THE BATHING OF A NEWLY

BORN BEFORE BAPTISM

Will be administered by the PRIEST on the seventh day after a child is born. The PRIEST pours water in a basin and adds little oil and salt. He lights seven (7) candles, says the Thanksgiving prayer and raises incense. Then he reads the Pauline from the Epistle to the Hebrews (1:5-12)

Thanks giving Prayer

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

PRIEST:

Let us give thanks to the beneficent and merciful God, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ. For He has covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to Him, spared us, supported us, and has brought us to this hour.

Let us also ask Him, the Lord our God, the Pantocrator, to guard us in all peace this holy day and all the days of our life.

DEACON:

Pray.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ, we thank You for everything, concerning everything, and in everything. For You have covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to You, spared us, supported us, and have brought us to this hour.

DEACON:

Pray that God have mercy and compassion upon us, hear us, help us and accept the supplications and prayers of his Saints for that which is good on our behalf at all times, and forgive our aim.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

There fore we ask and entreat Your Goodness, 0 Lover of mankind, grant us to complete this holy day, and all the days of our life, in all peace with Your fear.

All envy, all temptation, all the work of Satan, the counsels of wicked men and the rising up of enemies, hidden and manifest.

(He bows him self eastward and crosses himself) Take them away from us.

(He turns westward and crosses the people) And from all Your people.

(At the Incense of the Absolution of women) And from this woman.

(At Baptism)

And from this tank.

PRIEST:

But those things which are good and profitable do pro​vide for us, for it is You Who have given us the authority to read on serpents and scorpions, and upon all the power of the enemy.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, by the grace, compassion, and love of mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver Who is of One Essence with You, now and at all times and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

Hebrews 1 : 5-12 

For unto which of the angels said he at any time, You are my Son, this day have I begotten You? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be tome a Son? And again, when he brings in the first begotten into the world, he says, And let all the angels of God worship him. And of the angels he says, who makes his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire. But unto the Son he says, Your throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a scepter of righteous​ness is the scepter of Your kingdom. You have loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even Your God, has anointed You with the oil of gladness above Your fellows. And, You, Lord, in the beginning has laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of Your hands. They shall perish, but You remained: and they all shall wax old as does a garment; and as a vesture shall You fold them up, and they shall be changed: but You are the same, and Your years shall not fail

The Grace of God the Father be with us all Amen.

To be followed by the trisagion, the Litany of the Gospel, and psalm 113:1-2:

CONGREGATION:

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who rose from the dead and ascended into the heavens, have mercy upon us.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now, and always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 0 Holy Trinity, have mercy upon us.

PRIEST:

Pray

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

Peace with your spirit.

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said to His saintly, Honored Disciples and Holy Apostles, “Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things which you hear and have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear.” May we be worthy to hear and to act (according) to Your Holy Gospels through the prayers of Your Saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the Holy Gospel

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Remember also, 0 our Master, all those who have bidden us to remember them in our supplications and prayers which we offer up unto You, 0 Lord our God. Those who have already fallen asleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all.

And to You we send up the glory, and the honor and the adoration, together with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, who is of One Essence with You. Now and at all times and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the Holy Gospel

READER:

Bless, 0 Lord, the reading of the Holy Gospel, accord​ing to St. John, the Evangelist and the saintly disciple let his blessings be with us all.

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, 0 Lord.

PRIEST:

Our Lord, God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, to whom is glory forever.

DEACON:

A psalm of David, the prophet and king, may his bless​ings be with us all. Amen.

Psalm 113:1.2

Praise ye the Lord. Praise, 0 servants of the Lord, praise the name of the Lord. Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and for evermore. Alleluia.

DEACON:

Blessed be He who comes in the Name of the Lord, our Lord, our God, our Savior, and the King of us all, Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God; for whom is glory for ever.

The Bible from John 1:14-18

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the Only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spoke, He that comes after me is preferred before me: for he was before me. And of his fullness have all we received, and grace for grace. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. No man has seen God at any time; the Only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he has declared him.

Glory Be to God forever and ever. Amen.

The DEACON sings the refrain:

For The immortal became incarnate, the Word took flesh, and the eternal was born into time.

O Theotokos, the Lady of us all, Saint Mary the mother of our God and Savior, intercede in our behalf that our sins be forgiven.

The PRIEST says the three litanies and the creed:

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

Prayer For Peace

PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your Goodness, O Lover of mankind, remember, O Lord, the peace of Your One, Only, Holy, Catholic and Apos​tolic Church.

DEACON:

Pray for the peace of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Orthodox Church of God.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

That which exists from one end of the world to the other, all peoples and all flocks do bless; the peace which is from the heavens, send down into our hearts; even the peace of this life also, graciously grant unto us. The king, the armies, the chiefs, the counselors, the multitudes, our neighbors, our coming in and our going out, adorn them with all peace.

O King of peace, grant us Your peace; for You have given us all things. Acquire us unto Yourself, 0 God our Savior, for we known one other but You, Your Holy Name we do utter. May our soul live by your Holy Spirit, and let not the death which is by sins have dominion over us, we Your servants, nor over all Your people.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

Prayer For The Fathers

PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your Goodness, O Lover of mankind, remember, O Lord, our Patriarch, the honored father, the high priest, Abba....

DEACON:

Pray for our high priest, Papa Abba... Pope and Patriarch and Archbishop of the great city of Alexandria, and for our Orthodox bishops.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

In keeping, keep him unto us for many years and peace​ful times, fulfilling that holy high priesthood, with which You have entrusted him, from Yourself, according to Your holy and blessed will; rightly defining the word of truth; shepherding Your people in purity and righteous​ness; together with all the Orthodox bishops, protop`riests, priests and deacons and all the fullness of Your One Only Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.

Grant them and us peace and safety in every place. Their prayers which they offer on our behalf, and on behalf of all Your people, as well as ours on their behalf, do receive upon Your holy, heavenly and rational altar as a sweet savor of incense.

All their enemies, visible and invisible, trample and humiliate under their feet speedily. As for them, keep them in peace and righteousness in Your Holy Church.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

Prayer For The Congregation

PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your Goodness, 0 Lover of mankind, remember, 0 Lord, our congregations. Bless them.

DEACON:

Pray for this holy church (monastery) and for our con​gregations.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Grant them they may be unto us without obstacle or hindrance, that we may hold them according to Your holy and blessed will. Houses of prayer, houses of purity, houses of blessing, grant them unto us, 0 Lord, and Your servants who shall come after us forever. The worship of idols, utterly up root from the world. Satan and all his devil powers, trample and humiliate under our feet speedily. All offenses and their instigators, abolish. May all distensions of corrupt heresies cease.

The enemies of Your Holy Church, 0 Lord, as at all times, now also humiliate. Strip their vanity, show them their weakness speedily. Bring to naughty their envy, their intrigues, their madness, their wickedness and their slander which they commit against us. 0 Lord, bring them all to no avail; disperse their counsel, 0 God, Who dis​persed the counsel of Ahithophel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Arise, 0 Lord God, let all Your enemies be scattered, and let all that hate Your Holy Name flee before Your face.

But let Your people be in blessing thousands of thousands and ten thousand times ten thousands doing Your will By the grace, compassion and love of mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver Who is of One Essence with You, now and at all times, and unto age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

In the wisdom of God, let us attend. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. In truth.

The Orthodox Creed

CONGREGATION:

We believe in one God, God the Father, the Pan​tocrator, Who created heaven and earth, and all things seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all ages. Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten not created, of One Essence with the Father, by Whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary, and became Man. And He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose from the dead, according to the Scriptures, ascended into the heavens; He sits at the right hand of His Father, and He is coming again in His glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom shall have no end.

Yes, we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver ​of-Life, Who comes forth from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets.

And in One Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. We confess one Baptism for the remission of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the coming age. Amen.

The PRIEST then says the following prayers:

0 Great and eternal God, the Almighty, Who through Your WORD, our Lord Jesus Christ, Who is before ages and unto all ages. You have created the whole world by Your incomprehensible Wisdom. You made man after Your image and likeness, and filled him with Your gra​cious goodness. You adorned him with glory, and be​stowed on him wisdom and understanding. You gave him authority over all creations that he may toil and bless Your Holy name throughout the day. Therefore we beseech You on behalf of Your servant (Name), bless him(her) with all heavenly blessings, bless his(her) birth that he may live form any years and be a source of joy to his parents as Zachariah and Elizabeth rejoiced at the birth of their son John the prophet. In due time may he be deserving of the Holy Baptism for there mission of sins. Make him a temple of Your Holy Spirit by the grace and caring mercies of Your Only begotten Son, our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ to whom is due all glory, honor, dominion and worship together with You and Holy Spirit, the life-giver and One in Essence with You, now and ever and unto the ages of all ages, Amen.

The PRIEST says the fourth “ODE” of the Doxology which is Psalms 148 & 149

Psalm 148

Praise ye the Lord: Praise ye the Lord from the heavens:

praise him in the heights. Praise ye him, all his angels:

praise ye him all his hosts. Praise ye him, sun and moon:

praise him, all ye stars of light. Praise him, ye heavens of

heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens. Let them praise the name of the Lord: for he commanded, and they were created. He has also established them for ever and ever: he has made a decree which shall not pass. Praise the Lord from the earth, ye dragons, and all deeps: fire, and hail, snow, and vapor; stormy wind fulfilling his word; mountains, and all hills; fruitful trees, and all cedars:

beasts, and all cattle; creeping things, and flying fowl:

kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all judges of the earth: both young men, and maidens; old men, and children: let them praise the name of the Lord: for his name alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and heaven. He also exalts the horn of his people, the praise of all saints; even of the children of Israel, a people near unto him. Praise ye the Lord.

Psalm 149

Praise ye the Lord. ‘Sing unto the Lord anew song, and his praise in the congregation of saints. Let Israel rejoice in him that made him: let the children of Zion be joyful in their king. Let them praise his name in the dance: let them sing praises unto him with the timbrel and harp. For the Lord takes pleasure in his people: he will beautify the meek with salvation. Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their beds. Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand; to execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punish​ments upon the people; to bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; to execute upon them the judgment written: this honor have all his saints. Praise ye the Lord.

The CONGREGATION say the Lord’s Prayer...Our Father who art...

The PRIEST prays the 3 absolutions, then he anoints the water saying:

One is the Holy Father

One is the Holy Son

One is the Holy Spirit. Amen.

And the CONGREGATION sing the dismissal with Psalm 150

Praise God, in all His Saints. Alleluia.

Praise Him, in the firmament of His power. Alleluia. Praise Him, for His mighty acts. Alleluia. Praise Him, according to the multitudes of His great​ness. Alleluia.

Praise Him, with the sound of the trumpet. Alleluia.

Praise Him, with the psaltery and harp. Alleluia.

Praise Him, with the timbrel and chorus. Alleluia.

Praise Him, with strings and organs. Alleluia.

Praise Him, with pleasant sounding cymbals. Alleluia.

Praise Him, upon the cymbals of joy. Alleluia.

Let everything that has breath praise the name of the Lord. Alleluia.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Alleluia.

Now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen. Al​leluia.

Glory be to You our God. Alleluia.

Glory be to our God. Alleluia.

O Jesus Christ, the Son of God, hear us and have mercy upon us.

Then the PRIEST bathes the child in the water and says the usual benediction.

Glory be to God forever. Amen.

HOLY BAPTISM

PRIEST says the Thanksgiving Prayer (page 1) then:

O Master, Lord, God Pantocrator, Creator of all ages, Who directed His servant, Moses, in the law and taught him the rules of purity necessary for all women who give birth ton child that they not touch any thing which is Holy until the days of their purification are completed, but kept him that they be saved. Likewise, we ask and entreat Your goodness for Your servant (Name) who has kept Your laws and walked in You commandments. She now desires to enter Your Holy place and bow before Your altar and be a partaker of Your Holy and immortal sacrament.

We ask and entreat Your goodness, 0 Lover-of-Mankind, bless Your servant (Name), absolve her and purify her from any uncleanliness that is alien to Your Holiness. Make her worthy to be a partaker of Your Holy and immortal sacraments without falling into condemna​tion.

Likewise, our Master, this child that is born of her, bless him(her), sanctify him(her), bring him(her) to stature and wisdom and may he(she) grow according to Your divine will. Keep him(her) in Your Orthodox faith, Your hope and Your love, by the grace of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, to whom is due all glory and worship, together with You and the Holy Spirit, who is One in Essence with You now and for ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Intercession For The Catechumens

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord, God Pantocrator, Father of our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ, we ask and entreat Your goodness, 0 Lover of mankind, for the catechumens of Your people that have been instructed, have mercy upon them.

DEACON:

Pray for the catechumens of our people so that Christ our Lord may make them worthy of the Holy baptism and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

0, Lord, confirm their faith in You. Uproot all traces of idolatry from their hearts. Establish in their hearts Your law, Your fear, Your commandments, Your truth, and Your Holy precepts. Grant that they know the per​manence of the preaching they have received. In due course, let them be worthy of the baptism of the new birth for the remission of their sins. Prepare them to be a sanctuary for Your Holy Spirit through the grace and mercy of Your Only-Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, to Whom is due all glory, honor, and power, together with You and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, who is One in Essence with You, now and always and forever and ever.

Amen.

DEACON:

Pray to the Lord.

PRIEST:

Let us pray.

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord Jesus Christ Who subdued the heavens and descended to the earth; Whose words destroy the rocks more than the swords, for Whom the water trembled and receded, save this child who comes to be catechized. Make known to him(her) the way he (she) should go. Teach him (her) by the grace of Your divine Holy Spirit so that he (she) may receive the incorruptible gift that is Your Spirit.

Grant him (her) the remission of his (her) sin. Gracious​ly bestow upon him (her) the awareness of his (her) salva​lion from mortal sin. Make him (her) worthy of the Holy baptism which is for the new birth. May he (she) receive the unblemished gift of the washing of regeneration by Your Holy Spirit. Give him(her) pure insight into the firm understanding so that they will glorify You, 0 God. For Yours are the kingdom, the power, and the glory, together with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen.

DEACON:

Pray to the Lord.

PRIEST:

Let us pray.

Prayer For Anointing The

Catechumens

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord, God Pantocrator, Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, we ask and entreat Your goodness, 0 Lover of mankind, the Only true God, with Your Only-begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord, and the Holy Spirit, to bless Your creation, which is this oil, that it may destroy all the works of Satan and his deception and worship of idols. Transform it into oil of anointment and sermon so that the soul may believe in You, our God Jesus Christ to Whom is due all glory and honor and power, together with the Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-giver Who is One in Essence with You now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

DEACON:

Pray to the Lord.

PRIEST:

Let us pray.

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord, God Pantocrator, Father of our Lord of Savior, Jesus Christ, Your Only Begotten Son the Word, who was crucified for us all under Pontius Pilate and witnessed the good confession, we ask and entreat Your goodness, 0 Lover of Mankind, to send Your divine power on this oil that it becomes a sermon’s oil to vanquish the work of the evil-doer; sorcery, incantation and all the worship of idols and suppress all his bad deeds, by the grace of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, to Whom is due all glory and honor and power together with You and the Holy Spirit, the Life-giver Who is One in Essence with You now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

The PRIEST checks the children and asks that everything betaken off their ears, feet, and hands. He takes the vessel of oil and anoints the male children first, then the female, while saying:

I anions you (Name), in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, One God, with the sermon’s oil in the Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Orthodox Church of God.

Then he anoints the child’s heart, his hands, and his back, while saying:

This oil vanquishes all the opposing powers. Amen.

DEACON:

Let us ask the Lord.

PRIEST:

Blessed are You, our King, God the Pantocrator. Blessed is Your Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our God, through Whom all the nations have been invited from darkness to the true and marvelous light, from the dark​ness of sin and falsehood of idols into the knowledge of truth.

DEACON:

Pray to the lord.

PRIEST:

You have called this Your servant by Your Holy blessed Name. Write his(her) name in the Book of Life and con​sider him(her) with Your people who revere You. Gra​ciously, 0 Lord, bestow on him growth in faith and forgiveness of sins. Prepare him(her) to be a temple for Your Holy Spirit by Your Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our God, to Whom is due glory, honor and power together with You and the Holy Spirit, the Life-giver who is One in Essence with You, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

DEACON:

let us ask the Lord.

PRIEST:

Again, we ask, God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ, for Your servant whose name was presented and entered into the faith by Your grace. Make him(her) worthy to attain Your grace for which he(she) was brought forward. Purify him(her) from the sin which is in the world, and give him(her) freedom from servitude of corruption, for in Your hands, Almighty God, is the power of mercy.

DEACON:

Ask for him(her) whose name was presented, that the Almighty God will make him(her) worthy of the washing of the new birth for the remission of sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O
Master, Lord, God Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord and God, our Savior Jesus Christ, we ask and entreat Your goodness, 0 Lover-of-Mankind, have mercy on Your servant whose name was presented. Make him(her) worthy of the grace for which he(her)was brought forward to receive from Your Holy Spirit. May he(her) be filled with Your divine power and be like Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ and become one with Him. Bestow on him(her) a clean heart and pure mind. Grant

unto Your servant protection by the grace of Your Holy Spirit. Guide him(her) into the hope of eternal gifts by Your Only-begotten Son Jesus Christ; for Yours is the glory, honor and power together with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Life-giver Who is One in Essence with You now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

They kneel down.

DEACON:

Let us ask the Lord.

PRIEST:

Again, we ask with importunity, God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ, for Your servant whose name was presented, to open the hearing of his(her) heart, shine upon him(her) with the light of knowledge, soften his(her) heart to know the confirmation of the instruction preached to him(her), for in Your hands, Almighty God, is the power of mercy.

DEACON:

Pray.

PRIEST:

0 Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, Father of our Lord and God, our Savior Jesus Christ, we ask and entreat Your goodness, 0 Lover of mankind, that as we call upon Your Holy Name, all powers be destroyed and the spirit of all evil doers be prevented and forbidden, for You have invited Your servant who is entering from darkness into light, from death into life, from sin into the knowledge of truth, from the worship of idols to the knowledge of the true God. Search the treasures of his(her) heart for You have searched Jerusalem with a tamp. prevent any unclean spirit from dwelling in him(her). Grant him(her) purity.

Bestow upon him(her) eternal salvation. Cause him(her) to be born again by the washing of regeneration for the remission of his(her) sins. Prepare him(her) to be a sanctuary for Your Holy Spirit by Your Only-begotten Son Jesus Christ to Whom is due glory, honor, dominion and worship with You, and the Holy Spirit the Life-giver Who is One in Essence with You now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

PRIEST lays his hand on him while saying:

In the Name of the Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, I present for purification this person. In the Name of the Only- begotten Son Jesus Christ, may he(she) be safe from all devils and unclean spirits. May all darkness flee from this body and all thought of scantily faith flee from this soul, in the Name of the Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, you are purified and freed from all evil forever. Amen.

He then unveils the baptizee, who looks to the west with his right hand raised up and repeats the following: (If he is a child his father, mother, or godparent repeats it for him).

PRIEST and baptizee:

I renounce you, Satan with all your impure works, all your evil soldiers, all your wickedness, all your powers all your despicable worship all your deceiving and misleading trick​ery, all your armies, all your princpa1ities, and all the rest of your hypocrisy. I renounce you/I renounce you! I renounce you!

PRIEST breathes over his face three times, saying:

Come out, you unclean spirit.

Then the PRIEST turns the baptizee around to face the east, with his hand raised up, and has him(her) repeat the following after him:

I accept You, 0 Christ, my God, with all Your Holy commandments, all Your life-giving service and works.

The PRIEST, then, instructing him in the faith, makes him repeat:

Truly, I believe in One God, God the Father the Pan​tocrator and his Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our God, with the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, the resurrection of the body, and in one Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Orthodox church. Amen.

PRIEST:

You have believed for him(her)?

BAPTIZEE:

I believe. I believe. I believe.

DEACON:

Let us ask the Lord.

PRIEST:

0 Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, Father of our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ, Who have created every thing, God of heaven and earth, Who have given Your knowledge to the inhabitants of the earth through Your Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, Who prepared the heavens for the chosen, and made them firm by Your power, make steadfast the obedience of Your servant. May he(she) have power so that he(she) will not return even once tow ha the(she) has left. Keep him (her)in Your faith so that nothing may separate him(her) from You. Build him(her) upon the foundation of Your apostolic faith, invite him(her) into Your pure light, make him(her) worthy of Your enormous grace, free him(her) from ser​vitude and renew hit(her) life. Fill him(her) with the power of Your Holy Spirit, by the unity and comfort of Your Only-begotten Son, so that he(she) will not be a son (daughter)of the fresh but a son (daughter) of the truth and become an honest and wise servant. We ask this in the Name of Jesus Christ, our God, to Whom is due all glory, honor, and power, with You and the Holy Spirit, now and always, forever and ever. Amen.

DEACON:

Bow your heads to the Lord.

They all kneel down, and the PRIEST prays for them:

PRIEST:

O Master, Our Savior, Lover of mankind, Beneficent, to You alone this mystery is consummated. To You every knee shall bow in heaven and one earth and under the earth, and every tongue shall confess, saying: Jesus Christ is Lord. For Your servant who has sought Your refuge and is kneeling before You, we ask and entreat Your goodness, O Lover-of-Mankind, be in charge of his(her) soul and enlighten his(her) thoughts by the light of Your knowledge. Sorcery and all evil deeds do cast away from them. Uproot all traces of the worship of idols and dis​belief from his(her) heart. Prepare him(her) to accept the Holy Spirit. May he(she) be worthy of the washing of rebirth, the incorruptible garment, and remission of sins, for You have prepared him(her) to be a sanctuary for Your Holy Spirit, through the good will of Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

PRIEST takes the Holy oil (Galilaon-oil of joy) and anoints the baptizee’s heart, arms, and the front of the heart, as well as the palms of his hands, in the form of the cross, while saying:

PRIEST:

I anoint you (name) with ointment of joy against all evil deeds. Be planted in the olive tree, in the one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Orthodox Church of God. Amen.

DEACON:

Amen.

DEACON:

Pray to the Lord.

A prayer for the laying of hands on Catechumens after anointing them with the Holy oil (oil of joy).

DEACON:

Let us ask the Lord.

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, we cry unto Your Holy Blessed Name to search out and cast away all decep​tive and adversary powers when we pray to You, 0 Master, with all Your saints. Search Your servant’s heart who has come forward for the washing by Your grace. If the wick​edness of Satan is hidden in him (her), uncover and declare it. Cast him away from the body and soul of Your servant, a believer in Your Holy Name. Renew his(her) life, make him(her) worthy, unblemished and pure to accept the light, the seal of Your Christ and the gift of Your Holy

Spirit, Who is One in Essence with You. May he(she) become like a cloak of light and wear the garment of salvation and shield of faith that cannot be conquered or resisted by the opposing powers. May he(she) become a sheep in Your flock, a son (daughter) of Your Heavenly inheritance and heir of Your incorruptible eternal kingdom in Jesus Christ, our God, to Whom is due all glory, honor and power together with You now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

DEACON:

Let us pray.

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord God, Eternal One, Who created man in His image and likeness, who gave him domination over creation. And when he fell into sin, You did not leaven bins, but planned the salvation of the world by the incar​nation of Your Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, deliver from the servitude of the enemy, accept him into Your kingdom. Open the eyes of his(her) heart that he (she)may be enlightened by the light of Your gospel of L the Kingdom. May his(her) life be guarded by the angels of light to save him(her) from every plot and evil confrontation, from the arrow that flies by day, the destruction that wastes at noonday, from those who are in darkness, from the appari​tions of the night. Uproot from his(her) heart all unclean spirits, the lying spirit that discomforts his(her) heart, the spirit of darkness and deception, the spirit of love of money, the worship of all idols, the spirit of untruth, and all the uncleanness of demonic teaching. Make him(her) a sheep in Your Holy flock which is for Your Christ, a wholly pure member of the universal church, a pure vessel, a son (daughter) of light, an heir to Your kingdom, that he(she) may fight according to Christ’s commandments, protect he seal from any thief and the garment from deterioration; that he(she) may attain the holiness given the saints by Jesus Christ, our Lord, to Whom is due all glory, honor and power together with You and the Holy Spirit, the Life-giver Who is One in Essence with You now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

PRIEST: pours regular oil in baptismal water in a form of a cross saying:

In the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God.

Blessed be God the Father Pantocrator. Amen.

Blessed be His Only-begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessed be the Holy Spirit the Comforter. Amen.

Glory and Honor, Honor and Glory unto the Holy Trinity, the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Now and ever and to ages of ages. Amen.

The PRIEST then says the following prayer inaudibly:

Invite Your servants, 0 Lord, into Your Pure light. Make them worthy of this great blessing of Holy baptism. Cast away their old nature and renew their birth through eternal life. Fill them with the power of Your Holy Spirit and the knowledge of Your Christ, that they no longer be of the flesh but they become children of heaven, through the grace of Your Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, for all glory, honor, and worship is Yours, Almighty Father, with Him and the Holy Spirit, forever and ever. Amen.

The PRIEST then recites the Thanksgiving Prayer and offers up the Incense. (see page 1)

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up to pray.

CONGREGATION:

We worship you, 0 Christ, with your good Father and the Holy Spirit, for You did come and saved us.

Then, a reading from St. Paul’s Epistle to Titus 2:11 through 3:8.

DEACON:

The Pauline Epistle, a reading from St. Paul’s Epistle to Titus, may his blessings be upon us.

For the grace of God has been revealed whole to all men teaching to denounce ungodliness and worldly lusts and live in modesty, piety and righteousness in this world, looking for the blessed hope and the glorious appearance of our great God and our Savior, Jesus Christ. He who gave himself for us that he may redeem us from all iniquity and purify us unto himself, a steadfast and zealous people in all good works.

These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise You.

Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work, To speak evil of no man, lobe no brawlers, but gentle, showing all meekness unto all men.

For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, dis​obedient, deceived, serving diverse lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.

But after that the kindness and love of God our Savior toward man appeared.

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit;

Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior;

That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

The grace of God the Father be with us all. Amen.

The PRIEST says the following prayer in audibly while the Pauline Epistle is being read:

O
Lord of Wisdom, Who uncovers the depths from darkness and who, with great power, grant the Word to preachers of the Gospel; Who through Your own goodness called upon Paul, who, for a long time, had persecuted Your people and made him a chosen vessel.

You were pleased that he became an Apostle, accepting Your call, and preaching the Gospel of Your kingdom, 0 Christ our Lord.

We entreat You, 0 Good Lord, Lover-of-Mankind, grant us and all Your people clear minds and pure thoughts that we may learn and understand the great benefit of Your Holy teachings read unto us now from His epistles.

And as St. Paul followed Your good example, 0 Lord of Life, permit that we too be worthy to follow his good example both in faith and in deed, glorifying Your Holy Name and showing great pride of Your Cross.

For to You we send up all the glory, honor and worship, with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit, One in Es​sence and life-Giving.

Now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

A reading from the First Epistle of John is read (I John

5.5.14)

DEACON:

The Catholic Epistle, a reading from the first Epistle of our teacher St. Paul, the Apostle; may his blessings be with us all. Amen.

Who can defeat the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.

Who came with the water and the blood and the Spirit. He came not only with water, but with both the water and the blood. And the Spirit himself testifies that this is true, because the Spirit is truth. There are three witnesses, the Spirit, the water, and the blood; and all three agree. We believe the witness that men give; the witness that God gives is much stronger, and this is the witness that God has given about his Son. So whoever believes in the Son of God has this witness in his heart; but whoever does not believe God has made a liar out of him, because he has not believed what God has said as a witness about his Son.

This, then, is the witness: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son has this life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

I write you this so that you may know that you have eternal life; you that believe in the Name of the Son of God.

(Love not the world...)

During the reading of the Catholic Epistle, the PRIEST says the following prayer to the Father (inaudibly)

O
Lord, our God, Who, by and through Your Holy Apostles, have manifested to us the mystery of the Gospel of the glory of Christ, and have granted them, according to the magnitude of Your unlimited grace, to preach to all nations as bearers of good tidings, through the infinite riches of Your mercy.

We beseech You, 0 our Master, to make us worthy of their share and inheritance. Grant that we follow their good example and their labor at all times and that we share in the sweat which they accepted for the sake of righteous​ness.

Guard Your Holy Church which You have founded through them.

Bless the sheep of Your flock; and let this vine, which Your right hand has planted, grow more and more, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through whom glory, honor, power and worship are due to You together with Him and with the Holy Spirit; the life-Giving and Consubstantial.

Now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, may their bless​ings be with us all. Amen. (Acts &26.40)

DEACON:

An angel of the Lord spoke to Philip. “Get yourself ready and go south to the road that goes from Jerusalem to Gaza.”

So Philip got ready and went. Now an Ethiopian eunuch was on his way home. This man was an important official in charge of the treasury of the Queen, or Candace, of Ethiopia. He had been to Jerusalem to worship God, and was going back to his carriage. As he rode along he was reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. The Holy Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and stay close to that car​riage. Philip ran over and heard him reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah; so he asked him, “Do you understand what you are reading?”

“How can I understand,” the official replied, “unless someone explain sit to me?” And he invited Philip to climb up and sit in the carriage with him. The passage of scrip​ture which he was reading was this.

“He was like a sheep that is taken to be slaughtered; he was like a lamb that makes no sound when its wool is cut off; he did not say a word.

“He was humiliated, and justice was denied him.

No on will be able to tell about his descendants, because his life on earth has come to an end.”

The official said to Philip, ‘Tell me, of whom is the prophet saying this? Of himself or of someone else?”

Philip began to speak; starting from this very passage of scripture, he told him the Good News about Jesus.

As they traveled down the road they came to a place where there was some water, and the official said, “Here is some water. What is to keep me from being baptized?”

Philip said to him, “You maybe baptized if you believe with all your heart.”

“I do,” he answered. “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”

The official ordered the carriage to stop; and both of them, Philip and the official went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water the Spirit of the Lord took Philip away. The official did not see him again, but continued on his way, full of joy.

May the Word of the Lord grow and multiply in this church and in all churches forever and ever. Amen.

CONGREGATION:

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy lmmortal, Who rose from the dead and ascended into the heavens, have mercy upon us.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now, and always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 0 Holy Trinity, have mercy upon us.

PRIEST:

Pray

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

Peace with your spirit.

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said to His saintly, Honored Disciples and Holy Apostles, “Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things which you hear and have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear.” May we be worthy to hear and to act (according) to Your Holy Gospels through the prayers of Your Saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the Holy Gospel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Remember also, 0 our Master, all those who have bidden us to remember them in our supplications and prayers which we offer up unto You, 0 Lord our God. Those who have already fall en asleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all.

And to You we send up the glory, and the honor and the adoration, together with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit, the life-Giver, who is of One Essence with You. Now and stall times and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the Holy Gospel.

READER:

Bless, 0 Lord, the reading of the Holy Gospel, accord​ing to St. John, the Evangelist and the saintly disciple let his blessings be with us all

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, 0 Lord.

PRIEST:

Our Lord, God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, to whom is glory forever.

DEACON:

A psalm of David, the prophet and king, may his blessings be with us all. Amen.

(Psalm 31:1,2)

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputes not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile. Alleluia.

DEACON:

Blessed be He who comes in the Name of the Lord, our Lord, our God, our Savior, and the King of us all, Jesus Christ, Son of the living God; for whom is glory for ever.

(John 3:1-21)

There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews who belonged to the party of the Pharisees.

One night he went to Jesus and said to him, “We know Rabbi that You are a teacher sent by God. No one could do the mighty works You are doing unless God were with him.”

Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth; no one can see the Kingdom of God unless he is born again.”

“How can a grown man be born again?” Nicodemus asked. “he certainly cannot enter his mother’s womb and be born a second time!”

“I tell you the truth,” replied Jesus, “that no one can enter the Kingdom of God unless he is born of water and Spirit. A man is born physically of human parents, but he is born spiritually of the spirit. Do not be surprised because I tell you, “you must be born again.” the wind blows wherever it wished; you hear the sound it makes, but you do not know where it comes from or where it is going. It is the same way with everyone who is born of the spirit.”

“How can this be?” asked Nicodemus.

Jesus answered, “You are a great teacher of Israel, and you do not know this? I tell you the truth; we speak of what we know, and tell what we have seen, yet none of you is willing to accept our message. You do not believe me when I tell you the things of this world; how will you ever believe me then, when I tell you about the things of heaven. And no one has ever gone up to heaven except the Son of Man Who came down from heaven.” As Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the desert, in the same way the Son of man must be lifted up. So that everyone who believes in Him may have eternal life. For God loved the world so much that He gave His Only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him may not die but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to be its Judge, but to be its Savior.”

Whoever believes in the Son is not judged; whoever does not believe has already been judged, because he has not believed in God’s Only Son. This is how judgment works; the light has come into the world, but men love the darkness rather than the light, because they do evil things. Any one who does evil things hates the light and will not come to the light because he does not want his evil deeds to be shown up. But whoever does what is true comes to the light, in order that the light may show that he did his works in obedience to God.

(Glory be to God)

Glory to You, 0 Lord, glory to You.

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up to pray.

(Priest bowing towards his fellow priests, he faces the west and signs the Cross over the people).

PRIEST:

Peace be with you all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

PRIEST:

Again let us pray to God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ.

We pray and entreat Your goodness, 0 Lover-of-Mankind.

Remember, 0 Lord, the sick of Your people.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and our brethren who are sick with diverse diseases whether they be in this place or in any other place. That Christ our Lord may grant them and us health and recovery, and forgive our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

(Kyrie Eleison)

PRIEST:

Attend them with your mercies and compassion, and heal them. Take away from them, and from us all sickness and all disease, the spirit of sickness, chase away.

Who have long lain in sickness, do raise and console.

All who are afflicted with unclean spirits, do liberate.

Those in prisons or dungeons, or in exile or captivity, or that who are arrested in bitter bondage, 0 Lord, deliver them all, and have mercy upon them!

For You are He who unbinds the chained and lifts up the fallen.

The Hope of the hopeless, the Help of the helpless, the Consolation of the small-hearted, the Harbor of the storm tossed.

All the souls which are in distress or bound, Give them mercy, 0 Lord, give them repose, give them coolness, give them grace, give them sustenance, give them salvation, give them the forgiveness of their sins and iniquities.

And as for us, 0 Lord, the diseases of our souls, do heal; and those of our bodies, care.

0 You the true Physician of our souls and bodies, the prelate of all flesh, accord us Your salvation.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

(Kyrie Eleison).

PRIEST:(inaudibly)

By the grace...

Intercession For The Travellers

PRIEST:

We pray and entreat Your goodness, 0 Lover-of-Mankind.

Remember, 0 Lord, our fathers and our brethren who are on travel.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and brethren who are actually on travel and those who intend to travel That He may facilitate the ways of all of them, whether by sea or river or lake, or on the beaten track, or those travelling by all means. That Christ, our Lord may bring them back to their homes in safety; and forgive our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

(Kyrie Eleison).

PRIEST:

Those intending to travel in any place, facilitate the ways for them all, whether by sea or river, or lake or on the beaten tracks, or by any other means, all persons in all places. Bring them back safely to a heaven of peace, a heaven of salvation.

Vouchsafe, 0 Lord, to accompany them in their em​barkation and accompany them throughout their travel Bring them back to their homes, rejoicing with joy and robust with wholeness.

Share the work of your servants in every good affair.

Even we, 0 Lord, our expatriation in this age, preserve without hurt, storm or worry unto the end.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

(Kyrse Eleison).

PRIEST: (inaudibly)

By the grace...

PRIEST:

Graciously accord, 0 Lord, the waters of the rivers, the seeds, the herbs and the plants of the field, the air of heaven and the fruits of the earth this year, bless them.

DEACON:

Pray for the rising of the waters of the rivers, the seeds, the herbs, the plants of the field, the air of heaven, the fruits of the earth, the trees, the vines and for every fruit-bearing tree in all the world that Christ our God may bless them, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. 

(After any of these intercessions the PRIEST continues):

Raise them to their measure according to Your grace. Give joy to the face of the earth. May its furrows be abundantly watered and its fruits be plentiful. Prepare it for sowing and harvesting. Manage our life as deemed fit. Bless the crown of the year with Your goodness for the sake of the poor of Your people, the widow, the orphan, the stranger, the sojourner, and for the sake of us all who entreat You and seek Your Holy Name. For the eyes of every one wait upon You, for You give them their food in due season.

Deal with us according to Your goodness, 0 You who give food to all flesh. Fill our hearts with joy and gladness, that we too, having sufficiency in every thing always, may abound in every good thing.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

(Kyrie Eleison).

Intercession For The King

PRIEST:

Remember 0 Lord the chief of our land, your servant keep him in peace, justice and power. Subdue all the barbarians and alien nations who may desire war for all our abundance. Talk in his heart for the peace of Your One Only Holy Catholic and Apostolic Orthodox church. Grant him to think peacefully in us and in Your Holy Name, so we may live in a calm and quiet life, and exist in every godliness and virtue.

PRIEST:

Again, let us pray God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ.

We pray and entreat Your goodness, 0 Lover-of-Mankind.

Remember, 0 Lord, the souls of Your servants who have slept; our fathers and our brethren.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and our brethren who have slept and rested in the faith of the Christ from the beginning, our holy fathers the archbishops, our fathers the bishops, our fathers the priests, our brethren the deacons, our fathers the monks and our fathers the laymen; and for the repose of all the Christians that Christ our God may rest all their souls in the Paradise of Joy. And we as well, may He have mercy onus and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

(Kyrie Eleison).

PRIEST:

Graciously 0 Lord, Repose all their souls in the bosom of our saintly fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Support them in green pastures, by the waters of rest​fulness, in the Paradise of Joy, the place from which is fled all sadness, sorrow and sighing, in the light of Your saints.

Raise their bodies on the day which You have ap​pointed, according to Your truthful promises.

Grant them the beneficence of Your promises:

what eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, nor has it occurred to the heart of man - what You have prepared, O God, for those who love Your Holy Name. For there is no death unto Your servants, but a departure.

If any neglect or slackness has overtaken them as mor​tals; they have worn the body and lived in this world.

As good God and Lover-of-Mankind, Vouchsafe 0 Lord that Your servants, the Orthodox Christians, who are in the world, from the East to the West, and from the North to the South; each one by his name and each one by her name, do You repose. For no one is immaculate even though his life is but one day on the earth.

All those, whose souls You have taken, do repose, 0 Lord, and may they deserve the kingdom of heaven.

As for us, grant us our christian perfection which is pleasing before You. Give them and us a portion, and an inheritance with the rest of Your saints.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

(Kyrie Eleison).

PRIEST:

We pray and entreat Your goodness, 0 Lover-of-Mankind.

Remember, 0 Lord, the sacrifices, the oblations and the thanksgivings of all those that have offered them, (lie puts a spoonful if incense in the censer) unto the honor and glory of Your Holy Name.

DEACON:

Pray for them who attend to the sacrifices, the oblations, the first-fruits, the oil, the incense, the coverings, the books of the readings, the vessels of the Altar, that Christ our God may reward them in the heavenly Jerusalem; and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

(Kyrie Eleison).

PRIEST:

Accept them upon Your Holy rational, heavenly Altar as a sweet savor of incense; which enters unto Your gran​deur in heaven; by the ministry of Your angels and Your Holy archangels.

Even as You did accept the offerings of the righteous Abel, arid the sacrifice of our father Abraham, and the two mites of the widow.

Accept also the vows of Your servants; the rich and the poor, the hidden and the manifest.

Those, that would offer but have not, and those that have offered unto You these oblations this day.

Grant them the incorruptible in place of the corrup​tible; the heavenly for the earthly; the eternal instead of the temporal.

Their houses and their storages fill with all good. Spare them, 0 Lord, by the power of Your Angels and Your Holy Archangels.

Even as they have remembered Your Holy Name upon earth, remember them also, in Your Kingdom; and in this age, leave them not.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

(Kyrie Eleison).

Intercession For The Catechumens

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ, we ask and entreat Your goodness, 0 Lover-of-Mankind, for the catechumens of Your people that have been instructed, have mercy upon them.

DEACON:

Pray for the catechumens of our people so that Christ our Lord may make them worthy of the Holy baptism and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

(Kyrie Eleison).

PRIEST:

Confirm them in faith in You. All there mains of idolatry uproot from their he srts. Your law, Your fear, Your com​mandments, Your truths and Your Holy precepts estab​lish firm in their hearts. Grant them they may know the confirmation of the instruction preached to them. In due course, let them be worthy of the washing of the new birth for the remission of their sins. Prepare them to be a sanctuary for Your Holy Spirit by the grace, mercy and love of man which belongs to Your Only-begotten Son,

our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ to Whom is due all glory, honor and power together with You and the Holy Spirit, the Life-giver Who is One in Essence with You now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

PRIEST:

0 God of Prophets and Lord of Apostles, who from the very beginning proclaimed the advent of the Christ, through Your saintly prophets, and who sent before Him John the Baptist, the forerunner, we ask and entreat You, 0 Lover-of-Mankind, to send down Your Holy Power to guide this baptism and strengthen Your servants and prepare them so that they may receive the pure baptism of the new birth for the remission of their sins and the incorruptible faith in Your Only-Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; for, indeed, praise, adoration, and glory are Your due, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

PRIEST recites the Prayer of the Laying On of the Hand:

0 Lord, descend upon these Your servants, who serve You and call upon Your Holy Name and humble them sel​yes before You; walk amongst them, 0 Lord, and help them in every good endeavor; direct their hearts away from all evil earthly thoughts; grant them that they think as befits the living beings and that they understand Your will. We ask this through Your Only-Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and God; for, indeed, praise, adoration, and glory are Your due, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now an always and forever and ever. Amen.

DEACON:

chants: “We have been truly redeemed.”

PRIEST:
says the following prayer silently on his own behalf while kneeling down before the baptismal font.

0, Merciful, Compassionate, and Loving God, you scrutinize the hearts and kidneys and You know the inner​most secrets of all human beings, and to You no thing they do is invisible, but rather they are all known and submis​sive before You. 0 God, You know the other things I do, do not detest me and do not turn Your face away from me, but grant that all my sins flee away from me at this hour. O God, who forgive the sins of people and bring them to repentance, wash away the dirt of my body and soul, and cleanse me completely with Your invisible power and Your divine hand, so that if I read an absolution to others who ask me to give it to them, which is the faith made available to us through Your abundant and indescribable Love for Mankind - then I am not myself condemned as a slave to sin. On the contrary, 0 Lord, who alone are without sin, who alone are Good and Lover of Mankind, let not Your humble servant return shamefaced, but for​give me my sins. Send Your Mighty Power down from Your Holy Exaltedness, and strengthen me that I perform the service of this great divine mystery. Grant that the image of Christ be portrayed in those who receive the baptism of the new birth through me a sinner.

Establish them on the foundation of Your apostles and prophets and do not destroy them ever after. Place them like a true vine in Your Catholic and Apostolic Orthodox

church that they advance in Your worship and that Your Holy Name be glorified everywhere, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer For Peace

PRIEST:

Again let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Lover-of-Mankind, remember, O Lord, the peace of Your One, Only, Holy, Catholic and Apos​tolic Orthodox Church.

DEACON:

Pray. for the peace of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Orthodox Church of God.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

(Kyrie Eleison).

PRIEST:

That which exists from one end of the world to the other, all peoples and all flocks do bless; the peace which is from the heavens, send down into our hearts; even the peace of this life also, graciously grant unto us. The king, the armies, the chiefs, the counselors, the multitudes, our neighbors, our corning in and our going out, adorn them with all peace.

O King of peace, grant us Your peace; for Your have given us all things. Acquire us unto Yourself, 0 God our Savior, for we known one other but You, Your Holy Name we do utter. May our souls live by Your Holy Spirit, and let not the death which is by sins have dominion over us, we Your servants, nor overall Your people.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

(Kyrie Eleison).

Prayer For The Fathers

PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your Goodness, 0 Lover of Mankind, remember, O Lord, our Patriarch, the honored father, the high priest, Abba...,

DEACON:

Pray for our high priest, Papa Abba... Pope and Patriarch and Archbishop of the great city of Alexandria, and for our Orthodox bishops.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

(Kyrie Eleison).

PRIEST:

In keeping, keep him unto us for many years and peace​ful times, fulfilling that holy high priesthood, with which You have entrusted him, from Yourself, according to Your holy and blessed will; rightly dividing the word of truth; shepherding Your people in purity and righteous​ness; together with al the Orthodox bishops, protopriests, priests and deacons and all the fullness of Your One only Holy Catholic and Apostolic Orthodox Church.

Grant them and us peace and safety in everyplace. Their prayers which they offer on our behalf, and on behalf of all Your people, as well as ours on their behalf, do receive upon Your holy, heavenly and rational altar as a sweet savor of incense.

All their enemies, visible and invisible, trample and humiliate under their feet speedily. As for them, keep them in peace and righteousness in Your Holy Church.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

(Kyrie Eleison).

Prayer For The Congregations

PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your Goodness, 0 Lover-of-Mankind, remember, 0 Lord, our congregations. (He crosses the people saying:) Bless them.

DEACON:

Pray for his holy church (monastery) and for our con​gregations.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

(Kyrie Eleison).

(He takes the censer).

PRIEST:

Grant that they may be unto us without obstacle or hindrance, that we may hold them according to Your holy and blessed will. Houses of prayer, houses of purity, houses of blessing, grant them unto us, 0 Lord, and Your servants who shall come after us forever. The worship of idols, utterly uproot from the world. Satan and all his evil powers, trample and humiliate under our feet speedily. All offenses and their instigators, abolish. May all distensions of corrupt heresies cease.

The enemies of Your Holy Church, 0 Lord, as at all times, now also humiliate. Strip their vanity, show them their weakness speedily. Bring to naught their envy, their intrigues, their madness, their wickedness and their slander which they commit against us. 0 Lord, bring them all to no avail; disperse their counsel, 0 God, Who dis​persed the counsel of Ahithophel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

(Kyrie Eleison).

PRIEST:

(lie offers incense thrice towards the Altar):

Arise, 0 Lord God, let all Your enemies be scattered, and let all that hate Your Holy Name flee before Your face.

But let Your people be in blessing thousands of thousands and ten thousand times ten thousands doing Your will. By the grace, compassion and love of Mankind of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver Who is of One Essence with You, now and al all times, and unto age of all ages. Amen.

(He again offers Incense thrice towards the Altar and gives the censer to the Deacon.)

DEACON:

In the wisdom of God, let us attend. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. In Tnnth.

CONGREGATION:

Recite THE CREED:

We believe in one God, God the Father, the Pan​tocrator, Who created heaven and earth, and all things seen and unseen.

We believe lone Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father, before all ages. Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten not created, of one Essence with the Father, by whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary, and became Man. And He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose from the dead, according to the Scriptures, ascended into the heavens; He sits at the right hand of His Father, and He is coming again in His glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom shall have no end.

Yes, we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver ​of-Life, Who comes forth from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets.

And in One Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church, We confess one Baptism for the remission of sins.

We look for resurrection of the dead, and the life of the coming age. Amen.

PRIEST:

He takes the Holy Oil (Chrism) and pours some of it into the baptismal font three times in the form of the cross to sanctify the water, while saying;

In the Name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, One God, Amen. Blessed be God the Pantocrator, Amen.

Blessed be His Only-Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete. Amen.

DEACON:

Let us pray to the Lord.

PRIEST:

O Creator of water and Maker of everything, we pray to Your self-created and righteous power, in the Name that is superior to all names, that of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ, who was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate. We ask Your Majesty for these Your ser​vants: transform them, convert them, sanctify them, and strengthen them, so that through this water and this oil and all the evil powers may be abolished. Detain, castoff, and restrain the evil spirits, as well as all magic, idolatry, and spells.

Here, the PRIEST breathes over the water three times in the form of the cross, while saying the following:

O God, sanctify this water and this oil that they maybe used for the baptism of the new birth. Amen. Eternal life. Amen. Incorruptible vestment. Amen. The grace of filiation. Amen. Renewal by the Holy Spirit. Amen. Because Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ, who went down into the River Jordan and sanctified it, declared that: “EXCEPT a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God.” He also commanded His Holy disciples and pure apostles, saying: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them:

Here, he makes the sign of the Cross over the water three times while saying:

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit.” Enter us, O A11-Powerful One, and save us, 0 Holy One. Send Your thunder, 0 Almighty God, over this water, so that through it and by the power of Your Holy Spirit, Your servants, who have come to You may be reborn by Your Divine Power. Make them worthy of the remission of their sins and of the incorruptible of their sins and of the incorruptible vestments. Through the grace, compassion, and the Love for Mankind of Your Only​ begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ; for,

indeed, praise, adoration, and glory are Your due, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

DEACON:

Pray for perfect peace, love, and the Holy apostolic kisses.

CONGREGATION:

John the Baptist testified, saying: “I have baptized my Savior in the waters of the Jordan, and heard the voice of God the Father declaring loudly, “This is My beloved Son, in whom l am well pleased.”” 0 Jesus, our Lord, who have been baptized in the River Jordan, cleanse us of all iniq​uity and forgive us our trespasses.

DEACON:

Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Yes, Lord, who is Jesus Christ, the Son of God, hear us and have mercy upon us.

Offer, Offer, Offer in order. Stand with trembling. Look towards the East. Let us attend.

CONGREGATION:

Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, Saint Mary, 0 Lord, grant us the forgiveness of our sins. Through the intercession of the three pure luminaries Michael, Gabriel and Rafael, Lord grant us the forgive​ness of our sins.

Through the intercession of the forerunner, John the Baptist, Lord, grant us the forgiveness of our sins.

We worship You, 0 Christ, with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have been baptized and saved us.

CONGREGATION:

A mercy of peace, a baptism to glorify God.

PRIEST:

The love of God the Father, and the grace of the Only-begotten Son, our lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ, and the communion and gift of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

PRIEST:

Lift up your hearts.

CONGREGATION:

They are with the Lord.

PRIEST:

Let us give thanks to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Worthy and right.

PRIEST:

Worthy and right. Worthy and right. Worthy and right.

We have lifted up our eyes to You, 0 Lord, and the eyes of our souls are directed toward You. We ask You, 0 Lord Almighty, the God of our fathers, Who crated heaven an earth and al their beauty, Who created the waters above the sky and established the earth on the waters, Who gathered all waters into one place, Who tied the sea and closed the deep pit and sealed it with Your Name, which is filled with glory and fear, of Whom everything is afraid and trembles before Your power.

You, Lord, establish the sea with Your power, for You did break the heads of the dragon on the waters.

DEACON:

You who are seated, stand.

PRIEST:

You split the fountains and the valleys and made the water come out. 0 God, when the waters saw You, they became afraid and the depths of the earth were disturbed by the voice of the surging water, You looked at the Red Sea with Your awesome power and dried it up for the Israelites to cross, and by Moses You baptized them all.

DEACON:

Unto the east look.

PRIEST:

You did command the massive rock and water came forth abundantly to Your people. You did turn bitter waters into sweet water. You, through Joshua, the son of Nun, pushed back the waters of the flowing rivers. You are the fearful One. Who can stand before You? The sacrifice of Elijah with water, You accepted with fire from heaven. You also, our Master, through Elijah, revealed the water that is for the birth of life. And Naaman the Syrian, You did purify by the Jordan waters. Your are Omnipotent and nothing is impossible for you.

CONGREGATION:

Be joyful like lambs, 0 Jordan, and your wilderness, for the Lamb has come to you Who carried the sin of the world. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Jesus Christ, the Son of God has been baptized in the Jordan river. Be merciful to us according to Your great mercy.

PRIEST:

Agios. Agios. Agios. Holy, Holy, 0 Lord and Holy are You in everything. Now also, our King, God of powers and King of Heavenly armies, come forth, You Who sit upon the Cherubic throne. Manifest Yourself and look upon Your creation, this water Grant it the grace of the Jordan, heavenly comfort. And as Your Holy Spirit descends upon it, bestow the blessing of the Jordan upon it. Amen.

Give it power to become life-giving. Amen.

Pure water, Amen.

Water to cleanse sins. Amen.

Water for the baptism of the new birth. Amen.

Water of filiation. Amen.

Grant that evil spirits do not descend upon this water or enter with the person being baptized, nor unclean spirits, nor the spirits of noon, nor the spirit of the evening, nor the spirits of the night, nor the spirits of the air, nor t1e spirits of drowning, nor the spirits of the devil which are underneath the earth, but vanquish them all by Your mighty power. May they become as naught before the sign of Your Cross and Your Holy Name which we call upon, and which is full of glory and is feared by those opposing us, so that whosoever is baptized in it will cast a way the old nature which corrupts, like evil desires, and put on the new nature which restores him to the image of this Creator, and makes him illuminated with the light of the truth from Your Holy Spirit, and attain eternal life and blessed hope, and stand before the throne of Christ and receive the heavenly crown and the remission of sins. May this oil and water be blessed, and filled with glory and purity.

PRIEST crosses the water 3 times with the cross saying:

In the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, and the gratitude of all Your people and Your servants who have offered to You their children. Glory and honor to Your Holy Name, receive them upon Your Holy rational and heavenly altar, as a fragrant incense offered to Your majesty in heaven by the service of Your angels and pure arch-angels. Lord save Your people. Bless Your inheritance; protect and elevate them forever. Keep them in Your Orthodox faith all their lives. Fill them with love that is above everything and peace that is beyond all understanding, through the intercessions and supplica​tions of Salnt Mary, the Theotokos, who is full of glory, and the forerunner, Saint John the Baptist and all the apostolic fathers and all the saints who have pleased You since the beginning of creation. Through the grace and mercies and love of mankind, of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, our God, our Savior Jesus Christ to Whom is due glory, honor and power together with You and the Holy Spirit Who is One in Essence with You, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

CONGREGATION:

Our Father Who art in heavens....

PRIEST:

(First absolution)

0 Lord, Lord who did give us the power to tread on serpents and scorpions and all power of the enemy, crush his head under our feet quickly, dispel from us all his wicked fantasies opposing us.

For You are the King of us all, 0 Christ Our Lord.

For You are He unto whom we send upwards glory, honor and worship with Your God Father, and the Holy Spirit, Life-giving and Consubstantial

Now and ever, and unto the ages of all ages.

DEACON:

Bow your heads before the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Before You, 0 Lord.

(They continue with bowed heads until the end of the two following prayers)

PRIEST:

(Second absolution)

O Lord, who did bend the heavens has descended and has been incarnated for the salvation of mankind. You are He who sits upon the Cherubim and the Seraphim, and beholds the things which are lowly.

You also now, 0 Lord, are He, unto Whom we lift up the eyes of our hearts, even unto You 0 Lord, the Forgiver of our sins, and the Savior of our souls from corruption. We worship Your unutterable compassion, and we ask
You to give us Your peace, for you have given us all things.

Possess us unto You, 0 Lord, our Savior, for we know none but You, Your Holy Name do we utter.

Bring us back to Your fear and Your desire, 0 Lord, be pleased that we be included in the enjoyment  of Your gifts. And them that have bowed their heads under Your hand, do raise up on behavior and adorn them with virtues.

And may we all be worthy of Your kingdom which is in heaven, through the pleasure of Your Good Father, with Whom You are blessed with the Holy Spirit, Life-giving and One in Essence.

Now 

DEACON:

Let us attend on God with fear.

(Turns westward and signs the people with the cross)

PRIEST:

Peace be with you.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

PRIEST:

(Says the Absolutions of the Son):

O Master, Lord, Jesus Christ the Only-Begotten Son of the Father, who broke all the chains of our sins by His Life-giving and redeeming sufferings, who breathed into the face of His Holy disciples and His pure apostles saying unto them, Receive you the Holy Spirit, Whose sins you remit they are remitted unto them, and whose sins you retain, they are retained Now, also, 0 Lord, through Your Holy Apostles, You have given grace unto them who work as priests, at all times in Your Holy Church to forgive the sins upon earth, to bind and unbind all the chains of injustice.

Now also, we ask of Your goodness, 0 Lover-of-man for Your servants, my fathers, my brothers and my weakness, those who are bowing down their heads before Your sacred glory, Grant us Your mercy, and break all the chains of our sins.

And if we have sinned against you knowingly or unknow​ingly, in restlessness of heart, or indeed, or in word, or the smallness of heart.

You, 0 Lord, who knows man’s frailty, as Good Lover-of-man, grants us the forgiveness of our sins.

(Crossing himself)

Bless us,

(Crossing the ministers)

Purify us, absolute us,


(Crossing the Congregation)

And absolve all Your people.

(Here he privately mentions any whom he please)

Fill us with Your fear, straighten us to do Your good and Holy will.

For You are our God, and unto You is due all glory, honor, majesty and worship, with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit, Life-giving and One in Essence with You.

Now, and at all times and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

PRIEST:

One is the Holy Father. One is the Holy Son. One is the

Holy Spirit. Amen.

CONGREGATION:

Amen.

PRIEST: then takes the Holy Chrism and pours very little from it in the baptismal font three times in the form of the cross to bless the water, saying each time:

In the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Blessed is our God, the Father Pantocrator. Amen.

And blessed is His Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Blessed is the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete. Amen.

PRIEST: says these portions from the Psalms as he stirs the water:

(Psalm 2&3,4)

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters: the God of glory thunders: the Lord is upon many waters. Alleluia.

The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. Alleluia.

(Psalm 31:5)

Come, you children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the Lord. Alleluia.

(Psalm 65:11)

We went through fire and through water: but You brought us out into a wealthy place.

(Psalm 50:7,9,10)

Purge me with hyssop, and l shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Alleluia.

Hide Your face from my sins, and I blot out all mine iniquities. Alleluia.

Create in me a clean heart, 0 God; and renew a right spirit within me. Alleluia.

(Psalm 132:13)

For the Lord has chosen Zion; He has desired it for His habitation. Alleluia.

PRIEST:

Bless me; I bow to You. Forgive me, 0 my fathers and brethren., Pray for me. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto the age of ages. 0 Lord, who give light to every human coming to the world, we bless You now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

CONGREGATION: chant Psalm 150

Praise God, in all His Saints. Alleluia.

Praise Him, in the firmament of His Power. Alleluia.

Praise Him, for His mighty acts. Alleluia.

Praise Him, according to the multitudes of His great​ness. Alleluia.

Praise Him, with the sound of the trumpet. Alleluia.

Praise Him, with psaltery and harp. Alleluia.

Praise Him, with timbrel and chorus. Alleluia.

Praise Him, with strings and organs. Alleluia.

Praise Him, with pleasant sounding cymbals. Alleluia.

Praise Him, upon the cymbals of joy. Alleluia.

Let everything that has breath praise the Name of the Lord our God. Alleluia.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Alleluia.

Now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen. Al​leluia.

Glory be to You our God. Alleluia.

Glory be to our God. Alleluia.

O Jesus Christ, the Son of God, hear us and have mercy upon us.

In the meantime, the deacon holds the baptizeeat the west side and moves with him/her to the east side of the bap​tismal font, to the left of the Priest, so that he may dip him/her in the Holy water three times. Each time, he brings the baptizee out of the water and breathes over his face. As he dips the child in the Holy water the first time, he says:

I baptize you (name) in the Name of the Father;

During the second dip, he says:

and the Son;

And during the third dip, he says:

and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

After the baptism, the PRIEST pours some water on his hands in the baptismal font, washes his hands, the cross, and the area around the baptismal font.

PRIEST: prays on the Holy Water to return (transform) into its original nature.

O Master, Lord, God Almighty, Who created everything in Your true wisdom. Since the beginning, You have gathered the waters in one place, you have also made a rank for each of Your creations according to the greatness of Your infinite power and understanding. You, Our Master, have made this water pure through the blessing of Your Christ, and dwelling of the Holy Spirit. It has become for Your servants who have been baptized cleansing for the new birth, freedom from the old sin and enlightened by Your divinity.

We ask You and beseech You, 0 Lover-of-Mankind, to transform this water into its original nature so that it may go back into the earth as usual. Be our help and our salvation that we may always glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and send to You glory, honor, and worship, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

Then the PRIEST disposes of the water.

HOLY CHRISM

Anointing with the Holy Chrism

PRIEST takes the Holy Chrism and prays over it:

0, the Only Omnipotent One, the Maker of all miracles, for whom nothing is impossible, all things are made by Your will and power. Send the Holy Spirit on this Holy Chrism that it may be a life-giving seal and steadfastness for Your servants, through Your Only-Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; for Yours is the Kingdom, the power and the glory, 0 Father and Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

PRIEST then anoints the child (ren) with the Holy Chrism in the form of a cross, thirty-six anointments for each child:

First: He anoints the brain, nostrils, mouth, right ear, right eye, left eye, left ear (8 anointments) while saying:

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy Spirit. The anointment of the grace of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Second: He anoints the heart, navel, back, and loins (4anointments) while saying:

The anointment of the pledge of the Kingdom of Heaven, Amen.

Third: He anoints the joint of the right shoulder from the top, the armpit, the joint of the right elbow and its fold, the joint of the right wrist and Its top (6 anointments) while saying

The anointment of the communion of eternal life.

Amen.

Fourth: He anoints the joint of the left shoulder from the top, the armpit, the Joint of the left elbow and Its fold, the joint of the left wrist and Its top (6 anolntments) while saying:

A Holy anointment for Christ, our God, and a never​ broken up seal. Amen.

The PRIEST anoints the following parts, making the sign of the cross each time (6 times total):

25. The right thigh.

26. The right ureter.

27. The right knee.

28. The back of the right knee.

29. The right snide.

30. The right calf.

While saying:

The perfection of the grace of the Holy Spirit and the shield of faith and truth. Amen.

The PRIEST anoints the following parts, making the sign of the cross each time (6 times total):

31. The left thigh.

32. The left ureter.

33. The left knee.

34. The back of the left knee.

35. The left ankle.

36. The left calf.

While saying:

I anoint you, (name), with Holy Oil, in the Name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

PRIEST:

After completing the anointment of the child(ren), he lays his hand on the child(ren) and says:

“Be blessed by the Heavenly and Angelic blessings. May the Lord Jesus Christ bless you in His Name.”

While breathing over the face of the baptizee, he says:

PRIEST:

“Now accept the Holy Spirit and be vessel through Jesus Christ Our Lord. This is He who is due all Glory with His Good Father and the Holy Spirit, now and unto the age of ages. Amen.

While putting awhile vestment on the baptizee, he says:

PRIEST:

“Clothes of eternal life that is without corruption.”

Amen.

After the breathing and making the sign of the cross, the

PRIEST says the following prayer over the child(ren).

The DEACON responds:

Let us ask the Lord.

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, the Only Eternal One, the Father of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ, who have commanded that Your servants be born of the baptism for the new birth, and have granted them the forgiveness of their sins, and the robe of incorruption, and the grace of filiation!

Now, our King, send down on them the grace of Your Holy Spirit, the Comforter, and grant that they share in the eternal life, that, according to the promise of Your Only-Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our lord, God, and Savior, if they are born again by water and the Holy Spirit, they can enter the Kingdom of Heaven; through the Name, power, and grace of Your Only-Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; for He is glorified with You and the Holy Spirit now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

PRIEST:

After the children get dressed, the PRIEST then says this prayer

0, Lord God, the Almighty Father of our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ! You have crowned Your saintly and pure apostles, prophets and martyrs who have pleased You with unfading crowns.

Bless these crowns, now, 0 Lord, which we have prepared to put on your servants who have been united with the Holy Baptism; grant that they be for them crowns of glory and honor. Amen.

Crowns of blessing and glory. Amen.

Crowns of virtue and justice. Amen.

Crowns of wisdom and understandings. Amen.

Strengthen them so that they may observe Your com​mandments and orders, and grant them the blessings of the Kingdom of Heaven, through Christ Jesus our Lord; for Yours is the Kingdom and the power and the glory, 0 Father and Son and Holy Spirit, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

COMMANDMENT

A commandment to the Parents and Godparents of the baptized.

You have to know, beloved brethren, the greatness of this honor that your children have taken by joining the chosen ones through the grace that they have received, becoming Christians through the Holy baptism that Our Savior founded, as the Holy disciples revealed. After the Holy resurrection, He appeared to them, and sent them to all nation stop reach, saying: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing the min the Name of The Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you: and, lo, tam with you always, even unto the end of the world.”

So, today my beloved brethren, your children have be​come heirs to the life with the Master Christ. Today your children have received the pledge of life, and become steadfast in the true Orthodox faith. The day they were born they were slaves and not free. But today, they have been freed from all evil deception.

Didn’t you hear the words, full of awe that were told you about the Holy baptism? Didn’t you answer for your children, saying: “I reject you Satan and all your evil work?” Didn’t you hold them toward the east and worship God, proclaiming: “We believe in One God, God the Father Pantocrator, and in His Only-begotten Son Jesus Christ and His Holy Spirit we confess, and are baptized by One baptism in His Holy church.” Listening to His words in His Holy Bible by His Holy and pure apostles saying: If one is

not baptized by water and Spirit, he shall not see the Kingdom of God?

Now my beloved, know that, you have received your children from the spiritual, Holy and pure baptism, and that God would ask you to answer for them if you neglected them and did not discipline them or dissuade them from ungodly behavior.

Teach them how to read the Holy books, which are the breath of God, and to go to church morning and evening. Teach them to fast Wednesdays and Fridays, the Holy forty days of lent, and to observe all the fasts and laws of the church and the Apostolic orders.

From this day on, they are worthy to partake of the Holy sacrament that is the Body and Blood of The Son of God that is shed for the salvation of mankind.

Protect your children and do not allow them to go to the places where evil dwells, so that God may safeguard them from the Satanic temptations.

And you, blessed godfathers and godmothers, and pious and honest brethren, may God protect you with His Mighty right hand, may He preserve you as He did our father, Abraham.

Know that you have become accountable and guarantors for his baptism and from this day you are their spiritual parents, acquainted with their secrets, responsible for supporting them, witnessing their acts every day.

From this day you are responsible for their acts and deeds, and have guaranteed them by Christ the Master a true guarantee, to give an answer for them on the judg​ment day.

You have received this trust according to the law, as the priests of God and the church have witnessed, so that you may work diligently to educate them in a gracious and polite manner, and that you maybe duly proud of them.

Teach them the propitiate ways of God so that their life be pleasing and enlightened. Bring them up on a firm base of righteousness. Prohibit them from going astray and from associating with the bad, the debauched, and the evil people.

Nurse them in spiritual teachings and teach them the fear of God and His revered commands. Establish them through discipline and spiritual exercises. in instructing the, do not be negligent as irresponsible guards, but rather lend your ears to His words to you: Well done, you good and faithful servant: You have been faithful over few things, I will make your ruler over many things.

May God make you profit by your talents, 0 you brethren who have listened, by the grace of our Master and Savior, Jesus Christ whom we ask to keep us steadfast in the Orthodox faith till the last breath, to forgive us our sins and trespasses and to overlook our faults, and to help us in all good deeds, and to crush the devil rapidly under our feet, and have the doors of His church open for us, and let us hear the joyful voices: Come, you blessed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the world.

Through the intercessions of our Lady, the Virgin Mary, and all those who have pleased the Lord with their good deeds since Adam and unto the end of ages. Amen.

