God, Evangelist and Apostle, and of the various ranks of saints and the righteous. Yes, O Lord, hear us, we sinners, and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

THE THREE LONG PRAYERS

الثلاث أواشى الكبار 
PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

PRAYER FOR PEACE

أوشية السلام 
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the peace of Your one, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church.

DEACON:

Pray for the peace of the one, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Orthodox Church of God.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

That which exists from one end of the world to the other, all peoples and all flocks do bless; send your heavenly peace down into the hearts; and also the peace of this earthly life graciously grant unto us. The kings, the armies, the chiefs, the counselors, the multitudes, and our neighbors, bless their coming in and our going out, adorn them all with peace.

O King of peace, grant us Your peace; for You have given us all things. Bring us unto Yourself, O God our Savior, for we know none other but You, Your holy name we do utter. May our souls live by Your Holy Spirit, and let not the death which is by sin have dominion over us, Your servants, nor over any of Your people.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRAYER FOR THE FATHERS

أوشية الآباء
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, our patriarch, the honoured father, and high priest, Abba .

DEACON:

Pray for our high priest, Papa Abba ... pope, patriarch and archbishop of the great city of Alexandria, and for our Orthodox bishops.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

In sustaining, keep him with us for many years and through peaceful times, fulfilling the holy high priesthood, with which You have entrusted him, for Yourself, according to Your holy and blessed will; rightly deviding the Word of truth and shepherding Your people in purity and righteousness.

And sustain all the Orthodox bishops, hegomens, priests and deacons and all the fullness of Your one, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Orthodox Church.

Grant them and us peace and safety in every place.

May their prayers which they offer in our behalf, and in behalf of all Your people, as well as our prayers in their behalf, be received upon Your holy, heavenly and rational altar as a sweet savor of incense.

May all their enemies, seen and unseen, be trampled and humiliated under their feet speedily. As for them, keep them in peace and righteousness whithin Your holy church.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRAYER FOR THE CONGREGATIONS

أوشية الاجتماعات 
PRIEST:

Again, let us pray to the Lord God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, our congregations. Bless Them.

DEACON:

Pray for this holy church (monastery) and for our congregations.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRIEST:

Grant that they may be for us without obstacle or hindrance, that we may hold them according to Your holy and blessed will. Houses of prayer, houses of purity, houses of blessing, grant them unto us, O Lord, and Your servants who shall come after us, even forever.

The worship of idols, utterly uproot from the world. Satan and all his evil powers, trample and humiliate under our feet speedily. All offenses and their instigators, abolish. May all dissensions and corrupt heresies cease.

The enemies of Your holy church, O Lord, as at all times, now also humiliate. Strip their vanity, show them their weakness speedily. Bring to naught their envy, their intrigues, their madness, their wickedness and their slander which they commit against us. O Lord, bring them all to no avail; disperse their counsel, O God, Who dispersed the counsel of Ahithophel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Arise, O Lord God, let all Your enemies be scattered, and let all that hate Your holy name flee before Your face.

But permit Your people be found in blessing thousands of thousands and ten thousand times ten thousands by doing Your will.

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. Through Whom the gloiy, the honour, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Ljfe -Giver Who is of one essence with You, now and forever, and unto the ages of ages.

Amen.

THE ORTHODOX CREED

قانون الإيمان
We believe in one God, the Father, the Pantocrator, Who created heaven and earth, and all things seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all ages; Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten not made, of one essence with the Father, by Whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came dowr from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary, and became Man. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose from the dead, according to the scriptures, ascended into the heavens; He sits at the right hand of His Father, and He is coming again in His glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom shall have no end.

Yes, we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Life-Giver, Who proceeds from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who has spoken by the prophets. And in one Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. We confess one baptism for the remission of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the age to come. Amen.

TIRED OFFERING OF INCENSE

The bishop offers incense for the third time crossing the altar without chrism saying the following prayer:

O
Lord God, the Pantocrator, the Creator of all

creation, Renewer of all priestly rites in Your only apostolic church, and offerer of forgiveness in abundance at Your heavenly and endowed altar above the heavens, You ordered of old to have a dome built on the Holy Mountain, and to have Your only begotten Son appear. Lay a rational altar for the bloodless sacrifice that speaks in Your holy church.

DEACON:

Pray.

BISHOP:

Now, also send down the grace of Your Holy offering, the sacred Body and the precious Blood of Your Only-Begotten Son, as a purifying and healing spiritual offering to all who partake of It.

Glory and honor be to Your Holy Name, for Yours is the glory with Your Only-Begotten Son

and the Holy Spirit, the Life-giver, now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Stand up with respect. Stand up to pray saying:

Lord have mercy.

O Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who is enthroned on the Cherubim and the Seraphim who glorify you, we entreat You, O Lord, to hear us and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

O, Jesus Christ, One with the Paraclete, the Spirit of Truth and with the father, Who ascended

attending with us, ask our Lord God to descend upon it by saying:

Lord have mercy.

You, Who is in His Father’s bosom, Who became incarnate in the Virgin’s womb, Who, when Jacob, the father of fathers, saw Him on the ladder rising up to the sky, cried out saying: This is God’s

dwelling, and heaven’s gate, we entreat You, to hear us and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy.

Oh our King and Lord Jesus Christ: You who sent from above, and from the Father, Your Spirit, the Paraclete that descended from heaven in joy and glory, send to us also Your honorable Soul, fill us with the breath of Your sacred Spirit and with the power of Your gracious Cross. Remove from us all the deeds of the devil and of the gentiles at the prayer of Saint Mary, Your Mother, and of the unincarnate Saints Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, and of John the Baptist, the Apostle and Evangelist Saint Mark, and of all your Saints. We entreat You, O Lord, hear us and have mercy on us.

Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.

CONSECRATION OF THE ALTAR

تقديس المذبح 
BISHOP:

O Lord God, accept this ardent request from Your worshippers. Have mercy on us out of Your abundant compassion. Send Your numerous mercies upon us, and upon Your people standing before You and waiting for the richness of Your mercy because You are merciful. We lift up to You, O father, Son, and Holy Spirit, glory, honor, and worship.

O
Lord, God of our salvation, Who showed His Philanthropy in many ways and on several happy to substitute symbols with priestly rites and heavenly and angelic services, and Who freed us from the falsehoods of atheists and the deception of devils, and Who made us worthy to serve, You alone are our God. O Lord, the King, accept our supplications at this time, make us truly worthy of approaching You; do not stay away from us, and do show Your righteousness in us.

You are our Helper at all times. Bless us with the goodness of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ, Who fulfilled His will, gave Himself up for us as a pure sacrifice for the forgiveness of the sins of the whole world, Who was crucified for us, and Who rose , as He had said on the third day. After His chaste ascension that was full of glory, as had been planned by the Holy Spirit, He did not stay away from His disciples, He sent the Paraclete, the Spirit of Truth Who proceeds from the Father, the perfection of all leadership, the examiner of the servants of the Word, and the giver of gifts, priesthood, laws, and chastity.

And now, through the perfection of these sacraments given to us, help at all times those who raise offerings for us in keeping with the commandments of God, the Father, His Only-Begotten Son, and the Holy Spirit.

DEACON:

Pray.

BISHOP:

We entreat and ask You, O Philanthropic One, to complete the sanctification of this Altar, sacredly anointed with the oil of benediction and the mystery of the Holy Spirit, so that we may present on it the bloodless offering, and may stand before the throne of Your grace, present our supplications and those of the congregation, and partake in true faith, and pure conduct, the body of our Master who gave himself for us, and his honored blood that was shed for us,  which is of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ.

DEACON:

Pray.

BISHOP:

Yes, O our King, listen to us when we ask You, bestow upon us the blessing of Your Holy Spirit to sanctify this offering and this altar, and make us worthy of participating in Your holy, heavenly, and immortal sacraments.

A sacred altar.

CONGREGATION:

Amen.

BISHOP:

A haven for disturbed souls, and a shepherd of all senses and deeds. 

CONGREGATION:

Amen.

BISHOP:

A sanctuary from sins that we have committed willingly and unwillingly.

CONGREGATION:

Amen.

BISHOP:

A release from foolish intentions.

CONGREGATION:

Amen.

BISHOP:

Concern for heavenly blessings.

CONGREGATION:

Amen.

BISHOP:

Perfection for all devoutness.

CONGREGATION:

Amen.

BISHOP:

For You are God, the Blessed, the Only-Begotten Son and the Holy Spirit, and unto You is due glory, now and forever Amen.

DEACON:

Let us ask the Lord.

BISHOP:

O
Lord of all natures, Originator of all beings, Creator of all, Maker of resources for the human race, Creator of the earth, and Sole Worker of miracles, You alone are the One Who established the church everywhere, in every city, and in every district, and set altars in them, and ordered that, for You and for Your Holy name, expressive and bloodless offerings and liturgies should be raised to You for the salvation of souls. And now also, through Your Philanthropy, send us Your Holy Spirit, and perfect this altar, which is our hope of security, which redeems those who come to it, which saves our souls and bodies, and which forgives our sins.

For You alone are the compassionate, the tolerant, and the all-merciful. You are the One Who is eternally worthy of glory, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

ANOINTMENTS

The BISHOP then picks up the vessels of chrism and sprinkles from it three times on the altar in the sign of the cross while saying: Alleluia. He signs the altar with the cross three times with his thumb while saying:

With this sacred oil we make the sign of the cross on this altar that has been placed in the name of Saint - in the name of the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit.

He thus anoints the whole altar with his hand, and says: Alleluia.

Your Habitations, O Lord, are beloved. My soul is eager and longs to enter Your habitation, O Lord. The living God makes my heart and body rejoice, for the sparrow has found a home, and the dove has found a nest to place her young ones.

PRIESTS:

Alleluia. Alleluia.

BISHOP:

Blessed are Your altars, O Lord, God of Powers, my King, and my God. Blessed are all the inhabitants who praise You eternally, for the Maker of the Law gives blessings. They move from power to power. In Zion appears the God of gods. O Lord, God of all forces, listen to my prayer, listen, O God of Jacob, for one day in the Lord’s habitation is better than a thousand. Alleluia.

PRIESTS:

Alleluia.

BISHOP:

I enter the sanctuary of God, in front of Him who delighted in my youthful days, and I wash my hands clean. I circled Your altar, O Lord, to hear Your praise, and to speak of Your wonders. O Lord, I have loved the beauty of Your Domain and the place of Your Glory. Glory be to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, now and forever unto the ages of ages. Amen.

THANKSGIVING PRAYER

صلاة شكر
BISHOP:

Peace be with you all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

BISHOP:

We thank You, O Lord, God of all powers, for everything, for the grace that You poured forth on Your righteous and saintly apostles, and which You have not taken away from us, and have not forbidden to us, we sinners. Because of Your kindness and mercy, You have made it easy for us, and granted to us, who are unworthy to ask of Your greatness, and receive whatever we ask, May Your holy Name be glorified in everything.

DEACON:

Pray.

BISHOP:

And now we entreat You to complete this consecration. Make us worthy of standing before this altar, that has been blamelessly perfected, in purity and chastity. And in good intentions we offer to You in righteousness this expressive and bloodless offering, not for judgment nor for falling into it, but for the edification of the Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church, and for the propagation of Your congregation. Glory and honor to Your kingdom, for Your Name is pure, and You are abundant in mercy, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit now and forever and unto the ages of ages Amen.

The BISHOP prostrates with the PRIESTS in front of the altar.

ARCHDEACON:

Pray at this time for this church that the God of all may, through His Philanthropy, accommodate His grace to this altar and support it with righteousness and prepare it to be a shelter to the repentant, and a harbor of comfort to those in distress.

And a place of answered pray to the praise and prayers of the Orthodox believers who offer them to God upon it. Grant them, O Lord, their salvation. Repose their departed ones. Glory and honor to Your holy Name now and forever. Let us all cry saying: Lord have mercy.

THE CONCLUSION OF SERVICE

صلاة الختام 
The BISHOP and the PRIESTS, and the DEACONS stand beside the altar carrying the holy vessels and cover the altar with honoured covers and put the Bible and the cross on while praising in hymns.

DEACON:

Let us ask the Lord.

BISHOP:

We thank You, O good Master, and praise Your Holy Name, which is above all honored names, for You grant unto us the good things and made us worthy to stand before You to consecrate this pure altar, glorifying Your Philanthropy and petitioning for our lives.

DEACON:

Pray.

BISHOP:

We ask and entreat You, O Master, to make it a place for Your Holy Spirit to praise You, as we put aside hypocrisy and worldly lusts, to live in righteousness and holiness, and to be among the living before You, for You are the helper of those who live. We send unto You, glory and honor, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

ARCHDEACON:

For those who participated in the preparation of this church, and for those who laboured with them, we diligently entreat our God, the Philanthropic One, to grant them His kingdom.

Lord have mercy.

PRAYER FOR THE SERVANTS OF THE CHURCH

صلاة من أجل المهتمين ببيعة الله 
BISHOP:

O Lord, our God, remember all those who have served and have remembrance in this place, for Your holy Name. Reward them with Your prosperous gifts. Guard them with the host of Your pure powers. Save them from all the traps of devils and wicked people. Bless them and their deeds. Multiply their wealth.

Accommodate their entrance and going out for their benefit, and let their lives be pleasing before You. As You direct them, protect them from every disease and from all evil, and make them steadfast in the Orthodox Faith and help them to keep Your holy commandments.

And save us also with them unto the end. For You are good and all-merciful to all those who seek You. For unto You is due glory with Your Only Begotten Son and the Holy Spirit, the Life​ giver One-in-essence with You, now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

PSALTERS:

One is the all Holy Father, One is the all Holy

Son, One is the all Holy Spirit. Amen.

DEACON:

Bow your heads to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Before You, O Lord.

DEACON:

Worship God in fear.

BISHOP:

Peace be with you all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

The CONGREGATION bow their heads down while the BISHOP is saying the following absolution:

THE ABSOLUTION

صلاة التحليل 
O Lord, the Pantocrator, Who has the great throne, the limitless, Who made us worthy to reach this day and offer You thanksgiving prayer, accept our supplications through Your great mercy, and hear our prayers and do not despise it. Look down from Your heavenly abode and bless this church and all who are in it, who bow their heads unto You. Guard them with Your precious hand. Keep them pure from; blemish sin, harm, pain, corruption, misguidance, alteration, and evil of the world, all their lives. Because Your will is merciful. And unto You is due glory, O Father, Son and Holy Spirit now and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

THE PROCESSION

الدورة 
The BISHOP say the prayer of the incense while circling the altar and the bell of the mineret is rung thrice. The psalters circle the church inside and outside with the cymbals.

Then the Thanksgiving prayer is said followed by the psalm of the morrow’s Bible:

Psalms 26:8:

LORD, I have loved the habitation of Your house, and the place where Your honor dwells. Alleluia.

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the holy gospel.

The gospel according to St. Luke the evangelist.

Luke 19:1-10:

And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich. And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was little of stature. And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him: for He was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at your house. And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That He was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken anything from any man by fake accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, for so much as he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.

Glory be to God forever.

Followed by the three litanies, and the absolution. Then the BISHOP wash his hands in a bowl.

CONSECRATION OF THE ALTAR VESSELS.

صلوات تكريس أواني المذبح 
First:
The Altar Board

The Bishop looks toward the East and prays:

O Master Lord, God the Pantocrator, who created the heavens and the earth at the command of Your Word and filled them by Your Holy Spirit. You created the angels, the archangels, the Cherubim, and the Seraphim and all the heavenly host. You also created the mountains the seas and all therein.

We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, to hear us and bless this wooden board by Your invisible Hand, so that it becomes a Holy table and a Sanctuary that replaces the high altar built of and brick and stone. For You ordered Your servant Moses (the chief of prophets) to sanctify the Holy dome and all that is in it, and he did according to Your commandment.

I too, Your servant, who stands before You, ask that You to hear my abject self, as unworthy as I am, Oh Philanthropic One, through Jesus Christ our Lord and the Holy Spirit. And to bless this table so everything on it and everything in all the vessels of the sanctuary may be blessed. Now and Forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen.

He then takes The Holy Chrism (MYRON) and anoints the board 5 times in the form of the cross saying:

Blessed is the Lord Jesus Christ Son of the Holy God, and blessed is the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Congregation:

One is the All-Holy Father, One is the All-Holy Son One is the All-Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE CORPORALS OF THE ALTAR

صلاة على ستور ولفائف المذبح
The Bishop looks toward the East and prays:

O Master, Lord Jesus Christ, source of the treasure of mercy, Giver of all good for all those who trust Him, You extended the heavens, made the rainbow for the Ark and the clouds for the skies.

Now, O Master, Philanthropic One, let Your divine power descend on these vessels and the corporals in which they wrap the basin of Your Holy Body. Send the power of Your shroud that was in the tomb on these corporals so they maybe like the heavenly, for unto You is ascribed the power, glory and might along with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-giver, who is One in essence with You, now and forever unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Then he says:

One is the All-Holy Father, One is the All-Holy Son , One is the All -​Holy Spirit . Amen.

LITURGICAL VESSELS AND ELEMENTS:

صلاة لتكريس حق البخور وكرسى الكأس
· Box of Incense 

· The Ark (Throne) for the Chalice

· The Pitcher 

· Remaining Vessels:

·  Priestly Garments (including the Cross)

O Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, Father for our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ, we ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One to accept unto Yourself the votive offerings of Your servants (Names) who have offered them unto You. Grant them the incorruptible in place of the corruptible, the heavenly in place of the earthly and the eternal in place of the temporal. Graciously Oh Lord, sanctify these vessels and purify them through the grace of Your Holy Spirit. Also purify our souls, our bodies, our spirits, and grant us Your heavenly talents, through Your Only begotten Son, our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ Now and forever and unto the ages of ages, Amen

THE CENSERS

صلاة تقال في تكريس المجامر
The Bishop looks toward the East and prays:

O Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, Your awesome power is incomprehensible O God the Father, who sits upon the Throne aflame with the Cherubim and served by all the illumined and heavenly powers, “You are a consuming fire” (Hebrew 12:29)

You created angels and spirits, to serving Yoiu as flamed fire You who revealed this glory unto Moses your servant on Mount Sinai, and spoke to him from the burning bush which branches did not burn. We ask and entreat of You, Oh Philanthropic One to put Your Divine ands on these censers. Bless and purify them. Make them like the censer in the hands of the 24 presbyters who are standing before Your Glorious Throne offering incense, which is the prayers of the saints who remain on the earth. Accept unto Yourself oblations raised to You as a bloodless service offered from all nations; from the East to the West and from the North to the South. For Your Name is great O Lord in all nations, and in all places where they offer unto You incense to Your Holy Name, Oh Father, Son and Holy Spirit now and forever and unto the ages of all ages. Amen. (The Divine Liturgy of Saint Cyril the Great)

THE ALTAR VESSELS

صلاة لتكريس جميع أواني المذبح

The Bishop looks toward the East and prays:

O Gracious God who delights in His saints, who through Your goodness and Holy command, Your servant Moses took from the blood and sprinkled it on all the vessels of service. We now ask You, O Philanthropic One to graciously sanctify these vessels by your Holy Spirit. Purge them, through Christ’s Blood upon them and purify these vessels for the true, pure service of the Life-giving mysteries, which are; The precious Body and precious Blood of Your Christ.

For blessed and full of glory is Your Holy Name, in everything,

O Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

The Bishop anoints the vessels with the Holy MYRON (Chrism), and says:

One is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Holy God, and blessed is the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE PATTEN

صلاة لتكريس الصينية 
The Bishop prays:

O Master Lord, God the Good King, who extended His Holy arms and sanctified the patten which is filled with all good, which was prepared for those who love His Holy Name, who are seated in the banquet of the thousand years. Now also O Master, Philanthropic One extend Your Divine and Holy hands on this blessed patten, which will be filled from Your Holy Body that will be offered on the altar of the sanctuary for the Holy Church of (Name) in the city of (Name). Glory unto You with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

He anoints with Holy MYRON(Chrism) saying:

Blessed is the Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of the Holy God and Blessed is the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE CHALICE

صلاة لتكريس الكأس ولفائفه 
The Bishop prays:

O Master Lord, Jesus Christ, who is without blemish, both God and man together. Whose divinity parted not from His humanity, Who shed His Blood by His own free will for all creation. Put Your divine hands now on this chalice and sanctify it and purify that it so that it may hold Your Precious Blood. May it be a medicine for the soul and a remission of sins for all those who drink from it in truth. Glory unto You with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever unto the ages of ages. Amen.

He then anoints the chalice with the Holy MYRON(Chrism), inside and outside, saying:

Purity, sanctity, and grant blessing and sweetness to all those who drink of Your True Precious Blood. Amen.

THE SPOON

صلاة من اجل تكريس الملاعق
The Bishop prays:

O God, who made his servant Isaiah the prophet worthy to see the Seraphim, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs of the altar and touched his mouth (Isaiah 6:6,). Now, O God, the Father, the Pantocrator, extend Your hands upon this spoon. It will be used to give the Precious Blood of Your Only Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ. Bless it, purify it and grant unto the spoon the power and glory of the tongs which were in Seraphim’s right hand. For unto You is power, glory and might with Your Only Begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord, and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

He anoints the spoon with the Holy MYRON (Chrism), saying:

Glory, honor, strength, light and holiness unto the Holy Trinity, in the Holy Church of God in the City of (name). Amen.

THE PICTURES AND ICONS

صلاة من أجل تكريس الصور والإيقونات 
The Bishop prays:

O Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, Father of our lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, Who through His servant Moses gave us laws from the beginning, to be placed in the ark of the covenant, with the likeness of the Cherubim who cover themselves with their wings on either side of the altar. You granted wisdom to Solomon for the design of the Temple he built for You in Jerusalem. You appeared to Your Holy disciples through the incarnation of Your Only Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, and gave the design to them to build churches and monasteries, dedicated to the names of Your Saintly martyrs.

For this, we ask and entreat of You, Oh Philanthropic One, to send Your Holy Spirit upon these pictures of Your Saints and martyrs (Names). 

He then anoints them with the Holy MYRON (Chirsm), breathing on them, saying:

Be a haven of salvation and an expression of steadfastness, for all those who come forth in faithfulness unto them and to be granted grace from God through them because, these Holy Ones have been forgiven their sins and made pure. Blessed and full of glory is Your Holy Name, O Father, Son and Holy spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

He breathes on the sacred icons after Communion, and before drinking the water.

THE RELICS OF THE MARTYRS

صلاة من أجل أجساد الشهداء 
Our King of ages, who granted unto us this great grace which is filled with glory; that is the relics of Saint (Name) the martyr. This one struggled for the good cause, of Your Blessed Name, and cast out all evil power and carried his Holy Cross up into heaven, the place of eternal life. His Holy body still remains on earth and is glorified in this honored place in which we now worship.

You have granted O Lord, streams of healing to heal all of our diseases and to cast out all evil spirits. O Master, our Good and Philanthropic One, we ask and entreat You through the passion and suffering of the Saintly martyr who gave his life for Your Blessed Name to grant us health through his Holy body. Give to us, O Savior and to all those worship You for salvation, the good portion. Grant us the forgiveness of sins, healing of our souls, our bodies and our spirits and salvation to glorify You, O Christ our Savior. Amen.

