LAOAN & Its Meaning.

The word ‘Laqan’ is a Greek word means basin, which is meant by ‘bath-tub El-Maghtas. The Church practices it to sanctity’ the water, by the word of God and prayer (I Timothy 4:5), according to our Master who did so on the eve that preceded His holy passion. The believers are anointed for blessings and for the memory of our Lord’s baptism from John the Baptist (Matthew 3:13-1 7).

THE GOAL:

The Church practices that as a Divine command in memory of our Master when He washed the feet of His disciples on Great Thursday, before His crucifixion, thus fulfilling “ I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you” (John 13:1, 12-17).

The Coptic Orthodox Church, lead by the Holy Spirit, has three (3) Laqans: The Laqan of Theophany — The Laqan of Great Thursday — The Laqan of the feast of our fathers the Apostles. The Church practices this enactment since the Apostolic era, and many early fathers proclaimed that. The Church teaches its believers the following: The virtue of meekness, for He said:’Learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart’ (Matthew 11:29).

The virtue of love, for St. Paul said:’Therefore be followers of God as dear children. And walk in love , as Christ also has loved us’ (Ephesians 5:1,2). The virtue of purity,” Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5)

*May the Lord bless every good deed, for the glory of His Holy Name. Amen.

Put by our father the Bishop Abba Petros (Peter) Bishop of the city of Bahnasa.

To be read on the Laqan on the fifth of Abib, which is the feast of our fathers the Apostles: our father St. Peter and our teacher St. Paul.

The order of its Laqan: After they complete the raising of incense of

Matins, the Psaltors and the deacons bring forth the Archpriest to the place of Laqan in a procession. They car lit candles while chanting the following:

Truly You are blessed

O King of peace
Truly You are blessed with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit,
for You were baptized &  saved us.


O King of peace, grant us Your peace, establish ferns Your peace, and forgive us our sins.

Disperse the enemies of the church, and strengthen her so it will never shake.

Emmanuel, our God, in His Father’s Glorywith the Holy Spirit, is now in our midst. 

That He blesses us all, purifies our hearts, and heals the sickness of our souls and bodies.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

PRIEST:

Have mercy on us, O God, the Father, the Pantocrator. Alt-Holy Trinity, have mercy on us.

Lord, God of the powers be with us, for there is no helper is our afflictions and our seeds but You.

CONGREGATION:

Our Father Who art in heaven; hallowed he Thy name; Thy kingdom come:  They will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our bread of the morrow, and forgive us our trespasses,


as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us front evil, 

In Christ Jesus, our Lord. For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRIEST:

We worship You, O Christ, with Your goo.
 
Father and the Holy Spirit, for You were baptized & saved us 
He bows before the other priests and the people
saying: 
Bless me. Lo, the metanoia. Forgive me.
PRIEST:
Pray.

In the  presence of another priest, he adds:
Bless.

In The   presence of other priests, he adds:
Bless.

The other priest(s) answer(s):
You bless.
 

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

Priest : 

Peace be with all 

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

صلاة الشكر 
PRIEST:

Let us give thanks to the beneficent and merciful 


God, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, for He has covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to Hint, spared us.

supported us, and has brought us to this hour. Let us also ask Hint, the Lord our God, the Pantocrator, to guard us in all peace this holy day and all the days of our life.


DEACON:

Pray.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.



PRIEST:


O Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, the Father
of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, we thank You for every condition, concerning every  condition, and in every condition. For You have covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to You, spared us, supported us, and have brought us to this hour.


DEACON:


Pray that God have mercy and compassion upon us, hear us, help us and accept the supplications and prayers of His saints, for that which is good, on our behalf, at all times, and forgive us one sins. 

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Therefore, we ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, grant us to complete this holy day, and all the days of our life, in all peace with Your fear.

All envy, all temptation, all the work of Satan, the counsel of wicked men and the rising up of enemies, hidden and manifest, take them away from us, and from all Your people, And from thus basin, and from this church and from this holy place that is yours.  

But those things which are good and profitable do provide for us, for it is you who have given us the authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and upon all the power of the enemy. 

Then the priest proceeds and puts incense (5 times) in the vessel crossing the incense’s drawer, and each time the DEACON answers him saying: amen. After that he prays the litany for morning incense inaudibly. 

PRIEST:

O God, who  has received unto himself the gifts of Abel the  righteous, the sacrifice of Noah and Abraham and the incense of Aaron and Zachariah,

DEACON:

Pray for our sacrifice and those who have brought it.

PRIEST:

receive unto Yourself this incense from our hands, us sinners, as a savour of incense unto the forgiveness of our sins with the rest of Your people.

For Blessed and full of glory is Your holy name, O Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and at all times and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

White the PRIEST offers incense, the congregation sings “The Verses of the Cymbals”

THE VERSES OF THE CYMBALS 

أرباع الناقوس
On Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, start by:

O come, let us worship the Holy Trinity; the  Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit;

We, the Christian people, for this is our true God. 

We have hope in Saint Mary, that God will have mercy upon us, through her intercessions.

On all other days, namely; Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, start by:

We worship the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the Holy and co-essential Trinity.

Hail to the church, the house of the angels. Hail to the Vtvgin, who gave birth to our Saviour. 

Then continue by:

Hail to you, O Mary, the fate dove, who brought forth unto us God the Logos.



Hail to you, O Mary; a holy hail. Hail to you,  OMary, the Mother of the Holy.

Hail to Michael, the great archangel. Hail to Gabriel the angel-evangel.

Hail to the Cherubim. Hail to the Seraphim. Hail to all the heavenly orders.

Jesus Christ is He: yesterday, today and forever: 

One Iconum: we worship and glorify Hint.


Hail to John the great forerunner. Hail to the priest, the cousin of Emmanuel.

Hail to my lords and fathers, the apostles. Hail to the disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Hail to you, O martyr. Hail to the evangelist. Hail to the apostle, Mark, the beholder-of-God.

Hail to Stephen, the first martyr. Hail to the blessed archdeacon.

Hail to you, O martyr. Hail to the courageous hero. Hail to the victorious martyr, my lord the prince, George.

If A METROPOLITAN OR BISHOP IS ATTENDING, THEY SAY:

We ask You, O Son of God to keep the life of our Patriarch Abba (...) the high priest. Confirm him upon his throne.

And his brother in the ministry our father the righteous saint Abba (...) the Metropolitan (Bishop) confirm him in his seat.

O King of peace, grant us Your peace, establish ferns Your peace, and forgive us our sins.

Disperse the enemies of the church, and strengthen her so it will never shake.

Emmanuel, our God, in His Fathers Glory with the Holy Spirit, is now in our midst.

That He blesses us all, purifies our hearts, and heals the sickness of our souls and bodies.


We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You were baptized & saved us. 

PSALM 5O (51)

المزمور الخمسون 
The Miserere: Prayer of Repentance 

1 For the leader. A psalm of David, 2 when Nathan the prophet came to him after his sin with Bethsabee. 

A 

3 Have mercy on me, O god, in your goodness, 

4 Thoroughly wash me from my guilt and of my sin cleanse me. 

B






I

5 For I acknowledge my offense, and my sin is before me always: 

6 “Against you only have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight”- That you may be justified in you sentence, vindicated when you condemn. 

7 Indeed, in guilt was I born, and in sin my mother you condemn. 

8 Behold, you are pleased with sincerity of heart, and in my inmost being you teach me wisdom.

II

9 Cleanse me of sin wills hyssop, that I may be purified;

wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

1O Let me hear the sounds of joy and gladness;

the bones you have crushed small rejoice. 

11 Turn away your face from my sins, and blot out all my guilt.

III

12 A
clean heart create for me, O God, and a steadfast spirit renew within me.

3 Cast me not out from your presence, and your holy spirit take sot from me.

14 Give me back the joy of your salvation, and a willing spirit sustain in me.

IV

15  I
will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners shall return to yen.

16 Free me from blood guilt, O God, my saving God; then toy tongue shall revel in your justice. 

17  O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

18  For you are not pleased with sacrifices; should I offer a holocaust, you would not accept it.

19  My sacrifice, O God, is a contrite spirit; a heart contrite and humbled, O God, you will not spurn.

20 Be bountiful, O Lord, to Sion in your kindness. by rebuilding the walls of Jernsatem; 

21 Then shall you be pleased with due sacri​fices, burnt offerings and holocausts; then shall they offer up buttocks on your 
altar. ALLELUIA

Glory be to our God. Alleluia.

A reading from the Book of EXODUS - to Moses the Prophet, may his blessings be with us all Amen. Exodus 15:22-27; 16:1
22 Then Moses led Israel forward from the Red Sea, and they marched out to the desert of Sur. After traveling for three days through the desert without finding water, 23 they ar​rived at Mara, where they could not drink the water, because it was too bitter. Hence this place was called Mara. 24 As the people grumbled against Moses, saying, “What are we to drink?” 25 he appealed to the LORD, who pointed out to him a certain piece of wood. When he threw this into the water, the water became fresh.

It was here that the LORD, in making rules and regulations for them, put them to the test. 26 “If you really listen to the voice of the LORD, your God,’ he told them, “and do what is right in his eyes: if you heed his command​ments and keep all his precepts, I will not afflict you with any of the diseases with which I afflicted the Egyptians; for I, the LORD, am your healer.”

27 Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees, and they camped there near the water.

Having set out from Elim, the whole II Israelite community came into the desert of Sinai. which is between Elim and Sinai.

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, our God forever and ever. Amen.

A reading from the Book of EXODUS —to Moses the Prophet, may his blessings be with us all. Amen.  Exodus 3O:17-3O

17 The LORD said to Moses, it “For ablutions you shall make a bronze layer with a bronze t base. Place it between the Meeting Tent and the altar, and put water in it. 19 Aaron and his sons shall use it in washing their hands and feet. 2O When they are about to enter the Meeting Tent, they must wash with water, lest they die. Likewise when they approach the altar in their ministry, to offer an oblation to the Lord, 21 they must wash their hands and feet, lest they die. This shall be a perpetual ordinance for him and his descendants through​out their generations.”

The Anointing Oil

22 The LORD said to Moses, 23 “Take the finest spices: five hundred shekels of free-flowing myrrh; half that amount, that is, two hundred and fifty shekels, of fragrant cinna​mon; two hundred and fifty shekels of fragrant cane; 24 five hundred shekels of cassia—all according to the standard of the sanctuary shekel; together with a bin of olive oil; 25 and blend them into sacred anointing oil, perfumed ointment expertly prepared. 26 With this sacred anointing oil you shall anoint the Meet​ing Tent and the Ark of the Commandments, 27 the table and all its appurtenances, the lamp stand and its appurtenances, the altar of incense 28 and the altar of holocausts with all its appurtenances, and the layer with its base. 29 When you have consecrated them, they shall be most sacred; whatever touches them shall be sacred. 3O Aaron and his sons you shall also anoint and consecrate as my priests.

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, our God forever and ever. Amen.

A reading from the Book ISAIAH the Prophet — may his blessings be with us all. Amen.
Isaiah 1:16-26

16 Wash yourselves, be clean, take away the evil of your devices from my eyes: cease to do perversely,

17 Learn to do well: seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge for the fatherless, defend the widow.

18 And then come, and accuse me, saith the Lord: if your sins be as scarlet, they shall be made as white as snow: and if they be red as crimson, they shall be white as wool.

19 If you be willing, and will hearken to me, you shall eat the good things of the land.

2O But if you wilt not, and will provoke me to wrath: the sword shall devour you because the mouth of the Lord bath spoken it.

The Purification of Jerusalem

21 How is the faithful city, that was full of judgment, become a harlot? justice dwelt in it, but now murderers.

22 Thy silver is turned into dross: thy wine is mingled with water.

23 Thy princes are faithless, companions of thieves: they alt love bribes, they run after rewards. They judge not for the fatherless: and the widow’s cause cometh not in to them.

24 Therefore saith the Lord the God of hosts, the mighty one of Israel: Ah! I will comfort myself over my adversaries: and I will be re​venged of my enemies.

25 And I wilt turn my hand to thee, and I will clean purge away thy dross, and I will take away alt thy tin.

26 And I will restore thy judges as they were before, and thy counsellors as of old. After this thou shalt be called the city of the just, a faithful city.

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, our God forever and ever. Amen.

A reading from the Book of ISAIAH the Prophet — may his blessings be with us all. Amen.
Isaiah 35:1-1O

The Restoration of God’s People

THE land that was desolate and impassable shall be glad, and the wilderness shall rejoice, and shall flourish like the lily.

2 It shall bud forth and blossom, and shall re​joice with joy and praise: the glory of Libanus is given to it: the beauty of Carmel, and Saron, they shall see the glory of the Lord, and the beauty of our God.

3 Strengthen ye the feeble hands, and confirm the weak knees.

4 Say to the fainthearted: Take courage, and fear not: behold your God will bring the re​venge of  recompense: God himself wilt come and wilt save you.

5 Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 

6 Then shall the tame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall be free: for waters are broken out in the desert, and streams in the wilderness.

7 And that which was dry land, shall become a pool, and the thirsty land springs of water. In the dens where dragons dwelt before, shall rise up the verdure of the reed and the bulrush. 

8 And a path and a way shall be there, and it shall be called the holy way: the unclean shall not pass over it, and this shall be unto you a straight way, so that fools shall not err therein. 

9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any mis​chievous beast go up by it, nor be found there: but they shall walk there that shall be delivered. 

1O And the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and shall come into Sion with praise, and ever​lasting joy shall be upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, our God forever and ever. Amen.

A reading from the Book of ISAIAH the Prophet — may his blessings be with us all Amen.
Isaiah 43:16-28; 44:1-6

16 Thus saith the Lord, who made a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters. 

17 Who brought forth the chariot and the horse, the army and the strong: they lay down to sleep together, and they shall not rise again:

they are broken as flax, and are extinct. 

18 Remember not former things, and look not on things of old. 

2O The beast of the field shall glorify me, the dragons and the ostriches: because I have given waters in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my people, to my chosen.

21 This people have I formed for myself, they shall shew forth my praise.

22 But thou hast not called upon me, O Jacob, neither hast thou laboured about me,  O Israel.

23 Thou bait not uttered me the ram oh thy holocaust, nor hail thou glorified me wills thy victims: I have not caused thee to serve with oblations, nor wearied thee with incense.

24 Thou hast bought me no sweet cane with money, neither hail thou filled me with the fat of thy victims. But thou hail made me to serve with thy sins, thou hail wearied me with thy iniquities.

25 I am, I am he that blot out thy iniquities for my own sake, and I will not remember thy sins.

26 Put me in remembrance, and let us plead together: tell if thou hail any thing to justify thyself.

27 Thy first father sinned, and thy teachers have transgressed against me.

28 And I have profaned the holy princes, I have given Jacob to slaughter, and Israel to reproach.

AND now hear, O Jacob, my servant, and Israel whom I have chosen.

2 Thus saith the Lord that made and formed the, thy helper from the womb: Fear sot, O my servant Jacob, and thou most righteous whom I have chosen.

3 For I wilt pour out waters upon the thirsty ground, and streams upon the dry land: I will pour out my spirit upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thy stock.

4 And they shall spring up among the herbs, as willows beside the running waters.

5 One shall say: I am the Lord’s, and another shall call himself by the name of Jacob, and another shall subscribe with his hand, To the Lord, and surname himself by the name of Israel.

6 Thus saith the Lord the king of Israel, and his redeemer the Lord of hosts: I am the first, and I am the last, and besides me there is no God.

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, our God forever and ever. Amen.

A reading from the Book of ZACHARIAS the Prophet — may his blessings be wiih us All. Amen. Zachariah 8:7-19

7 Thus saith the Lord of hosts: Behold I will save my people from the land of the east, and from the land of the going down of the sun.

8 And I will bring them, and they shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God in truth and in justice.

9 Thus saith the Lord of hosts: Let your hands be strengthened, you that hear in these days these words by the mouth of the prophets, in the day that the house of the Lord of hosts was founded, that the temple might be built. 

1O For before those days there was no hire for men, neither was there hire for beasts, neither was there peace to him that came in, nor to him that went out, because of the tribulation: and I let alt men go every one against his neighbour.

11 But now I with not deal with the remnant of this people according to the former days, saith the Lord of hosts.

12 But there shall be the seed of peace: the vine shall yield her fruit, and the earth shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give their dew: and I with cause the remnant of this people to possess alt these things.

13 And it shall come to pass, that as you were a curse among the Gentiles, O house of Juda, and house of Israel: so will I save you, and you shall be a blessing: fear not, let your hands be strengthened.

14 For thus saith the Lord of hosts: As I purposed to afflict you, when your fathers had provoked me to wrath, saith the Lord,

15 And I had no mercy: so turning again I have thought in these days to do good to the house of Juda, and Jerusalem: fear not.

16 These then are the things, which you shall do: Speak ye truth every one to his neighbour: judge ye truth and judgment of peace in your gates.

17 And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his friend: and love not a false oath: for all these are the things that I hate, saith the Lord.

18 And the word of the Lord of hosts came to me, saying:

19 Thus saith the Lord of hosts: The fast of the fourth month, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the seventh, and the fast of the tenth shall be to the house of Juda, joy, and gladness, and great solemnities: only love ye truth and peace.

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, our God

forever and ever. Amen.

A reading from the Book of ZACHARIAS the Prophet — may his blessings be with us All. Amen.  Zachariah 14:8-11

8 And it shall come to pass in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem: half of them to the east sea, and half of them to the last sea: they shall be in summer and in winter.

9 And the Lord shall be king over all the earth: in that day there shall be one Lord, and his name shall be one.

1O And all the land shall return even to the desert, from the hill ho Remmon to the south of Jerusalem: and she shall be exalted, and shall dwell in her own place, from the gate of Benjamin even ho the place of the former gate, and even to the gate of the corners: and from the tower of Hananeel even to the king’s winepresses.

11 And people shall dwell in it, and there shall be no more an anathema: but Jerusalem shall sit secure.

Glory be to the Holy Trinity, our God forever and ever. Amen.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come * and saved us.

THE PAULINE EPISTLE

A chapter from the Epistle of our teacher St. Paul To the Heberews his blessings be upon us, Amen. 

22 let us draw near with a true heart in fullness of faith, saving our hearts cleansed from an evil conscience by sprinkling, and the body washed with clean water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without waver​ing, for he who has given the promise is faithful.

24 And let us consider how to arouse one another to charity and good works; 25 not for​saking our assembly as is the custom of some, but exhorting one another, and this all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

Guilt of Apostasy

26 For if we sin willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there remains no longer a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain dreadful expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries.” 28 A man making void the Law of Moses dies without any mercy on the word of two or three witnesses; 29 how much worse punishments do you think he deserves who has trodden under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant through which he was sancti​fied, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? 3O For we know him who has said, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

Second Motive. Trials Well Borne

32 But call to mind the days gone by, in which, after you had been enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings;

33 partly while you were made a spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations, and partly while you became companions of those who were so treated;


34 For you both have had compassion on those in prison and have joyfully accepted the plundering of your own goods, knowing that you have a better possession and a lasting one. 

35 Do not, there​fore, lose your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you have need of patience that, doing the with of God, you may receive the promise: 3 “For yet a very little while, and he who is to come, with come, and with not delay. 38 Now my just one lives by faith. But if he draws back, he with not please my soul.” 39 We however, are not of those who draw back unto destruction, but of those who have faith to the saving of the soul.

The grace of God the Father be with you all. Amen

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who rose from the dead and ascended into the heavens, have mercy upon us.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now, and always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. O Holy Trinity, have mercy upon us.

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

Congregation:

And with your spirit.

TILE PRAYER FOR TILE GOSPEL

أوشيه الإنجيل 
PRIEST:

O Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said t. His saintly, honoured disciples and holy apostles “Many prophets and righteous men have desired in see the things which you see, and have not seer them, and to hear the things which yea hear antt have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear.” May we h.. worthy to hear and to act according to Your holy gospels through the prayers of Your saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the holy gospel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIE5T:

Remember also, O our Master, all those who rave bidden us to remember then in our supplications and prayers which we offer up Oslo You, O Lord our God.

Those who have already fallen asleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all.

And to You we send up the glory, and the honour and the adoration, together with Your good Father I and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of unto essence with You. Now and at all times and unto the age of all ages Amen.

A psalm of David(5O:9,12)

9 Cleanse me of sin with hyssop, that t may be purified; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

12 A clean heart create for me, O God, and a steadfast spirit renew within me. “Alleluia.”

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the holy gospel.

PRIEST:

Blessed be He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Bless, O Lord, the reading of the holy gospel, according to St. John the evangelist and holy Apostle, may his blessings...

Be with us all. Amen.

Our Lord, God, Saviour, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, to Whom is glory forever. Amen

The Cure at the Pool of Bethsaida

AFTER this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2 Now there is at Jerusalem, by the Sheepgate, a pool called in Hebrew Bethsaida, having five pOth. roes. In these were tying a great multitude of the sick, blind, lame, and those with shrivelled limbs, waiting for the moving of the water. 4 For an angel of the Lord used to come down at certain times into the poll, and the water was troubled. And the first to go down into the pool after the troubling of the water was cured of whatever infirmity he had.

Now a certain man was there who had been thirty-eight years under his infirmity. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew that he had been in this state a long time, he said to him, “Dost thou want to get well?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred; for while I am coming, another steps down before me.’ 8 Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up thy pallet and walk.” 9 And at once the man was cured. And he took up his pallet and began to walk. Now that day was a Sabbath.

1O The Jews therefore said to him who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath; thou art not allowed to take up thy pallet.” 11 He answered them, “He who made me well said to me, ‘Take up thy pallet and walk.’’ 12 They asked him then, “Who is the man who said to thee, ‘Take up thy pallet and walk’? 13 But the man who had been healed did not know who he was, for Jesus had quietly gone away, since there was a crowd in the place.

14 Afterwards Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, “Behold, thou art cured. Sin no more, lest something worse befall thee.” 15 The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him.

16 And this is why the Jews kept persecuting Jesus, because he did such things on the Sab​bath. 117 Jesus, however, answered them, “My Father works even until now, and I work.” 18 This, then, is why the Jews were the more anxious to put him to death; because he not only broke the Sabbath, but also called God his own Father, making himself equal to God.

And Glory be to God forever.

The PRIEST, holding the cross with three lighted tapers in his right hand, chants the following:

PRIEST:

God, have mercy upon us,

Settle Your mercy upon us,

Have compassion upon us,

CONGREGATION:

Amen.

PRIEST:

Hear us,

CONGREGATION:

Amen.

PRIEST:

Bless us,

Guard us,

Help us,

CONGREGATION:

Amen.

PRIEST:

Take away Your anger from us

Visit us with Your salvation,

And forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:
(1O times wtth the cymbals)

Then the Priest blesses the Lagan with the Cross three times.
The Deacons then say the following response in the regular tone:

Jesus Christ is He, yesterday, today and forever: One Iconum: we worship and glorify Him.

Then the Priest prays the following seven big litanies:

THE PRAYER FOR THE SICK

أوشيه المرضى 
(On the morning offering, except Saturdays)

PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the sick of Your people.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and our brethren who are sick with any sickness, whether is this place or in any place, that Christ our God may grant us, with them, health and healing, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

You have visited them with mercies and compassion, heat them. Take away from them and from us all sickness and all maladies; the spirit of sicknesses chase away.

Those who have tong lain in sickness raise up and comfort. Alt them that are afflicted by unclean spirits, set them all free.

Those who are in prisons or dungeons, and those who are in exile or captivity, or those who are held in bitter bondage, O Lord, set them all free and have mercy upon them.

For You are He Who looses the bound and uplifts the fallen; the hope of those who are hopeless and the help of those who have no helper; the comfort of the fainthearted; the harbor of those in the storm.

All souls that are distressed or bound, give them mercy, O Lord; give them rest, give them coolness, give them grace, give them help, give them salvation, give them the forgiveness of their sins and their iniquities.

As for us also, O Lord, the maladies of our souls heal, and those of our bodies too, do cure. O You, the true Physician of our souls and our bodies, the Bishop of all flesh, visit us with Your salvation.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

THE PRAYER FOR THE TRAVELERS

أوشيه المسافرين
[On weekdays (except feast days), when the oblations are not present]

PRIEST:

We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, our fathers and our brethren who are traveling.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and our brethren who are traveling, or those who intend to travel anywhere. Straighten all their ways, whether by sea, rivers, lakes, roads, or those who are traveling by any ether means, that Christ our God may bring them back to their own homes in peace, and forgive us oar sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

And those who intend to travel anywhere. Straighten all their ways, whether by sea, rivers, lakes, roads, or those who are traveling by any other means, everyone anywhere. Lead them into a haven of calm, a haven of safely.

Graciously accompany them in their embarkation and be their companion in their travel. Bring them back to their own, rejoicing with joy and safe in security. Be a partner in work with Your servants in every good deed. As for us, O Lord, our sojourn in this life keep without harm, without storm and undisturbed unto the end.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

THE PRAYER OF THE AIR OF THE HEAVEN..

          أوشيه أهوية السماء وثمرات الأرض
PRIEST:

Graciously accord, O Lord, the air of heaven, the fruits of the earth, the waters of the rivers, the seeds, the herbs and the plants of the field this year, bless them.

DEACON:

Pray for the air of heaven, the fruits of the earth, the rising of the waters of the rivers, the seeds, the herbs and the plants of the field, that Christ our God may bless them, bring them to perfection in peace without harm and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Raise them to their measure according to Your grace. Give joy to the face of the earth. May its furrows be abundantly watered and its fruits be plentiful. Prepare it for sowing and harvesting.

Manage our life as deemed fit. Bless the crown of the year with Your goodness for the sake of the poor of Your people, the widow, the orphan, the traveler, the stronger, and for the sake of us all who entreat You and seek Your holy name. For the eyes of every one wail upon You, for You give them their food in due season.

Deal with us according to Your goodness, O You Who give food to all flesh. Fill our hearts with joy and gladness, that we too, having sufficiency in everything, always, may abound in every good deed.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver Who is of One Essence with You, now and al all times, and unto age of all ages. Amen.

THE PRAYER OF THE KING

أوشيه الملك 
PRIEST:

Again let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, remember O Lord the chief of our land, your servant keep him in peace, justice and power. Subdue all the barbarians and alien nations who may desire war for all our abundance. Talk in his heart for the peace of Your one only holy catholic and apostolic Orthodos church. Grant him to think peacefully in us and in Your Holy Name, so we may live in a calm and quiet life, and exist in every godliness and virtue.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

THE PRAYER FOR THE DEPARTED

أوشيه المنتقلين 
(On flit evening offering, as well as on Saturdays’ morning offering)

PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the souls of Your servants who have fallen asleep, our fathers and our brethren.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and brethren who have fallen asleep and reposed in the faith of Christ since the beginning; our holy fathers the archbishops, our fathers the bishops, our fathers the hegomens, our fathers the priests, our brethren the deacons, our fathers the Monks, and our fathers the laymen, and for the full repose of the Christians, that Christ our God may repose all their souls in the paradise of joy; and we too, accord mercy unto us, and forgive us one sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Graciously, O Lord, repose all their souls in the bosom of our holy fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Sustain them in a green pasture, by the water of rest, in the paradise of joy; the place out of which grief, sorrow and groaning have fled away, in the light of Your saints. Raise up their bodies also, on the day which You have appointed, according to Your true promises, which are without lie. Grant them the good things of Your promises; that which an eye has not seen nor ear heard, neither have come upon the heart of man; the things which You, O God, have prepared for hens that love Your holy name.

For there is no death for Your servants, but a departure; and if any negligence or heedlessness has overtaken Item as men, since they were clothed in flesh and dwelt in this world, do, O God, as a good and Philanthropic One, graciously accord, O God, Your servants the Orthodox Christians, who are in the whole world, front sunrise to sunset and from North to South, each one by his name and each one by her name, O Lord repose thins and forgive theta. For none is pure from blemish even though his life on earth is a single day. As for those, O Lord, whose souls You have taken, repose them, and may they be worthy of the kingdom of the heavens. As for us all, grant us our Christian perfection that would be pleasing unto You, and give them, and us, a share and an inheritance with all Your saints.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

THE PRAYER FOR THE OBLATIONS

أوشيه القرابين
(On Sundays, feast days and whenever the oblations are present.)

PRIEST:

We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the sacrifices, the oblations and the thanksgivings of those who have offered honor and glory unto Your holy name.

DEACON:

Pray for those who have care for the sacrifices, oblations, first fruits, oil, incense, coverings, reading books and altar vessels, that Christ our God reward them in the heavenly Jerusalem, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Receive them upon Your holy, rational altar of heaven, for a savour of incense before Your greatness in the heavens, through the service of Your holy angels and archangels.

As You have received the offerings of the righteous Abel, the sacrifice of our father Abraham and the Two miles of the widow, so also receive the thank-offerings of Your servants; those in abundance or those in scarcity, hidden or manifest. Those who desire to offer to You bat have none, and those who have offered these gifts to Yon this very day, give them the incorruptible instead of the corruptible, the heavenly instead of the earthly and the eternal instead of the temporal.

Their houses and their stores, fill them with every good thing. Surround them, O Lord, by the power of Your holy angels and archangels.

As they have remembered Your holy name on earth, remember them also, O Lord, in Your kingdom, and in this age too, leave them not behind.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

THE PRAYER OF THE CATECHUMENS

أوشيه للموعوظين
PRIEST:

Again let us pray to God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. We pray and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, for the catechumens of Your people that have been instructed, have mercy upon them.

DEACON:

Pray for the catechumens of our people so that Christ our Lord may make them worthy of the Holy baptism and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Confirm them in faith in You. All the remains of idolatry uproot from their hearts. Your law, Your fear, Your commandments, Your truths and Your Holy precepts establish firm in their hearts. Grant  them that  they may know the confirmation of the  instruction preached to them. In due course let them be worthy of the washing of the new birth for the remission of their sins. Prepare them to be sanctuary for Your Holy Spirit.

CONGREGATION:


Lord have mercy.

 




THE PRIEST SAYS THE LITANY:

يقول الكاهن الطلبة 
Presbyter

O Thou who girded Himself with a towel and covered up Adam’s nakedness. Thou who gave us the garment of Divine sonship, we ask Thee, O Christ God, hearken and have mercy.

Congregation :

Lord have mercy

Presbyter

O Thou who for the love of mankind became man; Thou girded Thyself with a towel to cleanse us from the stains of our sins; we ask Thee, O Christ God, hearken and have mercy.

Congregation :
Lord have mercy

Presbyter

O Thou who prepared for as the way of life through the washing of the chosen holy disciples’ feet ;we ask Thee, O Christ God, hearken  and have mercy.

Congregation :

Lord have mercy

Presbyter

O Christ our God who walked on the waters and through Thy love for man washed the disciples feet; we ask Thee, O Christ God, hearken and have mercy.

Congregation :
Lord have mercy

Presbyter
O Thou who clothed Himself in light like a garment, girded Himself and washed the disciples’ feet and wiped them; we ask Thee hearken and have mercy. 

Congregation :
Lord have mercy

Presbyter
O Christ our God, the Pantocrator, bestower of divine gifts to those who serve Thy Holy Name, who sustains and supports all. Thou who feeds them with His love; we ask Thee, O Christ God, hearken and have mercy.

Congregation :
Lord have mercy

Presbyter

O Thou who gathers together the waters above the heavens and sets the boundaries there of; we ask Thee, O Christ God, hearken and have mercy.

Congregation :

Lord have mercy

Presbyter
O Thou who measured the waters and the heaven with His Hands and held all the earth with the palm of His Hand; we ask Thee, O Christ God, hearken and have mercy.

Congregation :

Lord have mercy

Presbyter
O Thou who through His wilt made the springs into rivers and through Thy ineffable love to man hath prepared alt things and created everything out of nothing for our service; we ask Thee, O Christ God, hearken and have mercy.

Congregation :
Lord have mercy

Presbyter
Again, O Thou the Giver of Truth and infinite richness, lover of man, O Lord of mercy, visit the earth and water her by the rising of the river to bring forth fruits; we ask Thee, O Christ God, hearken and have mercy.

Lord have mercy

Presbyter
May its furrows be watered and its fruits made plentiful through

Thy Goodness; we ask Thee, O Christ God, hearken and have mercy. 

Congregation :

Lord have mercy

Make glad the face of the earth and renew her. Raise the waters of the river according to its measure; we ask Thee, O Christ God, hearken and have mercy.

Congregation :

Lord have mercy

Presbyter

Bless the crown of the year with Thy Goodness. Fill the land of 

Egypt with fatness to increase its furrows and bless its fruits; we ask

Thee, O Christ God, hearken and have mercy.

Congregation :
Lord have mercy

Presbyter

Make glad the land of Egypt, and its hills rejoice with gladness, through Thy Goodness; we ask Thee, O Christ God, hearken and have mercy.

Congregation :
Lord have mercy

Presbyter

O
Lord, save Thy people, bless Thine inheritance and visit the

whole world with Thy loving kindness and mercy. Exalt the horn of a the Christians with the power of Thy Life giving Cross; we ask Thee,

O Christ God, hearken and have mercy.

Congregation :

Lord have mercy

Presbyter
Grunt security, confirmation, and peace lathe provinces through Thy Goodness. Grant Thy mercy and abundance to all the poor of Thy people and make glad our heart, through the intercession of Thy Holy Mother, the Virgin Mary, and St. John the Baptist, and alt our fathers the Apostles; we ask Thee, O Christ God, hearken and have mercy.

Congregation :

Lord have mercy

THE PRIEST HOLDS UP THE CROSS AND THE LIT CANDLES:

Congregation :

Lord have mercy (1OO times)

PRAYER FOR PEACE

أوشيه السلام
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the peace of Your one, only, holy, catholic and apostolic church.

DEACON:

Pray for the peace of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Orthodox church of God.

CONGREGATION;

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

That which exists from one end of the world to the other, all peoples and all flocks do bless; the heavenly peace send down into our hearts; even the peace of this life also, graciously grant unto us. The king, the armies, the chiefs, the counselors, the multitudes, our neighbours, our coming in and our going out, adorn them with all peace.

PRAYER FOR THE FATHERS

أوشيه الآباء
PRIEST: 

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, our patriarch, the honoured father, the high priest, Abba

DEACON:

Pray for our high priest, Papa Abba ... pope, patriarch and archbishop of the great city of Alexandria, and for our Orthodox bishops.

Grant them and us peace and safely in every place. Their prayers which they offer on our behalf, and on behalf of all Your people, as well as ours on their behalf, do receive upon Your holy, heavenly and rational altar as a sweet savour of incense. All their enemies, seen and unseen, trample and humiliate under their feel speedily. As for them, keep them in peace and righteousness in Your holy church.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRAYER FOR THE CONGREGATIONS

أوشية الاجتماعات 
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, our congregations. Bless them.

DEACON:

Pray for this holy church (monastery) and for our congregations.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRIEST:

Arise, O Lord God, let all Your enemies be scattered, and let all that hate Your holy name flee before Your face. The enemies of Your holy church, O Lord, as at all times, now also humiliate. Strip their vanity, show them their weakness speedily. Bring to naught their envy, their intrigues, their madness, their wickedness and their slander which they commit against us. O Lord, bring them all to no avail; disperse their counsel, O God, Who dispersed the counsel of Ahithophel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

But let Your people be in blessing thousands of thousands and ten thousand times ten thousands doing Your will.

DEACON:

In the wisdom of God, let as attend. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. In troth...

THE ORTHODOX CREED

قانون الإيمان 
CONGREGATION:

We believe in one God, God the Father, the Pantocrator, Who created heaven and earth, and alt things seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all ages; Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten not created, of one essence with the Father, by Whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary, and became Man. And He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose from the dead, according to the scriptures, ascended into the heavens; He sits at the right hand of His Father, and He is coming again in His glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom shall have no end.

Yes, we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Life-Giver, Who  proceeds from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets.

And in one holy, catholic and apostolic church. We confess one baptism for the remission of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the coming age. Amen.

The following  Aspasmos to be prayed:

Our fathers the Apostles, preached the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the gentiles. Their voices went out to all the earth, and their words to the utmost of the world. 

DEACON

Offer, offer, offer in order. Stand with trembling. Look towards the east. Let us attend.

CONGREGATION

A mercy of peace, a sacrifice of praise.

PRIEST:

The love of God our Father, and the Grace of the Only Begotten Son, Our Lord, God and  Saviour Jesus Christ, and the Communion and gift of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

PRIEST:

Lift up your hearts.

CONGREGATION:

We have them with the Lord.

PRIEST:

Let us give thanks to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

It is meet and right.

PRIEST:

Meet and right. Meet and right. Meet and right.

The Divine Liturgy of the water begins:

O, Master Pantocrator, Lord of all. Compassionate Father, and God of as consolation. You are the means. You are the power. You are our help. You are the Physician and refuge, the steadfast fortress and the hope of those who seek Him.

DEACON

You who are seated stand. The grace, the ascension, the hope, the life, and the resurrection. We all await Your salvation, which You reconciled everyone with. You are the head of all chiefs: the Lord of lords: the Master of masters: and the King of kings.

DEACON

Unto the east look. 

PRIEST

You have given the authority to those whom You have called by Your grace to bound and remit. You have given the wisdom to those who chant unto You in the Church of Your Christ: that You, as Good, have kept: for You are Almighty, and Pantocrator from the beginning. And unto You we ascribe kingdom, power, glory and majesty, with the Holy Spirit.

CONGREGATION:

The Cherubim worship You, and The Seraphim glorify You, proclaiming and saying:

Holy, Holy, Holy,

Lord of hosts. Heaven and earth are full of Your holy glory.

PRIEST (blesses the water with the Cross three times) saying:

Holy. Holy. Holy. O Lord our God. O our King, grant us now the grace of this service, as You granted Your servant Moses, and commanded him to make the dome and the ark, according to the designs which You given, and he saw. And Aaron, whom You chose, and

Bezaleel to adorn the dome, and Solomon whom You heard his prayers in the Temple which he built for You, according to the covenant which You have settled with the pious king David, and the blessed Apostles, whom You have given the grace of the Church, and the mystery of the New Testament. We also, Your servants, whom we are not worthy, accept unto You our supplications for this holy basin, and send upon it the rays of Your grace.

Then the Priest blesses the water with the Cross. and at the end of each sentence, the Congregation answers, saying: AMEN.


Bless it.




 AMEN.

Fill it with Your Holy Spirit.
 AMEN.

Put in it the seal of salvation. 
AMEN.

Your unseen power.


AMEN.

Fill it from Your divine glory 
AMEN.

May it be a basin of blessing. 
AMEN.

A basin of glory and honor for Your Holy Name

AMEN.

DEACON

Pray

PRIEST

O
lord Jesus Christ, who enlightened on those who where in the depths, by the appearance in flesh, and saved them from the tyranny of Satan, and revealed unto us the freedom of Your divine mystery, without corruption. You lead us to Your holies, this which the angels have desired to see, and did not see. You granted unto us the entrance to the Kingdom of heaven through bathing one more time. For this You graciously were baptized in the Jordan, and granted us purity, for You are Alt-holy. You purified and blessed the water when You went into it, and destroyed the heads of the dragon on the water. We also, who

enjoyed sin with them, grant us the forgiveness of our sins and falls, by bathing in it.

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Pray.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST

Now also, we entreat You, O Lord, and ask of You for this basin placed like the Jordan, for our salvation , You were baptized from Your servant John. By Your wilt , O God, bless this water, so that everyone who bathes in, deserve the forgiveness of his/her sins, incorruption, and a heavenly gift, and may their names be written in the Book of Life, with the rest of Your chosen saints, according to the will of Your Good Father, and the Holy Spirit, the Life-giver, so that they may bless You and glorify You always, for Your holy Name is full of glory with Your unblemished Father and the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto the ages of all ages. Amen.

CONGREGATION:

Our Father Who art in heaven;


The PRIEST, holding the cross itt his right hand, looks eastward and nays, inaudibly:

(First absolution)

Yes, Lord, the Lord Who has given authority unto us to tread upon serpents and scorpions and upon all the power of the enemy, crush his heads beneath our feet speedily, and scatter before us his every design of wickedness that is against us. For You are King of us all, O Christ, our God, and to You we send up the glory, the honor, and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is atone essence with You, now, and at all times, and to the age of alt ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Bow your heads to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Before You, O Lord.

The PRIEST continues, inaudibly:

(Second absolution)

You, O Lord, who bowed the heavens, You descended and became man for the salvation of the race of men. You are He Who sits upon the Cherubim and the Seraphim, and beholds them who are lowly.

You also now, our Master, are He unto Whom we lift up the eyes of our hearts; the Lord Who forgives our iniquities and saves our souls from -

corruption. We worship Your unutterable compassion, and we ask You to give as Your peace, for You have given all things unto us.

Acquire us unto Yourself, God our Saviour, for we know none other but You; Your holy name we do utter. Turn us, God, unto fear of You and desire of You. Be pleased that we abide in the enjoyment of Your good things; and those who have bowed their heads beneath Your hand, exalt them in their ways of life, and adorn them with virtues. And may we all be worthy of Your kingdom in the heavens, through the goodwill of God, Your good Father, with Whom You are blessed, with the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Let us attend with the fear of God

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

The PRIEST note looks westward, and, bowing his head, he says:

(The Absolution of the Son).

Master, Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son and Logos of God the Father, Who has broken every bond of our sins through His saving, life-giving sufferings; Who breathed into the face of His holy disciples and saintly apostles, and said to hens, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you will retain, they are retained to them, and those which you wilt retain, they shall be retained. You also now, our Master, through Your holy apostles, have given grace to those who for a time labored in the priesthood in Your holy church, to forgive sin upon the earth, and to bind and to loose every bond of iniquity.

Now, also, we ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, for Your servants, (here he sings the people once and twice) my fathers, and my brethren, (here he sings himself) and my weakness; those who bow their heads before Your holy glory. Dispense unto as Your mercy, and loose every bond of oar sins, and, if we have committed any sin against You, knowingly or unknowingly, or through anguish of heart, or in deed, or in word, or from faint-heartedness, do, O Master, Who knows the weakness of men, as a good and Philanthropic One, O God, grant us the forgiveness of our sins; (he signs himself) bless us, (he signs the clergy) purify us; make us absolved, (he signs the congregation) and all Your people absolved. (Here he remembers those whom he wishes to remember.) Fill us with Your fear, and straighten us unto Your holy, good wilt, for You are our God, and the glory, honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due to You, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at alt times, and unto the age of alt ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Saved, Amen. And with your spirit. In the fear of God, let us attend.

PRIEST:

Blessed be the Lord Jesus Christ the Son of God, the sanctification of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

CONGREGATION:
Amen.

One in the All-Holy Father. One in the All-Holy Son. One is the All-Holy Spirit Amen.

The PRIEST wets the end of the cloak with the ‘holy water’, and washes the feet of his fellow Priests , Deacons and then the CONGREGATION

Meanwhile, the People chant Psalm 15O:

Praise God, in all His Saints. Alleluia.


Praise Him, in the firmament of His power. Alleluia.

Praise Him, for His mighty acts. Alleluia.


Praise Him, according to the multitudes of His greatness. Alleluia
Praise Him, with the sound of the trumpet. Alleluia

Praise Him, with the psaltery and harp. Alleluia

Praise Him, with the timbrel and chorus. Alleluia

Praise Him, with strings and organs. Alleluia. 
Praise Him, with pleasant sounding cymbals. Alleluia.

Praise Him, upon the cymbals of joy. Alleluia.


Lot everything that has breath praise the name of the lord. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Alleluia. 

Now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen. Al- Leluia.

Glory be to You our God. Alleluia.


Glory be to our God. Alleluia.

O Jesus Christ, the Son of God, hear us and have mercy upon us.

THEN THIS ‘PSALI’ IS SAID IN THE ‘BATOS’ TONE:

Our Lord Jesus Christ: gave a sign to His Apostles: to love one another: a perfect love.

When He had perfected : His signs and miracles on earth : He gave them a covenant: to love humbleness.

When He poured water: in a basin and washed their feet:

‘He ordered them saying: You also do likewise’.

And after He had washed their feet: gave Himself to death by His will: and the pleasure of His Father: and the Holy Spirit.

He was crucified on the wood of the Cross: and was stabbed with a spear in His right side: Blood and water came flowing: to purify the believers.

He died and was put in the tomb: and rose on the third day:

ascended into the heavens: and sat on the right hand of His Father.

His disciples remained on earth till Pentecost: and the Spirit, the Comforter came down upon them: they spoke in a heavenly language and the tune of angels: and they revealed the Name of God, and His Life-giving miracles.

After they had received the Spirit: they fasted also as their Master fasted on earth: and after their fast was completed: they made the sign which He gave them, I mean humbleness and perfection.

Therefore, the sign was given to all people on earth to do like our Fathers the Apostles: and after they had walked and preached according to the command of our Savior: they baptized all people in the Name of the Holy Trinity.

Ask the Lord on our behalf: O, my masters the fathers the Apostles: and the seventy-two disciples: that He may forgive us our sins.

THANKSGIVING PRAYER AFTER THE LAQAN.

We thank You, O Lord God, the giver of all good things and all beneficence. Who made us also now worthy, for this holy service which is Yours, to be in communion with the love of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ; according to His holy commandments. Keep us all by the power of Your Holy Spirit. Grant to thank You at all times.

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy, of Your Only-Begotten Son , our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory , the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You , with Him , and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You , now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

(Then the blessin2 is 2iven as usual, and then they start the Divine Liturgy).

This concludes the Laqan for the Feast of our fathers 
the Apostles in the peace of the Lord. Amen.

