The Betrothal

الخطوبة 
O King of peace, grant us Your peace, establish for us Your peace, and forgive us our sins. Disperse the enemies of the church, and strengthen her so it will never shake. Emmanuel, our God, in His Father’s Glory with the Holy Spirit, is now in our midst.

That He blesses us all, purifies our hearts, and heals the sickness of our souls and bodies. We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

PRIEST (Declares the betrothal)

In the name of our Lord, our God, and our Savior Jesus Christ, the founder of the laws of perfection, we declare at this Orthodox ceremony the betrothal of the blessed Orthodox son (name) to the blessed Orthodox daughter (name).

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God. Blessed be God, the Pantocrator. Amen.

DEACONS:

Amen.

CONGREGATION:

Our Father, Who art in heavens, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day the morrow’s bread; and forgive us our trespasses; as we forgive those who trespass against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one; through Christ Jesus our Lord; for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

PRIEST:

In the name of our Lord, our God and our Savior Jesus Christ, the founder of the laws of perfection we declare at this Orthodox ceremony the betrothal of the blessed Or​thodox daughter (name) to the blessed Orthodox son (name).

Blessed be his Only Begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

DEACONS:

Amen.

CONGREGATION:

The Lord’s Prayer.

PRIEST:

In the name of our Lord, our God and our Savior Jesus Christ, the founder of the laws of perfection, we complete at this Orthodox ceremony the betrothal of the blessed Orthodox son (name) to the blessed Orthodox daughter (name).

Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete (the Com​forter). Amen.

DEACONS:

Amen.

CONGREGATION:

The Lord’s Prayer.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:
Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:
Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:
And with your spirit.


PRIEST:

Let us give thanks to the beneficent and merciful God, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, for He has covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to Him, spared us, supported us, and has brought us to this hour.

Let us also ask Him, the Lord our God, the Pantocrator, to guard us in alt peace this holy day and all the days of our life.

DEACON:

Pray

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, we thank You for every condition, concerning every condition, and in every condition. For You have covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to You, spared us, supported us, and have brought us to this hour.

DEACON:

Pray that God have merry and compassion upon us, hear us, help us and accept the supplications and prayers of his saints for that which is good on our behalf at all times, and make us worthy to partake of the communion of His holy and blessed mysteries, for the remission of our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have merry.

PRIEST:

Therefore we ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, grant us Incomplete this holy day, and all the days of our life, in alt peace with Your fear. All envy, all temptation, all the work of Satan, the counsel of wicked men and the rising up of enemies hidden and manifest,

(He bows himself eastward and crosses himself) Take them away from us.

(He turns westward and crosses the people) And from all Your people.

(He faces the east and crosses the Altar) and from this holy place that is Yours.

But those things which are good and profitable do pro​vide for us, for it is You Who have given us the authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and upon all the power of the enemy.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, by the grace, compassion, and philanthropy of Your Only​ Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honour, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver Who is of one essence with You, now and at all times and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

CONGREGATION:

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit The Perfect Trinity. One in Essence. Axia. Axia. Axia.

PRIEST:

O
Lord and true God, the Eternal Word of God, Who engaged man to eternal joy through His glorious Incarna​tion, amassing faithful souls through the sacrament of His revitalizing cross, purifying them in the sacred baptismal font, bestowing upon them the gifts of the Sacred Spirit and eternal life, becoming for them the Head, the Pastor, and the Supreme Chieftain. We ask of You, O Good Pastor, to lookafter Your servants so that this engagement may be in accordance with Your wish and Your wilt, and that our undertaking may end up in happiness and in peace. Amen.

CONGREGATION:

Amen.

PRIEST:

O God, Who created man with a free will, Who placed him a little below angels, Who adorned him with glory and dignity, Who put him in charge of the work of Your Hands; You did not leave him alone and isolated, saying, “It is not good for man lobe left alone,” and created Eve for him to be his helpmate and assistant. Bless, O Lord, Your servants (... and ...), keep them and their betrothal pure and legal, bestow upon them the oneness of mind and soul, and grant them a peaceful and spiritual happiness. Amen.

CONGREGATION:

Amen.

The PRIEST then concludes with the blessing, and then the Lord’s Prayer

DEACONS and CONGREGATION then chant,

“O King of peace...” (see page 1)

CONGREGATION:

Amen, Alleluia, Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to the age of all ages. Amen.

We cry out and say: O our Lord Jesus Christ bless the air of heaven, bless the waters of the rivers, bless the plants and the herbs.

May Your mercy and Your peace be a fortress to Your people.

Save us and have mercy upon us.

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord bless us, Amen. Bless me, Behold the penance.

PRIEST:

Christ our Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Amen. Let it be.

HOLY MATRIMONY

الإكليل المقدس 
PRIEST:

In the name of our Lord, our God, and our Savior Jesus Christ, the founder of the laws of perfection, we declare the marriage of the blessed Orthodox son (name) to the blessed Orthodox daughter (name).

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God. Blessed be God, the Pantocrator. Amen.

DEACONS:

Amen.

CONGREGATION:

The Lord’s Prayer.

PRIEST:

In the name of our Lord, our God, and our Savior Jesus Christ, the founder of the laws of perfection, we declare the marriage of the blessed Orthodox daughter (name) and the blessed Orthodox son (name).

Blessed be His Only Begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

DEACONS: Amen.

CONGREGATION:

The Lord’s Prayer.

PRIEST:

In the name of our Lord, our God, and our Savior Jesus Christ, the founder of the laws of perfection, we complete the marriage of the blessed Orthodox son (name) to the blessed Orthodox daughter (name). Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete (the Com​forter). Amen.

DEACONS:

Amen.

CONGREGATION:

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day the morrow’s bread; and forgive us our trespasses; as we forgive those who trespass against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one; through Christ Jesus our Lord; for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

PRIEST:

Have mercy onus, O God, the Father, the Pantocrator. O Holy Trinity have mercy on us. O Lord of Powers be with us, for there is no help in our hardships and tribula​tions save You.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

صلاة الشكر 
PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:
Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:
Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:
And with your spirit.


PRIEST:

Let us give thanks to the beneficent and merciful God, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, for He has covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to Him, spared us, supported us, and has brought us to this hour.

Let us also ask Him, the Lord our God, the Pantocrator, to guard us in all peace this holy day and all the days of our life.

DEACON:

Pray

CONGREGATION:
Lord have mercy


PRIEST:

O Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, we thank You for every condition, concerning every condition, and in every condition. For You have covered us, helped us, guarded brought us to this hour us, accepted us to You, spared us, supported us, and have

DEACON:

Pray that God have mercy and compassion upon us, hear us, help us and accept the supplications and prayers of his saints for that which is good on our behalf at all times, for the remission of our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRIEST:

Therefore we ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, grant us to complete this holy day, and all the days of our life, in all peace with Your fear. 

All envy, all temptation, all the work of Satan, the counsel of wicked men and the rising up of enemies, hidden and manifest, 

(He bows himself eastward and crosses himself) 

Take them away from us.

(He turns westward and crosses the people) 

And from all Your people.

(At the ceremony that precedes Matrimony)

 And from this vestment At the marriage ceremony)

And from this bride and groom.

(He faces the east and crosses the Altar)

and from this holy place that is Yours.

But those things which are good and profitable do pro​vide for us, for it is You Who have given us the authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and upon all the power of the enemy.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, by the grace, compassion, and philanthropy4 of Your Only ​Begotten Son, our   Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honour, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver Who is of one essence with You, now and at all times and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

CONGREGATION:

This is the censer of pure gold, holding sweet aroma, in the hands of Aaron the priest offering up incense upon the altar.

DEACON:

The first Epistle of St. Paul the Apostle to the Corinthians. Let his blessings be with us all. Amen.

Paul, called to be an Apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, into the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in everyplace, call the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ: that in every thing you are enriched by Him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge: even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you: so that you come behind in no gift: waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall also confirm you to the end, that you may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

God is faithful, by Whom you were called to the fellow​ship His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Now I beseech you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you: but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judg​ment. The Grace of God the Father be with us all. Amen.

To be followed by the Trisagion, the Litany of the Gospel, and psalm 84:10,11

CONGREGATION:

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who rose from the dead and ascended into the heavens, have mercy upon us.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now, and always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. O Holy Trinity, have mercy upon us.

PRIEST:

Pray

DEACON:
Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:
Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:
And with your spirit.


PRIEST:

O Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said to His saintly, honoured disciples and holy apostles, “Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things which you hear and have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear.” May we be worthy to hear and to act according to Your holy gospels through the prayers of Your saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the holy gospel.

CONGREGATION: Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Remember also, O our Master, all those who have bidden us to remember them in our supplications and prayers which we offer up unto You, O Lord our God. Those who have already fallen a sleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all. 

And to You we send up the glory, the honor and the adoration, together with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of One Essence with You, now and at all times and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Lotus heart be Holy Gospel.

READER:

Bless, O Lord, the reading of the holy gospel, according to St. John, the Evangelist and the saintly disciple let his blessings be with us all.

CONGREGATION: Glory to You, O Lord.

PRIEST:

Our Lord, our God, our Savior, and the King of us all, Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, for Whom is glory forever.

DEACON:

A psalm of David, the prophet and king, may his bless​ings be with us all. Amen.

Psalm 84:10,11 المزمور ( 84: 10 و 11)
Mercy and truth have met together: righteousness and peace agree with each other.

Truth shall spring out of the earth and righteousness shall look down from heaven. Alleluia.

DEACON:

Blessed be He Who comes in the Name of the Lord, our Lord, our God, our Savior, and the King of us all, Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God; for whom is glory forever.

The holy gospel from John 1:1-17

الإنجيل يوحنا (1: 1 – 17 )
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him: and without Him was not any thing made that was made.

In Him was life: and life was the light of men. And the light shone in the darkness: and the darkness com​prehended it not.

There was a man whose name was John sent from God. The same came as a witness, to bear witness to the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness to that Light. That was the true Light, which lights every man that comes to the world.

He was in the world, and the world was made by Him, and the world knew Him not.

He came to His own, and His own received Him not. But as many as received Him, to them He gave His power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe in His name: who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and He beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John bore witness to Him, and cried, saying, this is He of Whom I spoke, He that comes after me is preferred before me: For He was before me. And of His fullness have we all received, and grace for grace. For the law was given by Moses but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.

Glory Be to God forever and ever.

The DEACON sings the refrain:

For the Immortal became incarnate, the Word took flesh, and the Eternal was born into time.

For blessed is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the Perfect Trimly. We worship and glorify Him.

The PRIEST says the three litanies and the creed:

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.


PRIEST:

Peace be with all.


CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.


PRAYER FOR PEACE

أوشيه السلام
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of us Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the peace of Your one, only, holy, catholic and apostolic church.

DEACON:

Pray for the peace of the one, holy, catholic, and apos​tolic Orthodox church of God.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

That which exists from one end of the world to the other.

PRAYER FOR THE FATHERS

أوشية الآباء 
PRIEST:

Remember, O Lord, our patriarch, the honoured father, the high priest, Abba

DEACON:

Pray for our high priest, Papa Abba ... pope, patriarch and archbishop of the great city of Alexandria, and for our Orthodox bishops.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

In keeping, keep him unto us for many years and peace​ful times.

PRAYER FOR THE CONGREGATIONS

أوشيه الاجتماعات
PRIEST:

Remember, O Lord, our congregations. Bless them.

DEACON:

Pray for this holy church (monastery) and for our con​gregations.

CONGREGATION: Lord have mercy

PRIEST:

Grant that they may be unto us without obstacle or hindrance, that we may hold them according to Your holy and blessed will. Houses of prayer, houses of purity, houses of blessing, grant them unto us, O Lord, and Your servants who shall come after us forever.

Arise, O Lord God, let all Your enemies be scattered, and let all that hate Your holy name flee before Your face.

But let Your people be in blessing thousands of thousands and ten thousand times ten thousands doing Your will.

CONGREGATION: Lord have mercy

DEACON: 

In the wisdom of God, let us attend. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. In truth.

THE ORTHODOX CREED

قانون الإيمان
CONGREGATION:

We believe in one God, God the Father, the Pan​tocrator, Who created heaven and earth, and all things seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all ages; Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten not created, of one essence with the Father, by Whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary, and became Man. And He was crucified

for us under Pontius Pilate, suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose from the dead, according to the Scriptures, ascended into the heavens; He sits at the right hand of His Father, and He is coming again in His glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom shall have no end.

Yes, we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Life ​Giver, Who comes forth from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets.

And in one holy, catholic and apostolic church. We confess one baptism for the remission of sins.

We look for the resurrection of she dead, and the life of the coming age. Amen.

Then the PRIEST prays the following:

O God who created man with His own Hands, and gave him a woman for his help and strength. Now, our Master, be with the groom and his helpmate, adjoin them through the pledge of companionship, so they maybe united with love, and say unto them ‘My peace I give you both.’ ‘My peace I leave with you.’ For You are our Peace. And unto You do we offer glory and honor with Your Only Begotten Son and the Holy Spirit, now and at all times and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACONS:

O
Christ the Word of the Father, the only Begotten God, give us Your peace, that is filled with all happiness. For blessed is the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the Perfect Trinity. We worship and glorify You.

PRIEST:

The Second Prayer:

O
Master, Philanthropic One, Who, through You, was completed the joining of man and woman. We ask You to bless this ceremony for Your servants. Make them worthy of the blessing, and perfect their unity without blemish, and make them please Your Living Will, for You are our God Who created man from earth, and gave him a helpmate whom You created from him to be his wife, companion and help, and to give birth to boys and girls so mankind would multiply. Now O Lord bless Your servants (name & name) to make them grow and multiply through Your compassion. Give them a blessed fruit, and adjoin the faith with wisdom, purity, and piety; so they may be one in their flesh and soul, having Your fear within them. Make them worthy of Your blessings. Through Christ Jesus our Lord

DEACONS:

My peace that I have received from My Father, I leave unto you, now and forever.

For blessed is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The perfect Trinity. We worship and glorify You.

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord, our God. who accompanied the boy of Abraham the Patriarch in Mesopotamia, when the latter sent him to take a wife for hit ton Isaac, and at the waters he chose Rebecca. Now our Master, Philanthropic One, accompany Your servants (name & name). Bless them and guard the promise which has been made between them, one with another. With Your Perfection. Solidify their covenant.

Help their youthfulness, for since the beginning You created male and female, and through You, You gave the woman to man to help him and I for the continuance of the human race.

Sanctify Your servants, our fathers and brethren who gathered and joined us in prayer. Protect them through the intercession of our Lady, Theotokos, Saint Mary, and all the ranks of Your saints. Amen.

DEACONS:

May God bless us; we shall give praise to His Holy Name at all times; His song of praise is always on our lips. For blessed is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord Jesus Christ, Our God, Who adorned the sky with the stars and beautified the earth with The magnificence of many different kinds of fruitful plants, and Who granted humanity, heavenly and divine things. Now also, O Righteous One, Philanthropic One, we ask You to bless these vestments, so that they may become for Your two servants who are wearing them, through Your goodness, vestments of glory and salvation, vestments of joy and happiness. Keep them both, pure in soul, body, and spirit, that their life may be healthy, peaceful, and chaste through acts of righteousness. Grant them both heavenly and earthly comfort that they become rich through charitable deeds; fill their houses and storage places with all blessings, and may they become worthy of doing Your Will at all times, for You are merciful and righteous. Glory be to You, with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Giver of Life, now and forever. Amen.

DEACONS:

Don on, O bridegroom, the spiritual raiment that en​velops Michael, and the girdle of pearls.

PRIEST:

A prayer for Thanksgiving:

We thank You Our Lord God, Almighty being before all ages, Master of all, Who adorned the heavens with His Word, and founded the earth and created its inhabitants. You gathered the dispersed as one, and made one from two. Now our Master, we ask You for Your servants, to make them worthy of Your Word through their pledge. Make them have un-dispersed love for each other, through their unity. Establish them on the foundation of Your Holy Church, so they may lead the way according to the bond of agreement, for You are the bond of Love, and make their harmony through Your Word and fulfill for them Your Will through Your Only Begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord. This is for Whom is worthy and the Holy Spirit, the glory, honor, and worship, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

DEACONS:

We worship You O Christ with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit, for You came and saved us.

The Holy Matrimony Prayer

صلاة الإكليل المقدس 
This is to be prayed if the bridal couple are virgins.

The priest asks the bridal couple for their approval 

before he starts the ceremony.

PRIEST:

Have mercy on us, O God, the Father, the Pantocrator. O Holy Trimly have mercy on us. O Lord of Powers be with us, for there is no help in our hardships and tribula​tions but You. Our Father Who art in heaven....

To be followed by Thanksgiving Prayer (page 3) and the offering of incense.

DEACONS:

The golden censers the Virgin; her aroma is our Savior.

She gave birth to Him; He saved us and forgave us our sins.

DEACON:

The Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians 5:22-6:3, may his blessings be with us all. Amen.

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord, for the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and He is the Savior of the body.

Therefore, as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it by washing it with the water of the Word, that He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

So men ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loves his wife loves himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church; for we are members of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones.

For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall be one flesh.

This is a great mystery, bull speak concerning Christ and the church.

Nevertheless, let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife, see that she reverence her husband.

Children, obey our parents in the Lord; for this is right. Honor your father and mother, which is the first com​mandment with promise: That it may be well with you, and you may live long on the earth.

The grace of God the Father be with us all. Amen.

To be followed by the Trisagion, the Litany of the Gospel, and psalm 19:5 & 1283,4

DEACON:

The Good Spirit, the Paraclete, dwelt upon the apostles on Pentecost Sunday, and they spoke in many tongues. When the fifty days were over, the twelve apostles were gathered together.

And the Good Spirit, the Paraclete, descended from heaven, and spread over each one, so they spoke in many tongues.

CONGREGATION:

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who rose from the dead and ascended into the heavens, have mercy upon us.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, both now, and always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. O Holy Trinity, have mercy upon us.

PRIEST:

Pray

DEACON:
Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:
Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:
And with your spirit.


PRIEST:

O Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said to His saintly, honoured disciples and holy apostles, Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things

which you see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things which you hear and have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear.” May we be worthy to hear and to act according to Your holy gospels through the prayers of Your saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the holy gospel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Remember also, O our Master, all those who have bidden us to remember them in our supplications and prayers which we offer up unto You, O Lord our God. 

Prayers which we offer up unto You, O Lord our God. Those who have already fallen a sleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all.

And to You we send up the glory, the honor and the adoration, together with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of One Essence with You, now and at all times and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the Holy Gospel.

READER:

Bless, O Lord, the reading of the holy gospel, according to St. Matthew, the Evangelist and the saintly disciple let his blessings be with us all.

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, O Lord.

PRIEST:

Our Lord, our God, our Savior, and the King of us all, Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, for Whom is glory forever.

DEACON:

A psalm of David, the prophet and king, may his bless​ings be with us all. Amen.

Psalm 19:5:

المزمور (18: 5و 6) 
Which is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoices as a strong man to run its race.

Psalm 12&3,4

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the very heart of your house. Your children like olive plants all around

The holy gospel from Matthew 19:1-6

And it came to pass that, when Jesus had finished these sayings, He departed from Galilee, and came to region of Judaea beyond Jordan. And great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them there.

DEACON:

Blessed be He Who comes in the Name of the Lord, our Lord, our God, our Savior, and the King of us all, Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God; for Whom is glory forever.

The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him: “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason?” And He answered and said to them:

“Have you not read that He Who made them at the begin​ning, made them male and female?” And said: “For this reason shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife, and the two shall be one flesh.” Wherefore, they are no more two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let no man put asunder.

READER:

Glory is due to our God to the age of all ages. Amen

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, O Lord.

The DEACON sings the refrain:

DEACON:

Those that have been united together in harmony by the Holy Spirit, like a harp are praising God continuously,

With Psalms and Praises and Spiritual songs, day and night, from the heart, without interruption.

PRIEST:

O Lord God Almighty, Who are in heaven, the Lord of our forefathers; we beseech You to hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O God Who created the heaven, the earth and the sea, and everything therein, and adorned them with Your Wisdom, we ask You, O Lord, to hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION: Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O God Who made man in His image, after His likeness, and put him in the Paradise of Joy, we ask You O Lord to hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O God Who created woman from Adam’s rib and did grant him that she should be his helpmate; we beseech You to hear us and have mercy onus.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O God Who blessed Abraham and Sarah his wife and granted him the title of Head of all Patriarchs; we beseech You to hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O God Who kept Isaac and gave him Rebecca and saved him from his enemies, we ask You O Lord to hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION:  Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O God Who blessed Jacob and Rachel his wife and did grant him to be heir of the promise; we beseech You to hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O God Who raised up Joseph as a leader and granted him Asenath and through him saved Egypt from hunger; we beseech You to hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O God Who was pleased to be born of a Virgin in the fullness of time to enlighten mankind; we beseech You to hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O God Who was at the wedding of Cana of Galilee and blessed that marriage; bless this marriage as you blessed that marriage, we beseech You to hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION: Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O God Who transformed water into genuine wine by Your divine power, bless Your two servants and purify them with Your philanthropy , we ask You O Lord to hear us and have mercy onus.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O God Who attended the wedding of Cans of Galilee, and blessed that wedding, and transformed the water into wine by Your divine power, bless and protect this wedding of Your servants (name) and (name) in peace, harmony and love and protect them, we ask You O Lord to hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O God who is beneficent and compassionate and full of goodness and affection, O God make us glorify Your goodness O Philanthropic One, we ask You O Lord to hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

DEACONS:

O Christ, the LOGOS of the Father, the Only Begotten Son, grant us Your peace that is full of every joy.

For blessed is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the Perfect Trinity. We worship and glorify You.

The PRIEST says the three litanies and the creed:

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.


CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

PRAYER FOR PEACE

أوشيه السلام
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savour Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the peace of Your one, only, holy, catholic and apostolic church.

DEACON:

Pray for the peace of the one, holy, catholic, and apos​tolic Orthodox church of God.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

That which exists from one end of the world to the other.

PRAYER FOR THE FATHERS

أوشيه الآباء
PRIEST:

Remember, O Lord, our patriarch, the honoured father, the high priest, Abbs

DEACON:

Pray for our high priest, Papa Abba ... pope, patriarch and archbishop of the great city of Alexandria, and for our Orthodox bishops.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

In keeping, keep him unto us for many years and peace​ful times.

PRAYER FOR THE CONGREGATIONS

أوشيه الاجتماعات
PRIEST:

Remember, O Lord, our congregations. Bless them.

DEACON:

Pray for this holy church and for our con​gregations.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRIEST:

Grant that they may be unto us without obstacle or hindrance, that we may bold them according to Your holy and blessed will. Houses of prayer, houses of purity, houses of blessing, grant them unto us, O Lord, and Your servants who shall come after us forever.

Arise, O Lord God, let all Your enemies be scattered, and let all that hate Your holy name flee before Your face.

But let Your people be in blessing thousands of thousands and ten thousand times ten thousands doing Your will.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

DEACON:

In the wisdom of God, let us attend. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. In truth.

THE ORTHODOX CREED

قانون الإيمان 
CONGREGATION:

We believe in one God, God the Father, the Pan​tocrator, Who created heaven and earth, and all things seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all ages; Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten not created, of one essence with the Father, by Whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary, and became Man. And He was crucified for us under Pont us Pilate, suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose from the dead, according to the Scriptures, ascended into the heavens; He sits at the right hand of His Father, and He is coming again in His glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom shall have no end.

Yes, we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Life​ Giver, Who comes forth from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets.

And in one holy, catholic and apostolic church. We confess one baptism for the remission of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the coming age. Amen.

PRIEST:

O God Who is eternal and everlasting, Who has no beginning, Whose wisdom has no limit and Whose power has no bound, Who created man from the earth, and gave unto him a woman out of his rib, and accommodated her fur him as his helpmate, as it pleases Your Lordship and Goodness, because it is not suitable for a man to be alone. We ask You now, our King, to join Your two servants (name) and (name) to be joined in harmony in one flesh. Let them enter into the law of happiness, and abide in Your truthful teachings. Grant them a living fruit of the womb so that they rejoice in the birth of their children and have a peaceful life.

Make them ready in all good works through Christ Jesus our Lord. Through Whom the glory, the honor, and the worship are due unto You, with Him and the Holy Spirit, now and at all limes and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACONS:

As You granted peace to Your saintly disciples, tell us as You told them, “My peace I give to you.’

The gale of the east is Mary the Virgin, the chaste bridal chamber for the pure bridegroom.

PRIEST:

SECOND MATRIMONIAL PRAYER

O Father our God who formed all nature, who created man from earth and made for him a helpmate from the rib which you have taken from him and joined them together in union of marriage for life and for the continuous growth of mankind, and told them to grow and multiply and fill the earth and have dominion over it. We ask You O Philanthropic One, bless the union of Your servants (name) and (name) that were united together according to Your Will. Bless them as You blessed our forefathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Elevate them as You did Isaac and Rebecca, and multiply them as You multiplied Jacob and his offspring. Glorify them as You have glorified Joseph in Egypt. Grant them purity. Multiply them as Elkana and Anna, whom You blessed and gave them Samuel, the faithful prophet. Make them worthy of the good tidings of the pure Archangel like Zacharias and Elizabeth, whom You gave John the Baptist, the greatest among the offspring of women, that became a forerunner before Your Only Begotten Son.

You also, O Master Lord, blessed Joachim and Anna and made from them the metaphysical ark, the Mother of God, Saint Mary, of whom Your Only Begotten Son was incarnate and came into the world, and blessed the wedding of Cana of Galilee; bless Your servants (name) and (name) that were united at this hour. Grant their prosperity, wisdom, and salvation’s blessings, so that they maybe in all goodness and all purity united in their bodies and souls and be worthy of Your blessing and glorify Your Holy Name together with Your Only Begotten Son and the Holy Spirit now and forever. Amen.

DEACONS:

My peace that I have received from My Father, I leave unto you, now and forever.

For blessed is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the perfect Trinity. We worship and glorify Him.

PRIEST:

THIRD MATRIMONIAL PRAYER

O Lord, our great and eternal God, that made life out

of the void and created the universe by Your Logos, and formed man with Your immaculate Hands, in Your image and according to Your likeness, and from one created the other, for You said that it is not good that the man should be alone, so You caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam and took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh thereof. (Genesis 2:21) Because of this a man leaves his father and mother and cleaves to his wife, and they become one body, and what God has joined together let no man put asunder. O You Who blessed Abraham with Sarah, Isaac with

Rebecca. and Jacob with Leah and Rachel. and purified all who were joined in, blessing, now O Master Lord look upon Your servants (name) and (name) his helpmate. Confirm their union, guard their bed in purity. Shield them and their home with Your unconquerable Right Hand. Save them from all envy and intrigues.

Keep them in harmony and peace to reveal unto You, O Living God, the fruit of life from the womb. Bless them, O God, as You blessed Abraham with Sarah, and Isaac with Rebecca, and Jacob with Leah and Rachel. As for the men and women who are here with us, bless them in the Name of our Lord, our God and our Savior Jesus Christ, for Glory is Your due with Him and the Holy Spirit now and forever and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACONS:

Do not forget Your covenant, that You have established with our forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, your saints.

O Angel of this day, who is flying up on high with this hymn of praise, remember us before the Lord that He may forgive us our sins.

PRIEST:

A Prayer for Submission:

Listen O God to us, we unworthy sinners, and confirm the union of Your servants (name) and (name) his helpmate. Save them from all evil, and lengthen their lives in meekness, calmness, endurance and obedience, and keep them blameless and without affeuse. Enlighten their hearts and minds so that they may always do Your Will, for You are all Merciful; great is Your mercy to all who cry out to You, and we offer unto You glory, honor and worship with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the age of ages. Amen.

DEACONS:

May God bless us; we will bless His Holy Name at all times; His praise shall be continually in our mouth.

For blessed is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the Perfect Trinity. We worship and glorify Him.

The PRIEST recites this prayer over the Oil before anointing the couple. The CONGREGATION respond each time saying: Amen.

PRIEST:

O
Lord, God Almighty, the Father of our Lord, our God and our Savior Jesus Christ, Who anointed, out of the fruit of the rich olive tree, priests, kings, and prophets.

We pray and entreat You, O Good Lord, Philanthropic One, to bless this oil so that it becomes an oil to sanctify Your servants (name) and (name). Amen.

A weapon of righteousness and justice. Amen.

An anointment of purity and incorruption. Amen.

A light and unfading beauty. Amen.

A joy, adornment and true comfort. Amen.

For power, salvation and victory over all the deeds of the adversary. Amen.

For renewal and salvation to their souls, bodies and spirits. Amen.

For wealth with the fruit of good deeds. Amen.

PRIEST:

Glory and honor to Your Holy Name with Your Only Begotten Son and the Holy Spirit, the Life-giver, who is One-in-Essence with You now and forever and ever.  

Amen

The PRIEST anoints the bridegroom with the Oil, while the DEACON chant:

DEACONS:

May this oil destroy demons, this oil is against evil spirits. May this oil be of good spirits, this oil avail against the assaults of the unclean spirits. through Jesus Christ the king of glory.

For blessed is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the Perfect Trinity. We worship and glorify Him. 

While the Priest anoints the bride, the DEACON chant:

DEACONS:

You have anointed my head with oil, and Your cup inebriates me as if with pure wine; Your mercy will follow me all the days of my life.

For blessed is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, the Perfect Trinity. We worship and glorify Him.

PRIEST:

O God, Lord of hosts, Whose mercies are countless, Whose goodness is beyond comprehension, we ask You to accept our supplications. Guard Your servants (name) and (name) watch their union. Protect their bed in purity. Fortify them by Your pure angels, and send upon us from Your ever ready abode a multitude of Your compassions. Disperse our trangressions by Your goodness, and grant us to be in the mansions of Your saints in the Heavenly Kingdom, through Your Only Begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord, Who is glorified.

The PRIEST holds the crowns and prays over them. Each time, the CONGREGATION respond Amen.

PRIEST:

O Holy God, Who crowned the saints with unfading and reconciled and united heavenly and earthly things; O Master, bless now these crowns which we are going to set upon Your servants’ heads. Make these crowns for them:

Crowns of glory and honor. Amen.

Crowns of blessing and salvation. Amen.

Crowns of joy and gladness. Amen.

Crowns of jubilation and happiness. Amen.

Crowns of virtue and righteousness. Amen.

Crowns of wisdom and understanding. Amen.

Crowns of comfort and confirmation. Amen.



Grant Your servants, who shall wear them, the protection of the Angel of Safety and the bond of love. Guard them against all evil thoughts and desires; let Your mercy be upon them. Hear the voice of their prayer. Set Your fear in their hearts. Provide them with everything they need without delay all throughout their life. Give them joy through their sons, and daughters. Make their children be good and true useful members of Your one only, catholic, apostolic church firm in the orthodox faith forever. Guide their way in righteousness through the good will of Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit

DEACON:

Place the crowns O priest of Emmanuel, place the crowns O Shepherd of Israel, place the crowns in glory and joy, for (name) the bridegroom and (name) the bride.

Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison.

The PRIEST places the crowns and prays. Each time, the CONGREGATION respond Amen.

PRIEST:

O
Lord, set upon Your servants crowns of unvanquished grace. Amen.

Crowns of elevated1 and everlasting glory. Amen.

Crowns of unopposed and good faith, And bless all their deeds. Amen.



Because, You are the giver of all good things, O Christ our God. Glory be to You with Your Good Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

The PRIEST places the vestments on the bride and groom and makes the sign of the Cross over them:

PRIEST:

Crown them with glory and honor, O Father. Amen.

Bless them, O Only Begotten Son. Amen.

Sanctify them, O Holy Spirit. Amen.

DEACONS:

In the Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, the Perfect Trinity. Axios, Axios, Axios the bridegroom and your helpmate.

THEN THEY SAY THIS HYMN WITH THE ADAM TONE:

Unfading crowns, the Lord has set (placed), upon this bridegroom of Jesus Christ.

Shine, shine, O bridegroom and your true bride, who shares your happy state. Take (receive) the joy, and the gift of God, which Christ our God, has given to you.

Go in joy to your bride-chamber, which is adorned in divers (various) ways.

Then they pray, Our Father... and the three absolutions. Then the priest put the Holy Cross upon the head of the bridegroom, and says:

He who blessed our father Adam, and Noah, and Abraham, and Moses in the land of Madiam, blesses you, O bridegroom and your helper.

He who blessed Isaac the beloved, and Abel the first righteous man, and Solomon, and his father David, blesses you, O bridegroom and your helper.

He who blessed our father Jacob Israel, and Esau, and the righteous Job, blesses you O bridegroom and your helper.

Then shall the priest sign the bride and say:

He who blessed our father Adam and Eve, and Abraham and Sarah, and Isaac and Rebecca, blesses this union. He who blessed Jacob Israel and Leah and Rachel, and Anna the mother of Samuel, blesses this union. He who blessed Joseph and Aseneth, and Zacharias and Elizabeth, and Mary the mother-bride, and all the blessed women, blesses this union.

Then the deacons say this response:

The Cherubim worship Him, and the Seraphim glorify Him, proclaiming and saying: ‘Holy, Holy, Holy are You, O Lord, in the thousands, and glorified in the tens of thousands. You are an incense, O our Savior, for You did come and saved us. Have mercy upon us.

PRIEST:

May the peace of our Lord, our God, and our Savior Jesus Christ, which He has given to His pure disciples in the Upper Room of Zion, be with you both, may it always stay with you and dwell in your house. May the Lord grant you a long and prosperous life together, for this great joy that He has sanctioned for you. And may God protect you, my son, with his mighty arm and establish the Orthodox faith in you. Through His great power and benevolence may He bring allyour efforts to agood and successful end.

   
Know that God the Pantocrator, after creating every​thing, looked at His creation and saw that it was good. Then He said, Let us make man in Our Image, after Our Likeness.’ God, blessed be His Name, has no parallel or counterpart, but what He said meant that man has three attributes; reason, speech, and spirit. So, God created Adam and made him priest, prophet, and king. He said in the Torah, through Moses, after creating Adam: “It is good that Adam should be alone; I will make hir helpmate for him;” for God so loved and cared for h And the Lord God caused deep sleep to fail upon Ad] who slept; and He took one of his ribs and closed up flesh instead thereof. And He made the rib a woman called her Eve.


When Adam woke up and looked at the woman, he like her and he said: ‘This is now bone of my bones and fl of my flesh.”

 Woman was created from man’s rib so that she n belong to him and be submissive to him while he, too, n be gentle and kind to her and not neglect her. She may i deem herself above him, but should be obedient to hi They should both be in harmony through good reason] and love. Neither of them should make decision separately without consulting the other. In this way the offspring maybe blessed.

     God has sanctioned marriage in both the Old and New Testament. He further confirmed that in the His Gospel by saying: ‘Therefore shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall cleave unto his wife.” He also said in the Holy Gospel:

He also commanded that a man love his wife, even our Lord, Jesus Christ, loves His Church, for whom I has sacrificed Himself on the Cross.

Now since you have been present at this blessed time before the sanctuary of the Lord of Hosts and His Holy Altar and in the midst of this congregation, you have been joined together and united in the blessedness of matrimony. We remind both of you that our forefathers the believers in Christ were married, and joined in blessed matrimony following the rule of monogamy. They sought to marry for procreation and to fulfill the divine command. So you too, follow in the steps of our forefathers and submit yourselves to one another in love and purity.

DEACONS:

Take unto you, O bridegroom, your bride:

Jesus Christ Has given her to you:

And at the hand of the priest He has given her to you:

And blessed you both with His Holy Name.

Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison.

PRIEST:

My blessed son, may the grace of the Holy Spirit strengthen you Intake unto yourself your wife, in purity of heart and in sincerity. Do all that is good for her. Have compassion on her and always hasten to do that which will gladden her heart. Take care of her as her parents did in love and in humility, remembering that you have been crowned by this spiritual and heavenly marriage and con​firmed by the grace of God. Remember that if you fulfill the divine commandments which urge you to look after your wife, the Lord will bless you in all you do, because

His blessing is enjoyed by those who live in harmony; He will grant you blessed children and along peaceful life; He will bless you in this life and the thereafter.

DEACONS:

Listen O bride and lend your ear: forsake your people and your father’s home for your chastity has appealed to the bridegroom and he is your husband and to him you will submit.

Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison.

PRIEST:

And you, blessed daughter, and happy bride, you have heard what was commanded of your husband. So you must honor and respect him, do not disagree with him but increase your obedience to him over what was com​manded many times. For you are now alone with him and he is responsible for you instead of your parents. So you must receive him with joy and cheer. Do not frown in his presence. Do not ignore any of his rights upon you and fear God in all your deeds with him. Because God the Most High commanded you to submit to him and obey him as you obeyed your parents. So obey him as our mother Sarah, in love obeyed our father Abraham, and used to address him ‘my lord.” Thus God looked upon her obedience to him, blessed her, gave her Isaac in her old age, and made her offspring as the stars of heaven and the

sand on the seashore. So if you observe what we instructed you to do, and follow all commandments, the Lord will support you and provide for your livelihood. Blessings will descend upon your house, and He will grant you blessed children who will fill your heart with joy.

DEACONS:

A pure marriage and a revered crown: bless it, our God Emmanuel: as You blessed the wedding of Cans of Galilee: for (name) the bridegroom and (name) the bride.

Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Eleison.

PRIEST:

May God bless both of you as He blessed Noah and his wife when they came out of the ark to start anew life. May He bless you as He blessed Abraham with Sarah, and Isaac with Rebecca, and Jacob with Rachel.

May the Lord who began His divine miracles at the wedding of Cana of Galilee, bless you in your new life and bless your house and transform things that create division into means of blessing, and fill your hearts with spiritual love. May He continue His support of you and grant you along happy life with blessed children.

May He accept our prayers for this blessed ceremony, reward us and grant us the incorruptible in place of the corruptible, the heavenly for the earthly, and forgive us our sins and save us from the ways of the devil.

May He also bless all those who attended, with His Mighty Right, and grant them Heavenly joy free from trouble. Through the intercession of our Holy Mother, the blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of Salvation Who is preferred over all mankind, and the honored martyr Saint Mark the Evangelist and all the martyrs and holy saints. Amen.

CONGREGATION:

Our Father Who art in heavens....

The PRIEST then concludes with the blessings.

The PRIEST, holding the cross in his right hand, looks eastward and says, inaudibly:

(First absolution)

Yes, Lord, the Lord Who has given authority unto us to tread upon serpents and scorpions and upon all the power of the enemy, crush his heads beneath our feet speedily, and scatter before us his every design of wickedness that is against us. For You are King of us all, O Christ, our God, and to You we send up the glory, the honour, and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and to the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Bow your heads to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Before You, O Lord.

The PRIEST continues, inaudibly:

(Second absolution)

You, O Lord, who bowed the heavens, You descended and became man for the salvation of the race of men. You are He Who sits upon the Cherubim and the Seraphim, and beholds them who are lowly.

You also now, our Master, are He unto Whom we lift up the eyes of our hearts; the Lord Who forgives our iniquities and saves our souls from corruption. We wor​ship Your unutterable compassion, and we ask You to give us Your peace, for You have given all things unto us.

Acquire us unto Yourself, God our Saviour, for we know none other but You; Your holy name we do utter. Turn us, God, unto fear of You and desire of You. Be pleased that we abide in the enjoyment of Your good things; and those who have bowed their heads beneath Your hand, exalt them in their ways of life, and adorn them with virtues. And may we all be worthy of Your kingdom in the heavens, through the goodwill of God, Your good Father, with Whom You are blessed, with the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Let us attend with the fear of God.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

The PRIEST now looks westward, and, bowing his head, he says:

(The Absolution of the Son):

Master, Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son and Logos of God the Father, Who has broken every bond of our sins through His saving, life-giving sufferings; Who breathed into the face of His holy disciples and saintly apostles, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you will remit, they are remitted to them, and those which you will retain, they shall be retained.”

You also now, our Master, through Your holy apostles, have given grace to those who for a time laboured in the priesthood in Your holy church, to forgive sin upon the earth, and to bind and to loose every bond of iniquity.

Now, also, we ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, for Your servants, (here he signs the people once and twice) my fathers, and my brethren, (here

he signs himself) and my weakness; those who bow their heads before Your holy glory. Dispense unto us Your mercy, and loose every bond of our sins, and, if we have committed any sin against You, knowingly or unknowing​ly, or through anguish of heart, or in deed, or in word, or from faint-heartedness, do, O Master, Who knows the weakness of men, as a good and philanthropic One, O God, grant us the forgiveness of our sins; (he signs himself) bless us, (he signs the clergy) purify us; make us absolved, (he signs the congregation) and all Your people absolved. (Here he remembers those whom he wishes to remem​ber.) Fill us with Your fear, and straighten us unto Your holy, good will, for You are our God, and the glory, honour, the dominion, and the adoration are due to You, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver and is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

CONGREGATION:

Amen, Alleluia, glory be to the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

We cry out and say: O our Lord Jesus Christ bless the air of heaven, bless the waters of the rivers, bless the plants and the herbs, may Your mercy and Your peace be fortress to Your people.

Save us and have mercy upon us.

Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, Lord bless us, Amen. Bless me. Behold the penance.

PRIEST:

Christ our Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Amen. Let it be.

CONGREGATION:

Hail, Mary, the Queen, the True Vine, never aging, without plowing, in Whom was found the Cluster Of Life.

The Son of God was truly incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary. She gave birth to Him. He saved us and forgave us our sins.

You have found favor with God, O Immaculate Maiden; many spoke in your honor, for the LOGOS of the Father came down and was incarnated of you.

What woman on earth became the Mother of God except you? For you, an earthly woman; became the Mother of the Creator.

Many women received honors and won the Kingdom of God, but never reached your honor, O the best of all women. You are the high tower wherein they found the Jewel, Emmanuel, who came and resided in your belly.

Let us honor the Virginity of the bride who is without sin, the immaculate and all-holy Mother of God, Mary.

You were raised higher than the heaven, and you are more honored than the earth and all the creatures on it, for you became the Mother of the Creator. You are truly the pure chamber which belongs to Christ, the Bridegroom, according to the prophetic voices.

Intercede for us, O Mary, our Lady and Mother of Jesus Christ, our God, that He may forgive us our sins.

SECOND MARRIAGE

الزيجة الثانية للأرامل 
PRIEST:

Have mercy onus, O God, the Father, the Pantocrator. O Holy Trinity have mercy on us. O Lord of Powers be with us, for there is no help in our hardships and tribulations save You.

Then the PRIEST say the Thanksgiving Prayer (page 3), then he offer the incense.

CONGREGATION say the Lord’s Prayer and Psalm 50:

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Your loving kindness: according to the multitude of Your tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against You, You only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Your sight: that You might be justified when You speak, and be clear when You judge.

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. Behold, You desired truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part You shall make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me

to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which You had broken may rejoice. Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renews right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Your presence; and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation; and uphold me with Your free spirit. Then will I teach transgressors Your ways; and sinners shall be converted to You.

Deliver me from blood guiltiness, O God, the God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of Your righteousness.

O Lord, open my lips; and my mouth shall show forth Your praise. For Your desire not sacrifice; else would I give it: You delight not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. Do good in Your good pleasure unto Zion: build the walls of Jerusalem. Then You shall be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then they shall offer bullocks upon Your altar. Alleluia.

The Pauline Epistle Hebrew 13:1.6

البولس من العبرانيين (13: 1-6)
Let brotherly love continue. Be not forgetful to enter​tain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.

Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body. Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whore mongers and adulterers God will judge. Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as you have: for he has said, I will never leave you, nor forsake you.

So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

The grace of God the Father be with us all Amen.

Or they can say this Chapter: lCor. 7:7-9:

For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man has his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that. I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, it is good for them if they abide even as I. But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for its better to marry that to burn.

The grace of God the Father be with us all Amen.

To be followed by the Trisagion, the Prayer of the Gospel (page 41), and this Psalm:

Psalm 127:3

مز (127: 3)
Your wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of your house:

Your children like olive plants round about your table. Alleluia.

The Gospel from John 3:27-29:

الانجيل يوحنا (3: 27 – 29)
John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven. You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before Him. He that has the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which stand and hear him, rejoice greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.

Glory be to God forever.

The Gospel Response:

This is your joy and your happiness, have been consummated, O John the Baptist, kinsman of Emmanuel.

To be followed by the three litanies, the creed, and this prayer:

O Lord God, our Master, the Pantocrator, Father of our God and Savior Jesus Christ, Who created man from earth and gave him a helpmate, You created her out of him to become his wife, partner, and assistant, to bear sons and daughters so that human kind may grow. And Paul, also, the apostle of Your Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, commands those who have not married and the widows, saying, that: Isis heifer for them to be as such, but if they cannot endure abstinence it would be better for them to get married.

Therefore, we ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, on behalf of Your servants (name & name), who have come together at this hour requesting Your ace, to bless them now, O our King and Redeemer, with Your freedom and forgiveness, to shield them with Your Right Hand, to save them from all envy, to guard them and keep them in oneness of heart, and to grant them many years of happiness, joy, and tranquil times in peace, love, and justice. Bless them as You blessed Jacob with Leah and Rachel, and as Elkana with Anna. Keep them from all evil.

As for the men and women who are here with us, bless them and bless their homes. Purify me from all alien defilements, and absolve me from my personal sins, because You are all merciful to all who seek You. And unto You we send up glory, honor, and worship, together with our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Life-giving Holy Spirit, now and at all times and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

To be followed by the Lord’s prayer, the three absolutions, the benediction. Then the PRIEST anoint the bride and the groom with oil. Then He prays, saying:

Glory be to God, being before the ages, the Eternal, the Powerful and Everlasting, who created the world through His Omnipotence, Who brought it out of naught into existence through the abundance of His wisdom, Who bestowed His mercy upon His creation, Who spread everywhere in it the vastness of His generosity and the abundance of His mercy, Who permitted what is legitimate and eased its attainment, Who prohibited what is unlawful withal! its motives, Who drew together distant line ages, and Who harmonized unique forms and strange tongues. All this shows the blessing of His favors, so much so that the created minds are astounded and confused by the greatness of His deeds. May His Name be blessed and His mention be sanctified, for unto Him is the praise and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

When the Almighty God -may He be exalted - created His creatures and saw that His acts were extremely good, He said: “Let us create man in Our Image and Likeness.” However, though the Almighty God has no one like Him and no one resembling Him, He meant by His words that

man is in possession of three faculties, i.e. mind, speech, and soul Thus He created Adam and distinguished him from all His creation by his mind and his understanding. He gave him authority over all creations. He made him priest, king, and prophet, promised him life and immor​tality if he obeyed Him, and threatened him with death and severe punishment if he intentionally opposed and disobeyed Him. 

When He saw that he was unique and alone with nothing in all His creation so resembling his humanity as to keep him company and to respond to him, He felt compassion for him and said: “It is not good for Adam, whom We care for and love, to be left alone. Let us create someone to help him, keep him company, and support him.” He then put him to sleep, took one of his ribs, created Eve from it, and filled the place of therib with flesh. When Adam awoke from his sleep and saw her, he conceived what had happened and said: ‘This is a bone from by bones and flesh of my flesh. This is called a woman, for she has been taken from a man.” Then he called her ‘Eve’, for she would be the mother of every living being. He liked her company and loved her. God blessed her and said to the two of them: “Grow, multiply, inhabit the earth, have authority over it, and be in control of the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the animals on earth, and everything that moves on it.” The woman was taken from the rib of man so that she might be in his possession and obedient to him, and that he might be kind to her, concerned about her welfare, and as merciful towards her as he was towards himself. A man is to leave his father and mother and be with his wife. The two of them are to be one body and one heart and be in accord,

And now, here you have come, the two of you, at this blessed hour, in the name of the Lord God, seeking to be spiritually married. As for you, beloved son, you must receive your wife with asound heart. Each of you must live with the other partner fearing and obeying God, and engaging in the relationship with good conduct and demeanor. You are to be of one heart and soul, for as of this moment you are no longer two but one flesh, in keeping with what Jesus Christ our Lord has said in His Holy Bible. After this Christian commitment, you can no longer leave each other or separate, for what God has joined together let no man put asunder (separate).

As for you, blessed daughter, you are to submit to and obey your husband knowing that he alone is to lead you and that he is responsible for you after your parents. Mind the words of the Apostle Paul who said: “Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.” Honor and respect him as Sarah used to honor our Father Abraham and used to address him, her master.

And you, blessed son, you should hasten to satisfy her and work toward her welfare. Fulfil the saying of the Apostle Paul: “And you men, love your women as you do your bodies.” You have also to honor and respect her and to speak to her kindly, for our father Peter recommends it saying: “Honor the women that are with you, for they are weak and they are your partners in the gift of life.” In this way the word of the prophet David will apply to you:

“Blessed is the manwho fears God, for hiswifewill be like a fruitful vine blossoming inhis abode, his childrenwillbe like olive branches around his table, and God will bless him and make him see munificence’all his life.”

1.
Webster Dictionary, Third New tnt’l, P. 14S7.

Know then that if you do what you have been advised with, and if you keep your marriage pure and in fear of God, God wilt prolong your life, will increase your earnings, will give you blessed children who will make you happy and content, and will protect you from all that is evil.

May the God of Peace grant you His Grace, and bless you as He did Noah and his wife and populate the world with their descendants, and as He blessed Abraham with Sarah, Isaac with Rebecca, and Jacob with Leah and Rachel. May His blessing at the wedding at Cana of Galilee be upon you and upon your home, may it protect you from evil, cast the devil from among you, guard you, and forgive your sins through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of the Savior of the world, and of all the apostles, martyrs, and saints. Amen.

