BLESSING OF HOMES

صلاة تبريك المنازل 
A clean container is brought and filled with fresh water.

PRIEST:

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God. Amen.

Have mercy on us, O God, the Father, the Pantocrator. O Holy Trinity have mercy on us. O Lord of Powers be with us, for there is no help in our hardships and tribulations save You.

The Lord’s Prayer:

Our Father, Who art in heavens, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day the morrow a bread; and forgive us our trespasses; as we forgive those who trespasses against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one; through Christ Jesus our Lord; for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

صلاة الشكر
PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

PRIEST:

Let us give thanks to the beneficent and merciful

God, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour,

Jesus Christ, for He has covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to Him, spared us, supported us, and has brought us to this hour.

Let us also ask Him, the Lord our God, the

Pantocrator, to guard us in all peace this holy day and all the days of our life.

DEACON:

Pray.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, we thank You for ever condition, concerning every condition, and in every condition. For You have covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to You , spared us, supported us, and have brought us to this hour.

DEACON:

Pray that God have mercy and compassion upon us, hear us, help us and accept the supplications and prayers of His saints for that which is good on our behalf at all times, for the remission of our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRIEST:

Therefore we ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic’ One, grant us to complete this holy day, and all the days of our life, in all peace with Your fear.

All envy, all temptation, all the work of Satan, the counsel of wicked men and the rising up of enemies, hidden and manifest, take them away from us, and from all Your people. and from this holy place that is Yours.

But those things which are good and profitable do provide for us, for it is You Who have given us the authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and upon all the power of the enemy.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, by the grace, compassion, and philanthropy2 of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honour, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him and the

Holy Spirit, the Life -Giver Who is of one essence with You, now and at all times and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

Psalm 5O:  المزمور 5O

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Your loving kindness: according to the multitude of Your tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against You, You only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Your sight: that You might be justified when You speak, and be clear when You judge.

Behold, I was conceived in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. Behold, You desired truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part You shall make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which You had broken may rejoice. Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Your presence; and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation; and uphold me with Your free spirit. Then will I teach transgressors Your ways; and sinners shall be converted to You.

Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, You God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of Your righteousness.

O Lord, open my lips; and my mouth shall show forth Your praise. For You desire not sacrifice; else would I give it: You delight not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit:

a broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. Do good in Your good pleasure unto Zion: build the walls of Jerusalem. Then You shall be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then they shall offer bullocks upon Your altar. Alleluia.

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

THE PRAYER FOR THE SICK

أوشية المرضي 
PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the sick of Your people.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and our brethren who are sick with any sickness, whether in this place or in any place, that Christ our God may grant us, with them, health and healing, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

You have visited them with mercies and compassion, heal them. Take away from them and from us all sickness and all maladies; the spirit of sicknesses chase away.

Those who have long lain in sickness raise up and comfort. All them that are afflicted by unclean spirits, set them all free.

Those who are in prisons or dungeons, and those who are in exile or captivity, or those who are held in bitter bondage, O Lord, set them all free and have mercy upon them.

For You are He Who looses the bound and uplifts the fallen; the hope of those who are hopeless and the help of those who have no helper; the comfort of the fainthearted; the harbor of those in the storm.

All souls that are distressed or bound, give them mercy, O Lord; give them rest, give them coolness, give them grace, give them help, give them salvation, give them the forgiveness of their sins and their iniquities.

As for us also, O Lord, the maladies of our souls heal, and those of our bodies too, do cure. O You, the true Physician of our souls and our bodies, the Bishop of all flesh, visit us with Your salvation.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy, of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him, and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

Intercession For The Catechumens

أوشية الموعظين 
PRIEST:

O
Master, Lord, God Pantocrator, Father of our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ, we ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, for the catechumens of Your people that have been instructed, have mercy upon them.

DEACON:

Pray for the catechumens of our people so that Christ our Lord may make them worthy of the Holy baptism and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O, Lord, confirm their faith in You. Uproot all traces of idolatry from their hearts. Establish in their hearts Your law, Your fear, Your commandments, Your truth, and Your Holy precepts. Grant that they know the permanence of the preaching they have received. In due course, let them be worthy of the baptism of the new birth for the remission of their sins. Prepare them to be a sanctuary for Your Holy Spirit through the grace and mercy of Your Only-Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, to Whom is due all glory, honor, and power, together with You and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, who is One in Essence with You, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

Then the PRIEST recites this prayer:

O Lord the All Holy and Revered God, Who is glorified in His works, Whose power is beyond understanding, and Whose wisdom is immeasurable, Who created heavens by His command, and established the earth upon the waters, Who raised the mountains to their measure and the hills in their proportion.

We ask You, O Lord to hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O Lord, Who gave boundary to the sea and established islands on the abundant waters, Who touched the mountains and they smoked. We ask You, our Master, to bless this place that Your servant (...) has chosen for his dwelling and hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O You Who are clothed with light for a garment, and Who extended the heavens as a tent, and established the waters above the firmament.

We ask You, O Lord to hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O Lord Who established the earth and created the water and made it flow upon the face of the earth, and separated it from the land by Your Great Power; we ask You, our Master, bless this house that Your servant (...) has chosen for his dwelling, and hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O Lord God of Powers, the Healer of every sickness and every infirmity look from heaven on high and answer our prayers, bestow Your blessing upon Your servant (...) and upon this place that he has chosen for his dwelling. Keep him away from all the works of the devils, and cast away from him all the unclean spirits.

We ask You, O Lord to hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O Lord, Who are seated upon the throne of the Cherubim, examining the depths of the hearts; Who is feared by the angels, the archangels, the principalities, the dominions, the thrones and all powers; Who the heavens, the earth, the sea and everything therein also fear: Bless, O Lord, Your servant (...) and grant that he successfully complete all his activities with Your grace and favor. Guide his way according to Your Will, and conclude his days in righteousness and piety. Through the intercession of the Virgin Mother of God, the martyrs and the holy saints. We ask You, O Lord to hear us and have mercy on us.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

Then the following to be sung:

God is light

And dwells in light; 

Angels of light 

Praise Him.

The light rose 

Through Mary; 

Elizabeth bore 

The forerunner.

The Holy Spirit 

Inspired David, 

Arise, sing, 

For the light has risen.

David  

The holy Psalmist rose  

He took 

His spiritual lyre.

He went into the church  

The house of the angels; 

He praised, he hymned 

The Holy Trinity.

For in Your light 

O Lord we shall see light; 

May Your mercy come

To them that know You.

The true light 

That lights up 

Every man 

That comes into the world,

You did come into the world 

Through Your love of man.

All creation 

Rejoiced at Your coming.

You did save Adam 

From deception.

You did deliver Eve 

From the pains of death.

You have given unto us 

the spirit of son ship: 

We bless You 

With Your angels.

Blessed are You in truth, O Jesus our Lord, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, for You came and saved us.

PRIEST says this prayers making sign of the cross:

For the heavenly peace, let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For this house and its sanctification, let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For the head of our priests, the Pope abba (...) and his brethren, our Metropolitans, our Bishops and all clerical ranks, let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For the sake of this city, let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For the healing of the sick and for those Who are suffering form unclean spirits and the spirit of sickness, let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For the travellers by sea, land or the many paths, let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For the moderation of the winds, the blessing of the waters and the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For the visitation of the whole world by the mercies of our Good Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For the repose of the souls of all our fathers and brethren who have gone to their rest in the Orthodox faith, let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For our kings and presidents, who love Christ, let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For our sacrifices and those who are offering them as well as those by whom and for whom they are being offered, and also those who wished to offer sacrifices but could not afford, let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For the sanctification of this water by the power, the action and the descending of the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

That the grace of purification descend on it through the power of the Holy Trinity, let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

That this water become a healer for minds, bodies, and souls, and an expeller of all adversary forces. Let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For those who need help and strength from God, let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For our continued steadfastness in the Orthodox faith, let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

That we remain protected by the exalted Hand that is Yours O God. Through the intercession of our Lady, the pride of mankind, the immaculate Mother of God, and the intercession of all the hosts of martyrs and saints, let us pray to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

DEACON:

This is the censer of pure gold, holding sweet aroma, in the hands of Aaron the priest, offering up incense upon the altar.

PSALTERS:

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

The Pauline Epistle from Romans (8:14-21)

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For you have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but you have received the spirit of adoption, where by we cry,

Abba, Father. The Spirit itself bear s witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God. And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ, if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creature waiting for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who has subjected the same in hope; because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

The Grace of God the Father be with us all. Amen.

To be followed by the Trisagion, the Litany of the Gospel.

THE TRISAGION

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who rose from the dead and ascended into the heavens, have mercy on us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now, and always, and unto the age of all ages. Amen. O Holy Trinity, have mercy on us.

PRIEST:

Pray

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

THE PRAYER FOR THE GOSPEL

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said to His saintly, honored disciples and holy apostles, “Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things which you hear and have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear.” May we be worthy to hear and to act according to Your holy gospels through the prayers of Your saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the holy gospel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Remember also, O our Master, all those who have bidden us to remember them in our supplications and prayers which we offer up unto You, O Lord our God.

Those who have already fallen asleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all.

And to You we send up the glory, and the honor and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You. Now and at all times and unto the age of all ages Amen.

DEACON:

A psalm of David, the prophet and king, may his blessings be with us all. Amen.

Psalm 1O2:1,2:

Hear my prayer, O Lord: and let my cry come unto You. In the day that I call, answer me speedily. Alleluia.

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the holy gospel.

PRIEST:

Blessed be He who comes in the name of the

Lord.

READER:

Bless, O Lord, the reading of the holy gospel, according to St. Luke, the Evangelist and the saintly disciple let his blessings be with us all.

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, O Lord.

READER:

Our Lord, God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus

Christ, Son of the Living God, to Whom is glory forever.

Luke (19:1-1O)

And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho, and, behold, there was a man name Zacchaeus, who was the chief among the publicans, and was rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, and could not because of the crowd for he was little of stature. And he ran ahead, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him: for He was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down: for today I must stay at your house. And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all murmured saying, “He was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner.”

And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord:

“Behold, Lord, half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken anything from any man by false accusation, I restore fourfold.” And Jesus said unto him, “This day is salvation come to this house, for he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

Glory Be to God forever and ever.

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

PRAYER FOR PEACE

PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the peace of Your one, only, holy, catholic and apostolic church.

DEACON:

Pray for the peace of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Orthodox church of God.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

That which exists from one end of the world to the other.

PRAYER FOR THE FATHERS

PRIEST:

Remember, O Lord, our patriarch, the honoured father, the high priest, Abba .

DEACON:

Pray for our high priest, Papa Abba ... pope, patriarch and archbishop of the great city of Alexandria, and for our Orthodox bishops.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

In keeping, keep him unto us for many years and peaceful times.

PRAYER FOR THE CONGREGATIONS

PRIEST:

Remember, O Lord, our congregations. Bless them.

DEACON:

Pray for this holy church (monastery) and for our congregations.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRIEST:

Grant that they may be unto us without obstacle or hindrance, that we may hold them according to Your holy and blessed will. Houses of prayer, houses of purity, houses of blessing, grant them unto us, O Lord, and Your servants who shall come after us forever.

Arise, O Lord God, let all Your enemies be scattered, and let all that hate Your holy name flee before Your face.

But let Your people be in blessing thousands of thousands and ten thousand times ten thousands doing Your will.

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honour, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver Who is of one essence with You, now and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

In the wisdom of God, let us attend. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. In truth...

THE ORTHODOX CREED

We believe in one God, God the Father, the Pantocrator, Who created heaven and earth, and all things seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all ages; Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten not created, of one essence with the Father, by Whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary, and became Man. And He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose from the dead, according to the scriptures, ascended into the heavens; He sits at the right hand of His Father, and He is coming again in His glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom shall have no end.

Yes, we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Life-Giver, Who proceeds from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. And in one holy, catholic and apostolic church. We confess one baptism for the remission of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the coming age. Amen.

The PRIEST say the following prayer:

O our God, You are Great in Your thoughts and wonderful in Your works, the Maker of all Creation; seen and unseen. You keep Your covenant, and bestow Your mercies on those who love You with all their hearts, and who observe Your covenant and commandments. You respond to the tearful eyes and have sympathy for those who are in tribulations. For this You came down and took the form of a servant, giving healing to the body. O Lord, You said to the palsied: “La you have become whole, do not sin again;” O Lord, You made clay with which You anointed the eyes of the blind man and ordered him to wash and gave him back his eyesight with Your Word. O Lord, You have, shaken the rocks of adversary pain, silenced the waves of the tumultuous sea of this world, and calmed down the waves of worldly desires. O King and Philanthropic One, Who have granted that we be clothed in pure white vestments of water and Spirit, send down Your purifying Grace through our drinking of this water and sprinkling it on ourselves, our houses, our household effects, and our properties. Yes, O Good Lord, we beseech You: visit us when we are sick, heal the infirmities of our minds and bodies, through the intercession of the Immaculate Mother of God, the Virgin Mary, and by the Power of Your honorable Cross, and through the intercessions of the heavenly hosts and all the martyrs and saints and all the cross bearers as we all pray to You: Our Father Who art in heaven...

CONGREGATION:

Our Father, Who art in heavens, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day the morrow’s bread; and forgive us our trespasses; as we forgive those who trespass against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one; through Christ Jesus our Lord; for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

THE ABSOLUTIONS

The PRIEST, holding the cross in his right hand, looks eastward and says, inaudibly:

(First absolution)

Yes, Lord, the Lord Who has given authority unto us to tread upon serpents and scorpions and upon all the power of the enemy, crush his heads beneath our feet speedily, and scatter before us his every design of wickedness that is against us. For You are King of us all, O Christ, our God, and to You we send up the glory, the honor, and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and to the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Bow your heads to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Before You, O Lord.

The PRIEST continues, inaudibly:

(Second absolution)

You, O Lord, who bowed the heavens, You descended and became man for the salvation of the race of men. You are He Who sits upon the Cherubim and the Seraphim, and beholds them who are lowly.

You also now, our Master, are He unto Whom we lift up the eyes of our hearts; the Lord Who forgives our iniquities and saves our souls from corruption. We worship Your unutterable compassion, and we ask You to give us Your peace, for You have given all things unto us.

Acquire us unto Yourself, God our Savior, for we know none other but You; Your holy name we do utter. Turn us, God, unto fear of You and desire of You. Be pleased that we abide in the enjoyment of Your good things; and those who have bowed their heads beneath Your hand, exalt them in their ways of life, and adorn them with virtues. And may we all be worthy of Your kingdom in the heavens, through the goodwill of God, Your good Father, with Whom You are blessed, with the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Let us attend with the fear of God.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

The PRIEST now looks westward, and, bowing his head, he says:

(The Absolution of the Son).

Master, Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son and Logos of God the Father, Who has broken every bond of our sins through His saving, life-giving sufferings; Who breathed into the face of His holy disciples and saintly apostles, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you will remit, they arc remitted to them, and those which you will retain, they shall be retained.”

You also now, our Master, through Your holy apostles, have given grace to those who for a time labored in the priesthood in Your holy church, to forgive sin upon the earth, and to bind and to loose every bond of iniquity.

Now, also, we ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, for Your servants, (here he signs the people once and twice) my fathers, and my brethren, (here he signs himself) and my weakness; those who bow their heads before Your holy glory. Dispense unto us Your mercy, and loose every bond of our sins, and, if we have committed any sin against You, knowingly or unknowingly, or through anguish of heart, or in deed, or in word, or from faint-heartedness, do, O Master, Who knows the weakness of men, as a good and Philanthropic One, O God, grant us the forgiveness of our sins; (he signs himself) bless us, (he signs the clergy) purify us; make us absolved, (he signs the congregation) and all Your people absolved. (Here he remembers those whom he wishes to remember.) Fill us with Your fear, and straighten us unto Your holy, good will, for You are our God, and the glory, honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due to You, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You now and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

Then the PRIEST say this prayer:

O God, our Lord and Savior, Who were pleased to enter Zacchaeus’ house and granted salvation unto him and all his household. Now, Lord, protect Your servants Who live in this house from every evil and keep them upright, through the prayers they and we the unworthy are sending up to You. Bless their dwelling in this house, and guard their lives against temptation. For Yours is due all glory, honor, and worship, the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and unto the age of ages. Amen.

Then the PRIEST sprinkles the water all over the house, while giving the concluding blessing:

May God have compassion upon us, bless us, manifest His face upon us and have mercy upon us. Lord save Your people, bless Your inheritance, pasture them and raise them up forever. Exalt the horn of the christians through the power of the life-giving cross, through the supplications and prayers which our lady, the lady of us all, the holy Theotokos, saint Mary, makes for us, and those of the three great holy luminaries, Michael, Gabriel and Raphael; the four Incorporeal Creatures, the twenty four priests, all the heavenly ranks; saint John the Baptist, the hundred and forty four thousand, our lords the fathers the apostles, the three holy youths, saint Stephen; the beholder-of-God St. Mark the evangelist, the holy apostle and martyr; saint George, saint Theodore, Philopater Mercurius, saint abba Mina, and the whole choir of the martyrs; our righteous father, the great abba Antony, the righteous abba Paul, the three holy abba Macarii, our father abba John, our father abba Pishoi, our father abba Paul of Tammoh, our Roman fathers Maximus and Domitius, our father abba Moses, the forty nine martyrs and the whole choir of the cross-bearers; the just, the righteous, all the wise virgins, the angel of this blessed day (then mention is made of the patron saint of the church and the saint of the day if not mentioned before), and the blessing of the holy Theotokos first and last (if it is a Sunday: ‘and the blessing of the Lord’s day of our Savior’. May their holy blessing, their grace, their might, their favor, their love and their help be with us all forever. Amen.

O Christ our God, King of peace, grant us Your peace, establish for us Your peace, and forgive us our sins. For Yours is the power, the glory, the blessing and the might, forever. Amen.

PR1EST:

Christ our Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Amen. So be it.

PRIEST:

Go in peace. The Lord be with you all. Amen.

UNCTION

FIRST PRAYER

The sick person should first commit his sins to the priest believing in God’s mercy.

The PRIEST puts seven candles in the middle, and he lights one candle at the start of each prayer.

PRIEST:

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy

Spirit, one God. Amen.

Have mercy on us, O God, the Father, the

Pantocrator. O Holy Trinity have mercy on us. O

Lord of Powers be with us, for there is no help in our hardships and tribulations save You.

Our Father, Who art in heavens, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day the morrow’s bread; and forgive us our trespasses; as we forgive those who trespass against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one; through Christ Jesus our Lord; for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

We Worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

PRIEST:

Let us give thanks to the beneficent and merciful

God, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour

Jesus Christ, for He has covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to Him, spared us, supported us, and has brought us to this hour. Let us also ask Him, the Lord our God, the Pantocrator, to guard us in all peace this holy day and all the days of our life.

DEACON:

Pray.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord, God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, we thank You for ever condition, concerning every condition, and in every condition. For You have covered us, helped us, guarded us, accepted us to You , spared us, supported us, and have brought us to this hour.

DEACON:

Pray that God have mercy and compassion upon us, hear us, help us and accept the supplications and prayers of His saints for that which is good on our behalf at all times, for the remission of our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRIEST:

Therefore we ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic3 One, grant us to complete this holy day, and all the days of our life, in all peace with Your fear.

All envy, all temptation, all the work of Satan, the counsel of wicked men and the rising up of enemies, hidden and manifest, take them away from us, and from all Your people, and from this holy place that is Yours. And from that sick person.

But those things which are good and profitable do provide for us, for it is You Who have given us the authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and upon all the power of the enemy.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, by the grace, compassion, and philanthropy4 of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honour, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver Who is of one essence with You, noav and at all times and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

Psalm 5O:

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to Your loving kindness: according to the multitude of Your tender mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. Against You, You only, have I sinned, and done this evil in Your sight: that You might be justified when You speak, and be clear when You judge. Behold, I was conceived in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. Behold, You desired truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part You shall make me to know wisdom. Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which You had broken may rejoice. Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Your presence; and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of  Your salvation; and uphold me with Your free spirit. Then will I teach transgressors Your ways; and sinners shall be converted to You. Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, You God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of Your righteousness.

O Lord, open my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth Your praise. For You desire not sacrifice; else would I give it: You delight not in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. Do good in Your good pleasure unto Zion: build the walls of Jerusalem. Then You shall be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then they shall offer bullocks upon Your altar. Alleluia.

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

THE PRAYER FOR THE SICK

PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the sick of Your people.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and our brethren who are sick with any sickness, whether in this place or in any place, that Christ our God may grant us, with them, health and healing, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

You have visited them with mercies and compassion, heal them. Take away from them and from us all sickness and all maladies; the spirit of sicknesses chase away.

Those who have long lain in sickness raise up and comfort. All them that are afflicted by unclean spirits, set them all free.

Those who are in prisons or dungeons, and those who are in exile or captivity, or those who are held in bitter bondage, O Lord, set them all free and have mercy upon them.

For You are He Who looses the bound and uplifts the fallen; the hope of those who are hopeless and the help of those who have no helper; the comfort of the fainthearted; the harbor of those in the storm.

All souls that are distressed or bound, give them mercy, O Lord; give them rest, give them coolness, give them grace, give them help, give them salvation, give them the forgiveness of their sins and their iniquities.

As for us also, O Lord, the maladies of our souls heal, and those of our bodies too, do cure. O You, the true Physician of our souls and our bodies, the Bishop of all flesh, visit us with Your salvation.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy, of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him, and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

PRIEST:

You did give grace, O Merciful One, into the hands of Your pure apostles, O Philanthropic One, that they might heal by Your holy anointing all scourges and all diseases of all that come to You and to Your gifts, in faith. Now, therefore, clean us with Your right hand from all sickness, and out of Your goodness make us worthy of Your unending joy. And sign those who come to You in faith, that there may be to them deliverance and recovery from disease, spiritual and bodily, after Your priests have anointed them, as You did command by the mouth of James, Your disciple. You, O Lord, from the beginning, did declare by the branch of olive that the flood has passed; so by Your holy anointing and by Your name, O merciful and pitiful One, heal Your servant (...) who believes in Your name. Through the intercession of the Virgin mother of salvation.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O, You, Who did bid the sick to summon the elders of the church, the ministers of Your Godhead, and that they should anoint them with holy oil, that they should be healed, save, O good One, Your servant (...) by this holy anointing. Through the intercession of the Virgin mother of salvation.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Heal, O Lord, our souls and bodies with Your Divinely anointment and Your hands, for You are our God. Through the intercession of the Virgin mother of salvation.

PRIEST:

O Savior and Philanthropic One, You did give grace to prophets and kings and high-priests. So grant, by this divine oil, healing to them that are anointed therefrom. And protect them from all assaults of the devil, and look upon them with the countenance of Your mercy. and bless them with the eye of Your goodness, and stretch out the hand of Your power; and grant Your servant (...), and those who are present with him, healing of soul and body. Through the intercession of the Virgin mother of salvation.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O Physician of the sick, and Forgiver of sins, Who delivers from distress all those that come to You, O safe harbor, from the tossing of wave-sand their turmoil; show mercy upon them that are oppressed by diseases, and preserve them from evil death. And fulfill the prayer of Your priests for Your servant (...); and send upon him from on high the rain of Your mercy, and wash away his impurities, and sprinkle the oil and wine of Your healing upon his wounds, that we may praise You, O only excellent, saying: Bless the Lord all You work of the Lord. Through the intercession of the Virgin mother of salvation; whom we praise, saying: Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

God is light

And dwells in light;

Angels of light

Praise Him.

The light rose

Through Mary;

Elizabeth bore

The forerunner.

The Holy Spirit

Inspired David,

Arise, sing,

For the light has risen.

David

The holy Psalmist rose

He took

His spiritual lyre.

He went into the church

The house of the angels;

He praised, he hymned

The Holy Trinity.

For in Your light

O
Lord we shall see light;

May Your mercy come

To them that know You.

The true light

That light up

Every man

That comes into the world,

You did come into the world

Through Your love of man.

All creation

Rejoiced at Your coming.

You did save Adam

From deception.

You did deliver Eve

From the pains of death.

You have given unto us

the spirit of sonship:

We bless You

With Your angels.

Blessed are You in truth

O Jesus our Lord, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, for You came and saved us.

PRIEST:

For peace which is above, let us beseech the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For the sanctification of this oil, let us beseech the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For the sanctification of this house and the inhabitants thereof, let us beseech the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For the blessing of our fathers and Christian brethren, let us beseech the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For the blessing of this oil and its sanctification, let us beseech the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

For Your servant (...), let us beseech the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

O
Lord, the merciful and compassionate, show forth Your mercy upon everyone, and manifest Your power in the deliverance of them that come in faith to the anointing of Your priests, and heal them by Your grace. And all those that fall into pain, deliver them from the arrows of the enemy, and from affliction of mind and suffering of body, and all other hateful things ,hidden and open. Through the intercession of the Mother of God, and the supplications of the angels, and the blood of martyrs, and the prayers of the saints and high-priests, and the army of martyrs, and all the Christian people, we beseech You, O Lord, for Your servant (...) that You bestow upon him the grace of Your Holy Spirit, and clean him from all his sins, and forgive him all his transgressions, and deliver him and save him from all adversity; and deliver us all from evil. Amen.

Then the PRIEST say this prayer on oil inaudibly:

o
Lord, the merciful, the healer of affliction of our souls and our bodies; sanctify this oil, that it may become a means of healing to all those who are anointed therewith from the pollutions of the soul and the sufferings of the body, that in this also Your Name may be glorified. And we send to Your glory, honor, and worship, now and always and forever and ever. Amen.

CONGREGATION:

For blessed are You in truth with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, for You came and saved us.

DEACON:

The Catholic Epistle of James (5:1O-2O):

An example of suffering hardships and in patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. Those who have endured we call blessed. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and have seen what the Lord, who is compassionate and merciful, did in the end.

Above all else, my brothers, you must not swear an oath, any oath at all, either “by heaven” or “by earth.” Rather, let it be “yes” if you mean yes and “no” if you mean no. In this way you will not incur condemnation. If anyone among you is suffering a hardship, he must pray. If a person is in good spirit, he should sing a hymn of praise. Is there anyone sick among you? He should ask for the elders of the church. They in turn are to pray over him, anointing him with oil in the Name of the Lord. This prayer uttered in faith will save the one who is ill, and the Lord will restore him to health. If he has committed any sins, forgiveness will be his. Hence, declare your sins to one another, and pray for one another, that you may find healing. The fervent petition of a holy man is powerful indeed. Elijah was a man like us, yet he prayed earnestly that it would not rain and no rain fell on the land for three years and six months. When he prayed again, the sky burst forth with rain and the land produced its crop.

My brothers, the case may arise among you of someone straying from the truth, and of another bringing him back. Remember this: the person who brings a sinner back from his way will save his soul from death and cancel a multitude of sins.

(Love not the world...)

To be followed by the Trisagion and the Prayer for the Gospel:

CONGREGATION:

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy upon us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who rose from the dead and ascended into the heavens have mercy upon us.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now, and always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. O Holy Trinity, have mercy upon us.

PRIEST:

Pray

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

THE PRAYER FOR THE GOSPEL

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said to His saintly, honored disciples and holy apostles, “Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things which you hear and have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear.” May we be worthy to hear and to act according to Your holy gospels through the prayers of Your saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the holy gospel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Remember also, O our Master, all those who have bidden us to remember them in our supplications and prayers which we offer up unto You, O Lord our God.

Those who have already fallen asleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all.

And to You we send up the glory, and the honor and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You. Now and at all times and unto the age of all ages Amen.

DEACON:

A psalm of David, the prophet and king, may his blessings be with us all. Amen.

Psalm (6:1,2)

O
Lord, rebuke me not in Your indignation:

neither chasten me in Your displeasure. Have mercy upon me. O Lord, for I am weak. O Lord, heal me for my bones are vexed. Alleluia.

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the holy gospel.

PRIEST:

Blessed be He who comes in the name of the Lord.

READER:

Bless, O Lord, the reading of the Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the Evangelist and the saintly disciple let his blessings be with us all.

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, O Lord.

READER:

Our Lord, God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, to Whom is glory forever.

The Bible from John (5:1-17)

After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great multitude of sick people, blind, lame, paralyzed, waiting for the moving of the water. For an angel went down at a certain season into the pool, and stirred up the water; whosoever then after stirring of the water stepped in first was made whole of whatsoever disease he had. And a certain man was there, who had an infirmity thirty eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been a long time in this condition, he said to him, will you be made whole? The sick man answered Him, Sir, I have no man, when the water is stirred, to put me into the pool; but while I am coming, another steps down before me.

Jesus said to him, Rise, take up your bed, and walk. And immediately the man was made whole, took up his bed, and walked. And that day was a sabbath. The Jews therefore said to him that was cured, It is the sabbath: it is not lawful for you to carry your bed. He answered them, He that made me whole said to me, Take up your bed, and walk. Then they asked him, What man is that who said to you, Take up your bed and walk? And he that was healed did not know who it was: for Jesus had with drawn, a multitude being in that place. Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, Behold you are made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come to you. The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him whole. And therefore the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to slay him, because he had done these things on the sabbath day. But Jesus answered them, My Father works hitherto, and I work.

Glory Be to God forever and ever.

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

PRAYER FOR PEACE

PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the peace of Your one, only, holy, catholic and apostolic church.

DEACON:

Pray for the peace of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Orthodox church of God.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

That which exists from one end of the world to the other.

PRAYER FOR THE FATHERS

PRIEST:

Remember, O Lord, our patriarch, the honoured father, the high priest, Abba .

DEACON:

Pray for our high priest, Papa Abba ... pope, patriarch and archbishop of the great city of Alexandria, and for our Orthodox bishops.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

In keeping, keep him unto us for many years and peaceful times.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRAYER FOR THE CONGREGATIONS

PRIEST:

Remember, O Lord, our congregations. Bless them.

DEACON:

Pray for this holy church (monastery) and for our congregations.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy

PRIEST:

Grant that they may be unto us without obstacle or hindrance, that we may hold them according to Your holy and blessed will. Houses of prayer, houses of purity, houses of blessing, grant them unto us, O Lord, and Your servants who shall come after us forever.

(He offers incense thrice towards the Altar):

Arise, O Lord God, let all Your enemies be scattered, and let all that hate Your holy name flee before Your face.

But let Your people be in blessing thousands of thousands and ten thousand times ten thousands doing Your will.

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honour, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver Who is of one essence with You, now and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

CONGREGATION:

We believe in one God, God the Father, the Pantocrator, Who created heaven and earth, and all things seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all ages; Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten not created, of one essence with the Father, by Whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary, and became Man. And He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose from the dead, according to the scriptures, ascended into the heavens; He sits at the right hand of His Father, and He is coming again in His glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom shall have no end.

Yes, we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Life-Giver, Who proceeds from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets.

And in one holy, catholic and apostolic church. We confess one baptism for the remission of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the coming age. Amen.

PRIEST:

Master, Lord Jesus Christ, King of the ages, Who brought all things, visible and invisible, into existence out of void. Who came of His own will and great mercy according to the dispensation, to save us from the death of sin and the victories of the adversary; doer of good with alacrity, and patient in sufferings; Who does show much care for the good; remember, O Lord, Your mercies, and turn not away Your gracious countenance from us who have been called by Your goodness; but give era to our prayer and to the poor supplications of us Your sinful servants, and give healing to Your servant who has fled under the shadow of Your wings, for You are a Philanthropic One; and forgive him those sins which are against him, which he has committed during all his life; and forgive him his transgressions which he has committed, willingly or unwillingly, whether of his own will, or that of any other; whether in thought or in deed against Your good pleasure. As You, O our Master, did forgive the adversary the talents which He owed you, forgive Your servant those things which are against him, and pardon him all his transgressions. And as You did clean the leper by Your Word, and did take away leprosy from his body according to Your will, so again take away the sickness from the body of Your servant, and sanctify him. You did heal the daughter of the woman of Canaan at her mother’s prayers, so again at the prayers of Your priests, even of us who do not presume to have confidence of our selves, but in Your grace toward us, deliver Your servant from all conspiracies and all the works of the devil.

You did raise up the son of the widow and the daughter of the ruler from death, and did command them to rise up; and did raise up Lazarus after he had been dead four days by the authority of Your Godhead; raise up this, your servant, from the death of sin, and if You bid him to rise again, give unto him help and assistance that he may please You in his living all the days of his life.

And if You bid his soul be taken, grant that by the hands of angels of light he may have power that will save him from the demons of darkness. Transfer him into the paradise of joy, that he may be with all the saints, through Your blood which was shed for our salvation, and with which You did buy us; for You are the hope of Your servants. Through the intercessions of the Virgin, Mother of God, and the prayer of all the saints; for glory and honor and worship are due to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

SECOND PRAYER

The PRIEST lights the second prayer and say:

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy

Spirit, one God. Amen.

Have mercy on us, O God, the Father, the

Pantocrator. O Holy Trinity have mercy on us. O

Lord of Powers be with us, for there is no help in our hardships and tribulations save You.

Our Father, Who art in heavens, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day the morrow’s bread; and forgive us our trespasses; as we forgive those who trespass against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one; through Christ Jesus our Lord; for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

THE PRAYER FOR THE TRAVELERS

PRIEST:

We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One (lover of mankind), remember,

O
Lord, our fathers and our brethren who are traveling.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and our brethren who are traveling, or those who intend to travel anywhere.

Straighten all their ways, whether by sea, rivers, lakes, roads, or those who are traveling by any other means, that Christ our God may bring them back to their own homes in peace, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

And those who intend to travel anywhere. Straighten all their ways, whether by sea, rivers, lakes, roads, or those who are traveling by any other means, everyone anywhere. Lead them into a haven of calm, a haven of safety.

Graciously accompany them in their embarkation and be their companion in their travel. Bring them back to their own, rejoicing with joy and safe in security. Be a partner in work with Your servants in every good deed. As for us, O Lord, our sojourn in this life keep without harm, without storm and undisturbed unto the end.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy (lover of mankind), of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him, and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

The Pauline Epistle from Romans (15:1-7):

We who are strong in faith should be patient with the scruples of those whose faith is weak: we must not be selfish. Each should please his neighbor so as to do him good by building up his spirit. Thus, in accordance with the Scripture, Christ did not please himself: “The reproaches they uttered against you fell on me.” Everything written before our time was written for our instruction, that we might derive hope from the lessons of patience and the words of encouragement in the Scriptures. May God, the source of all patience and encouragement, enable you to live in perfect harmony with one another according to the Spirit of Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and voice you may glorify God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one another, then, as Christ accepted you, for the glory of God.

The grace of God the Father be with us all. Amen.

To be followed by the Trisagion, the Prayer for the Gospel.

THE TRISAGION

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who rose from the dead and ascended into the heavens, have mercy on us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now, and always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

PRIEST:

Pray

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

THE PRAYER FOR THE GOSPEL

PRIEST:

O
Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said to His saintly, honored disciples and holy apostles, “Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things which you hear and have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear.” May we be worthy to hear and to act according to Your holy gospels through the prayers of Your saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the holy gospel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Remember also, O our Master, all those who have bidden us to remember them in our supplications and prayers which we offer up unto You, O Lord our God.

Those who have already fallen asleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all.

And to You we send up the glory, and the honor and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You. Now and at all times and unto the age of all ages Amen.

DEACON:

A psalm of David, the prophet and king, may his blessings be with us all. Amen.

Psalm (1O2:1,2)

Hear my prayer, O Lord: and let my cry come unto You. In the day that I call, answer me speedily. Alleluia.

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the holy gospel.

PRIEST:

Blessed be He Who comes in the Name of the Lord.

READER:

Bless, O Lord, the reading of the Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the Evangelist and the saintly disciple let his blessings be with us all.

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, O Lord.

READER:

Our Lord, God, Saviour, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, to Whom is glory forever.

The Bible from Luke (19:1-1O)

And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho, and, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, who was the chief among the publicans, and was rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, and could not because of the crowd for he was little of stature. And he ran ahead, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him:

for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down: for today I must stay at your house. And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all murmured saying, “He was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner.”

And Zaechaeus stood, and said unto the Lord:

“Behold, Lord, half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken anything from any man by false accusation, I restore fourfold.” And Jesus said unto him, “This day is salvation come to this house, for he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

Glory Be to God forever and ever.

PRIEST:

O Lord, the Merciful and Philanthropic One, Who received those that are penitent; Who knows that the thought of man turns to evil because of his litheness; Who desires not the death of the sinner but that he should turn and live. Who became man for the salvation of men. Who did say, I came not to call the righteous but sinners to repentance. Who did seek after the sheep that had gone astray, and the piece of silver that was lost, and did find them. Who did say, he that comes unto me I wilt not cast out. Who did forgive the harlot after she had repented; and likewise the tame man You did grant him forgiveness of his sins, and heating of his body. You did say, There is joy in heaven over one sinner that repents. Again, You did say, If ever of you fall, rise, and you shall be saved. Look O merciful One, from Your holy place up high, and abide in Your servant (...), who confesses his transgressions; who comes to You in faith and hope; and forgive him his iniquities, whether in deed or word or thought. Clean him from all sins, and keep him the rest of his life following Your commandments; that he may not again make the enemy to rejoice; whereby he shall glorify Your Holy Name. And to You is due all glory and might and worship. Now and forever, etc.

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. Through on the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver Who is of One Essence with You, now and at all times, and unto age of all ages. Amen.

THIRD PRAYER

The PRIEST lights the third candle and say:

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy

Spirit, one God. Amen.

Have mercy on us, O God, the Father, the Pantocrator. O Holy Trinity have mercy on us. O Lord of Powers be with us, for there is no help in

our hardships and tribulations save You.

Our Father, Who art in heavens, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day the morrow’s bread; and forgive us our trespasses; as we forgive those who trespass against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one; through Christ Jesus our Lord; for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

PRIEST:

Graciously accord, O Lord, the air of heaven, the fruits of the earth, the waters of the rivers, the seeds, the herbs and the plants of the field this year, bless them.

DEACON:

Pray for the air of heaven, the fruits of the earth, the rising of the waters of the rivers, the seeds, the herbs and the plants of the field, that Christ our God may bless them, bring them to perfection in peace without harm and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Raise them to their measure according to Your grace. Give joy to the face of the earth. May its furrows be abundantly watered and its fruits be plentiful. Prepare it for sowing and harvesting. Manage our life as deemed fit. Bless the crown of the year with Your goodness for the sake of the poor of Your people, the widow, the orphan, the traveler, the stranger, and for the sake of us all who entreat You and seek Your holy name. For the eyes of every one wait upon You, for You give them their food in due season.

Deal with us according to Your goodness, O You Who give food to all flesh. Fill our hearts with joy and gladness, that we too, having sufficiency in everything, always, may abound in every good deed.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver Who is of One Essence with You now and al all times, and unto age of all ages. Amen.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

The Pauline Epistle from 1 Corinthians

(12:28-13:8)

Furthermore, God has set up in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracle workers, healers, assistants, administrators, and those who speak in tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles or have the gift of healing? Do all speak in tongues, all have the gift of interpretation of tongues? Set your hearts on the greater gifts. Now I will show you the way which surpasses all others.

If I speak with human and angelic tongues, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong, a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and, with full knowledge, comprehend all mysteries, if I have faith great enough to move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give everything I have to feed the poor and hand over my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient; love is kind. Love is not jealous, it does not put on airs, it is not snobbish. Love is never rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not prone to anger; neither does it brood over injuries. Love does not rejoice in what is wrong but rejoices with the truth. There is no limit to love’s forbearance, to its trust, its hope, its power to endure. Love never fails.

The grace of God the Father be with us all. Amen.

To be followed by the Trisagion, the Prayer for the Gospel.

THE TRISAGION

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who rose from the dead and ascended into the heavens have mercy on us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now, and always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

PRIEST:

Pray

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

THE PRAYER FOR THE GOSPEL

PRIEST:

O
Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said to His saintly, honored disciples and holy apostles, ‘Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things which you hear and have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear.” May we be worthy to hear and to act according to Your holy gospels through the prayers of Your saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the holy gospel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Remember also, O our Master, all those who have bidden us to remember them in our supplications and prayers which we offer up unto You, O Lord our God.

Those who have already fallen asleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all.

And to You we send up the glory, and the honor and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You. Now and at all times and unto the age of all ages Amen.

DEACON:

A psalm of David, the prophet and king, may his blessings be with us all. Amen.

Psalm 38:1,2:

O Lord, put me not to rebuke in Your anger; neither chasten me in Your displeasure. For Your arrows stick fast in me; and Your hand is heavy upon me. Alleluia.

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the holy gospel.

PRIEST:

Blessed be He Who comes in the Name of the Lord.

READER:

Bless, O Lord, the reading of the Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the Evangelist and the saintly disciple let his blessings be with us all.

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, O Lord.

READER:

Our Lord, God, Saviour, and King of us all, Jesus

Christ, Son of the Living God, to Whom is glory forever.

The Bible from Matthew 1O:1-8

And when He had call to Him, His twelve disciples, He gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.

Now the names of the twelve apostles are these:

the first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother. Philip and Bartholomew: Thomas, and Matthew the publican, James the son of Alphaeus; Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.

These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded

them, saying, Go not into the way of the gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter you not. But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as you go, preach, saying The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils; freely you have received, freely give.

Glory Be to God forever and ever.

PRIEST:

Blessed are You, O Lord, the Holy One, the physician of our souls. By Your wounds we are healed, O good Shepherd, who seeks the sheep that is lost; Who gives consolation to the faint-hearted, Who did heal the mother-in-law of Peter in her grievous fever; and the hemorrhaging one who suffered from her long-standing disease; Who did deliver the daughter of the woman of Canaan from the unclean spirit; Who did forgive the debtor that which he owed; Who did forgive the harlot, and the lame man; Who did justify the publican; Who did accept the confession of the thief at the end of his life, and did bestow paradise upon him; Who takes away the sin of the world; Who was nailed to the Cross by His own will. We pray and beseech You, and call upon You and cry unto You to forgive Your servant (...), and us also, Your servants, all our iniquities, eternal and not eternal, whether in knowledge or ignorance, those of night and those of day, which have come forth from ourselves, and which have come upon us through others, those of open perception and those

of hidden deliberation, those from the motions of the soul and of the body. For You are a good God and Philanthropic One; purify us from all our transgressions, and guide us and help us that we may walk in the ways of eternal life and not the way of eternal death. Yes, O Lord, pardon Your servant (...), all his transgressions, and fill him with Your blessing, and direct his hands to do Your commandments. Guide his feet into the path of health; strengthen his members and his thoughts with Your power. You, O Lord, did say unto us through Your holy Apostles: Whatsoever You shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever You shall loosen on earth shall be loosened in heaven. And again You did say, Whatsoever sins You shall remit, will be remitted unto them. Even as You did hear Hezekiah in the affliction of his souls in the hour of his death, and was not deaf to this prayers; so again hear me, the least of Your servants, in this hour, and have mercy on Your servant (...), and if his sins be many, command their forgiveness seventy times seven. And we offer thanksgiving to You and to Your good Father, now, and unto the age of ages. Amen.

FOURTH PRAYER

The PRIEST lights the fourth candle and say:

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God. Amen.

Have mercy on us, O God, the Father, the Pantocrator. O Holy Trinity have mercy on us. O Lord of Powers be with us, for there is no help in our hardships and tribulations save You.

Our Father, Who art in heavens, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day the morrow’s bread; and forgive us our trespasses; as we forgive those who trespass against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one; through Christ Jesus our Lord; for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

PRIEST:

Pray

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

Intercession for the King

PRIEST:

Again let us ask God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, remember O Lord the chief of our land, your servant keep him in peace, justice and power. Subdue all the barbarians and alien nations who may desire war for all our abundance. Talk in his heart for the peace of Your one only holy catholic and apostolic Orthodox church. Grant him to think peacefully in us and in Your Holy Name, so we may live in a calm and quiet life, and exist in every godliness and virtue.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver Who is of One Essence with You, now and al all times, and unto age of all ages. Amen.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

The Pauline Epistle from Romans (8:14-21)

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. For you have not received the Spirit of bondage again to fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God. And if children, than heirs -heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ: if so be that we suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified together. For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expectation of the creation waits for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creation was made subject to fertility, not willingly, but by reason of Him Who subjected the same in hope. Because the creation itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

The grace of God the Father be with us all. Amen.

CONGREGATION:

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who rose from the dead and ascended into the heavens, have mercy on us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now, and always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

PRIEST:

Pray

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

THE PRAYER FOR THE GOSPEL

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said to His saintly, honored disciples and holy apostles, “Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things which you hear and have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear.” May we be worthy to hear and to act according to Your holy gospels through the prayers of Your saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the holy gospel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Remember also, O our Master, all those who have bidden us to remember them in our supplications and prayers which we offer up unto You, O Lord our God.

Those who have already fallen asleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all.

And to You we send up the glory, and the honor and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You. Now and at all times and unto the age of all ages Amen.

DEACON:

A psalm of David, the prophet and king, may his blessings be with us all. Amen.

Psalm (51:1,2)

Have mercy upon me, O God, after Your great mercy: and according to the multitude of Your mercies do away with mine offenses. Wash me thoroughly from my sin. Alleluia.

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the holy gospel.

PRIEST:

Blessed be He Who comes in the Name of the

Lord.

READER:

Bless, O Lord, the reading of the Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the Evangelist and the saintly disciple let his blessings be with us all.

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, O Lord.

READER:

Our Lord, God, Saviour, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, to Whom is glory forever.

The Bible from Luke 1O:1-9:

After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither He himself would go. Therefore said He into them, the harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; pray you therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his harvest. Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves. Carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes: and salute no man by the road. And into

whatsoever house you enter, first say, peace be to this house. And if the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it: if not, it shall turn to you again. And in the same house remain, eating and drinking such things as they give: for the laborer is worthy of his hire. Go not from house to house.

And into whatsoever city you enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you; and heal the sick that are therein, and say to them, the kingdom of God is come nigh to you.

Glory be to God forever.

PRIEST:

O Lord, the teacher and the healer, Who does raise the poor from the ground, and does lift up the beggar form the dung; the father of orphans; the judge of widows; the harbor of them that are storm-bound; the physician of the afflicted, Who does bear our sicknesses, take away our sicknesses; and take away our iniquities; Who is near to help; the merciful in chastisements, Who did breathe in the face of Your disciples, and did say unto them, Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose so ever sins you shall remit are remitted unto them. You do receive the repentance of sinners. You Who heals sickness through your poor servant and the prayer of my unworthiness who has been called by Your grace to the priesthood in Your holy place; who is worthy through Your grace of the ministry of Your holy mysteries, and offers prayers and sacrifices for the remission of the sins of Your people, and a mediator to bring nigh Your reasonable sheep to You. O Good Shepherd, receive my prayer for Your servant; send unto him speedily healing, and forgive him his iniquities; and give health to his whole body and all his members and heal his soul from all diseases; and relieve him from his bodily pains. Make his hardships pass away, O You in Whom we hope, and in none other but you, as You did show the two disciples of John, saying, God, show John all things which you see and hear, that the blind see, and the deaf her, the lame walk, the sick are healed, the lepers are cleansed, the dead are raised up; the poor have the gospel preached unto them. Blessed is he Who shall not be offended in Me. We do not doubt the power of Your Godhead, O Christ the only-begotten Son of God, the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world. Remember Your mercies and Your pity that have been from the beginning, because the heart of man turns to that which is evil from his infancy, that no man is found without sin, though his life be but one day upon the earth. If You, O Lord, condemns iniquity, who shall abide it? For forgiveness is from You. If You condemn, who shall find excuse? For every mouth is closed, and will not be able to speak.

O Lord, remember not the ins of my ignorance, O Refuge of them that repent, the Hope of the hopeless, the Rest of them that labor. And we offer unto You glory, and honor, and worship, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit. Now and ever.

FIFTH PRAYER

The PRIEST lights the fifth candle and say:

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy

Spirit, one God. Amen.

Have mercy on us, O God, the Father, the Pantocrator. O Holy Trinity have mercy on us. O Lord of Powers be with us, for there is no help in our hardships and tribulations save You.

Our Father, Who art in heavens, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day the morrow’s bread; and forgive us our trespasses; as we forgive those who trespass against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one; through Christ Jesus our Lord; for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

THE PRAYER FOR THE DEPARTED

PRIEST:

Again, let us ask God the Pantocrator (Almighty), the Father of our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We ask and entreat Your goodness, O

Philanthropic One (lover of mankind), remember, O Lord, the souls of Your servants who have fallen asleep, our fathers and our brethren.

DEACON:

Pray for our fathers and brethren who have fallen asleep and reposed in the faith of Christ since the beginning; our holy fathers the archbishops, our fathers the bishops, our fathers the hegomens, our fathers the priests, our brethren the deacons, our fathers the monks, and our fathers the laymen, and for the full repose of the christians, that Christ our God may repose all their souls in the paradise of joy; and we too, accord mercy unto us, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Graciously, O Lord, repose all their souls in the bosom of our holy fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Sustain them in a green pasture, by the water of rest, in the paradise of joy; the place out of which grief, sorrow and groaning have fled away, in the

light of Your saints. Raise up their bodies also, on the day which You have appointed, according to Your true promises, which are without lie. Grant them the good things of Your promises; that which an eye has not seen nor ear heard, neither have come upon the heart of man; the things which You, O God, have prepared for them that love Your holy name.

For there is no death for Your servants, but a departure; and if any negligence or heedlessness has overtaken them as men, since they were clothed in flesh and dwelt in this world, do, O God, as a good and Philanthropic One (lover of mankind), graciously accord, O God, Your

servants the Orthodox Christians, who are in the whole world, from sunrise to sunset and from North to South, each one by his name and each one by her name, O Lord repose them and forgive them. For none is pure from blemish even though his life on earth is a single day.

As for those, O Lord, whose souls You have taken, repose them, and may they be worthy of the kingdom of the heavens.

As for us all, grant us our Christian perfection that would be pleasing unto You, and give them, and us, a share and an inheritance with all Your saints.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy gave of mankind), of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You with Him, and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

The Pauline Epistle from the Galatians (2:16-2O)

Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified. 

But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. For if I build again the things which I destroyed I made myself a transgressor. For I through the law am dead to the law that I might live to God. I am crucified with Christ nevertheless I live: yet not I, but Christ lives in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me.

The grace of God the Father be with us all. Amen.

To be followed by the Trisagion, the Prayer for the Gospel.

THE TRISAGION

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who rose from the dead and ascended into the heavens have mercy on us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now, and always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

PRIEST:

Pray

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

THE PRAYER FOR THE GOSPEL

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said to His saintly, honored disciples and holy apostles, “Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things which you hear and have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear.” May we be worthy to hear and to act according to Your holy gospels through the prayers of Your saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the holy gospel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Remember also, O our Master, all those who have bidden us to remember them in our supplications and prayers which we offer up unto You, O Lord our God.

Those who have already fallen asleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all.

And to You we send up the glory, and the honor and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You. Now and at all times and unto the age of all ages Amen.

DEACON:

A psalm of David, the prophet and king, may his blessings be with us all. Amen.

Psalm (142:7)

Bring my soul out of prison, that I may praise Your name, O Lord: the righteous resort unto my company until You reward me. Alleluia.

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the holy gospel.

PRIEST:

Blessed be He Who comes in the Name of the Lord.

READER:

Bless, O Lord, the reading of the Holy Gospel, according to St. John, the Evangelist and the saintly disciple let his blessings be with us all.

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, O Lord.

READER:

Our Lord, God, Saviour, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, to Whom is glory forever.

The Bible from John (14:1-19)

Let not your heart be troubled: you believe in God, believe also in me. In My Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to myself, that where I am, there you may be also. And where I go you know, and the way you know. Thomas said to Him, Lord, we know not where you go; and how can we know the way? Jesus said to him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man comes to the Father, but by Me. If you had known me, you should have know My Father also: and henceforth you know Him, and have seen Him. Philip said to Him, Lord, show us the Father, and it suffices us. Jesus said to him, Have I bee so long with you, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He that has seen me has seen the Father: and how do you say then, Show us the Father? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you speak not of Myself: but the Father that dwells in me does the works. Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me:

or else believe me for the sake of the works themselves. Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believes in me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go to my Father. And whatever you shall ask in My name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.

If you love me keep my commandments. And I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter that may abide with you forever. Even the Spirit of Truth: Whom the world cannot receive, because it sees Him not, neither knows Him: but you know Him; for He dwells with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you orphans: I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world will see Me no more; but you will see Me: because I live, you shall live also.

Glory Be to God forever and ever.

PRIEST:

We thank You, O Lord God of hosts, for all the things that You have done, for You in Your mercy do order our life. You are the teacher, You are the healer. Heal Your servant’s diseases, and clean him form all evil, that he may rise up whole, and himself praise Your mercy, and give glory to You with Your people in Your church all the days of his life.

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy of Your Only-Begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You with Him and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver Who is of One Essence with You, now and al all times, and unto age of all ages. Amen.

SIXTH PRAYER

The PRIEST lights the sixth candle and say:

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God. Amen.

Have mercy on us, O God, the Father, the Pantocrator. O Holy Trinity have mercy on us. O Lord of Powers be with us, for there is no help in our hardships and tribulations save You.

Our Father, Who art in heavens, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day the morrow’s bread; and forgive us our trespasses; as we forgive those who trespass against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one; through Christ Jesus our Lord; for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

PRIEST:

Pray.

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

THE PRAYER FOR THE OBLATIONS

PRIEST:

We ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, remember, O Lord, the sacrifices, the oblations and the thanksgivings of those who have offered unto the honor and glory of Your holy name.

DEACON:

Pray for those who have care for the sacrifices, oblations, first fruits, oil, incense, coverings, reading books and altar vessels, that Christ our God reward them in the heavenly Jerusalem, and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Receive them upon Your holy, rational altar of heaven, for a savour of incense before Your greatness in the heavens, through the service of Your holy angels and archangels.

As You have received the offerings of the righteous Abel, the sacrifice of our father Abraham and the two mites of the widow, so also receive the thank-offerings of Your servants; those in abundance or those in scarcity, hidden or manifest.

Those who desire to offer to You but have none, and those who have offered these gifts to You this very day, give them the incorruptible instead of the corruptible, the heavenly instead of the earthly and the eternal instead of the temporal.

Their houses and their stores, fill them with every good thing. Surround them, O Lord, by the power of Your holy angels and archangels.

As they have remembered Your holy name on earth, remember them also, O Lord, in Your kingdom, and in this age too, leave them not behind.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

By the grace, compassion and philanthropy, of Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior, Jesus Christ. Through Whom the glory, the honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due unto You, with Him, and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

The Pauline Epistle from Colossians (3:12-17)

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man has a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, also must you.

And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfection. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you are called in one body; and be you thankful.

Let the world of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus giving thanks to God, the Father through Him.

The grace of God the Father be with us all. Amen.

CONGREGATION:

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who rose from the dead and ascended into the heavens, have mercy on us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now, and always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

PRIEST:

Pray

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

THE PRAYER FOR THE GOSPEL

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said to His saintly, honored disciples and holy apostles, “Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things which you hear and have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear.” May we be worthy to hear and to act according to Your holy gospels through the prayers of Your saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the holy gospel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Remember also, O our Master, all those who have bidden us to remember them in our supplications and prayers which we offer up unto You, O Lord our God.

Those who have already fallen asleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all.

And to You we send up the glory, and the honor and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You. Now and at all times and unto the age of all ages Amen.

DEACON:

A psalm of David, the prophet and king, may his blessings be with us all. Amen.

Psalm (4:1)

When I called the God of my righteous, He heard me; when I was in trouble you did set me at liberty: have mercy upon me, O Lord, and hearken unto my prayer. Alleluia.

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the holy gospel.

PRIEST:

Blessed be He Who comes in the Name of the Lord.

READER:

Bless, O Lord, the reading of the Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the Evangelist and the saintly disciple let his blessings be with us all.

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, O Lord.

READER:

Our Lord, God, Saviour, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, to Whom is glory forever.

The Bible from Luke 7:36-5O

And one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with Him. And He went into the Pharisees house, and sat down to eat. And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, and stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feel, and anointed them with the fragment oil. Now when the Pharisee who had bidden him saw it, he spoke to himself, saying, this man, if he were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is that touches Him: for she is a sinner. And Jesus answering said to him, Simon, I have something to say to you. And he said, Master say on. There was a certain creditor who had two debtors: one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. And when they had nothing to pay, he freely forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most? Simon answered and said, I suppose the one whom he forgave most. And He said to him, you have rightly judged. And he turned to the woman, and said to Simon, see you this woman? I entered this house, you gave Me no water for My feel: but she has washed My feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head. You gave me no kiss: but his woman, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet. My head with oil you did not anoint: but this woman has anointed My feel with fragrant oil. Wherefore I say to you, Her sins which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven: the same loves little. And He said to her, your sins are forgiven. And they that sat at the table with Him began to say within themselves, Who is this that forgives sins also? And He said to the woman:

your faith has saved you; go in peace.

Glory Be to God forever and ever.

PRIEST:

O God of souls and bodies, Lord of hosts. God of all consolation, King of all kings, Who hears all who cry out to You for help; we, Your servants, pray and beseech You to remember Your servant (...) in Your great mercy; visit him with Your salvation; take from him all diseases; raise him up from his bed of sickness. Bestow him upon Your church, clean in body, soul, and spirit: raise him up that he may give glory through the love of man for your Only-begotten Son. Who are blessed with Him and the Holy Spirit, life-giving, the One in Essence with You. Now and forever.

SEVENTH PRAYER

The PRIEST lights the seventh candle and say:

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God. Amen.

Have mercy on us, O God, the Father, the Pantocrator. O Holy Trinity have mercy on us. O Lord of Powers be with us, for there is no help in our hardships and tribulations save You.

Our Father, Who art in heavens, hallowed be Thy Name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day the morrow’s bread; and forgive us our trespasses; as we forgive those who trespass against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one; through Christ Jesus our Lord; for Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

Intercession for the Catechumens

PRIEST:

Again let us pray to God the Pantocrator, the Father of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. We pray and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, for the catechumens of Your people that have been instructed, have mercy upon them.

DEACON:

Pray for the catechumens of our people so that Christ our Lord may make them worthy of the Holy baptism and forgive us our sins.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Confirm them in faith in You. All the remains of idolatry uproot from their hearts. Your law, Your fear, Your commandments, Your truths and Your Holy precepts establish firm in their hearts. Grant them that they may know the confirmation of the instruction preached to them. In due course, let  them be worthy of the washing of the new birth for the remission of their sins. Prepare them to be a sanctuary for Your Holy Spirit.

(Inaudibly)

By the grace, merry and philanthropy which belongs to Your Only-begotten Son, our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ to Whom is due all glory,

honor and power together with You and the Holy Spirit, the Life-giver Who is One in Essence with You now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

We worship You, O Christ, with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit for You have come, and saved us.

The Pauline Epistle from Ephesians (6:1O-18)

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

Therefore take unto you the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness. And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace. Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith you shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the spirit which is the word of God; praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.

The grace of God the Father be with us all. Amen.

To be followed by the Trisagion, the Prayer for the Gospel.

THE TRISAGION

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was born of the Virgin, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who was crucified for us, have mercy on us.

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, Who rose from the dead and ascended into the heavens, have mercy on us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, both now, and always, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

PRIEST:

Pray

DEACON:

Stand up for prayer.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

THE PRAYER FOR THE GOSPEL

PRIEST:

O Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Who said to His saintly, honored disciples and holy apostles, ‘Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the things which you see, and have not seen them, and to hear the things which you hear and have not heard them. But blessed are your eyes for they see and your ears for they hear.” May we be worthy to hear and to act according to Your holy gospels through the prayers of Your saints.

DEACON:

Pray for the holy gospel.

CONGREGATION:

Lord have mercy.

PRIEST:

Remember also, O our Master, all those who have bidden us to remember them in our supplications and prayers which we offer up unto You, O Lord our God.

Those who have already fallen asleep, repose them. Those who are sick, heal them. For You are the life of us all, the salvation of us all, the hope of us all, the healing of us all, and the resurrection of us all.

And to You we send up the glory, and the honor and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You. Now and at all times and unto the age of all ages Amen.

DEACON:

A psalm of David, the prophet and king, may his blessings be with us all. Amen.

Psalm (25:18,2O)

Look upon my affliction and my misery: and forgive me all my sins. O keep my soul and deliver me: let me not be confounded, for I have put my trust in You. Alleluia.

DEACON:

Stand with the fear of God. Let us hear the holy gospel.

PRIEST:

Blessed be He Who comes in the Name of the Lord.

READER:

Bless, O Lord, the reading of the Holy Gospel, according to St. Matthew, the Evangelist and the saintly disciple let his blessings be with us all.

CONGREGATION:

Glory to You, O Lord.

READER:

Our Lord, God, Saviour, and King of us all, Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, to Whom is glory forever.

The Bible from Matthew 6:14-18

For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

Moreover when you fast, be not as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast.

Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But you, when you fast, anoint your head, and wash your face; that you appear not unto men to fast, but unto your Father Who is in the secret place; and your Father, Who sees in secret, shall reward you openly.

Glory be to God forever.

PRIEST:

Again let us pray, O Lord God of hosts, the Merciful, the Pantocrator, that You look upon Your servant (...) and raise him up from his bed of sickness and his couch of suffering, as You did raise up the mother-in-law of Simon in a moment from her grievous fever. Bestow him upon Your church; that he may glorify Your Holy Name, Father and Son and Holy Spirit; now and forever.

The PRIEST says another prayer:

O Lord, the merciful and Manifold in mercy, Who desires not the death of the sinner, but rather that he should be converted and live; Who lays not the hand of me, a sinner, upon the head of him that comes to You, praying for remission of his sins through us Your priests; but by a might hand of the Gospel we pray You, O Lover of mankind, O Lord the long suffering; Who did receive the repentance of David through Your prophet Nathan; Who did receive the repentance of Manasses; O our Savior, receive the repentance of Your servant (...), according to Your commandments, O Lover of mankind, by the mediation of Your priests. Bid You remission unto seventy times seven, and the measure of Your mercy according to the measure of Your might. To You is due all glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Now and ever and unto the age of ages. Amen.

The PRIEST says another prayer:

O God, the good Father, the physician of our bodies and our souls, Who did send Your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ to heal all sicknesses, and to save us from death. Heal Your servant (...) from his bodily sicknesses; and give unto him renewed life, that he may glorify Your mightiness and that he may give thanks for Your graciousness; that he may fulfil Your will through the grace of Your Christ, and the intercession of the Theotokos, and the prayers of Your saints. For You are the fount of healing; and to You we send up glory, and honor with Your Only-begotten Son and the Holy Spirit. Now and ever and unto the age of ages. Amen.

The PRIEST anoint the sick man/woman with oil and say:

O you saints to whom belongs the fount of healing without money: give healing to all who pray; for the Lord Himself said unto you and the apostle, Lo, I am with you unto the end of the world.

Glory be to the Father...

Lo I have given you power over the unclean spirits, to cast them out; and to heal all diseases and all sicknesses. Freely you have received, freely give.

Now and forever...

O holy Virgin the Theotokos, without the seed of man, intercede for the salvation of our souls.

THE GLORIA

Let us praise with the angels, saying, “Glory to God in the highest, peace on earth, and goodwill toward men.” We praise You, we bless You, we serve You, we worship You, we confess to You, we glorify You, we give thanks to You for Your great glory, O Lord, heavenly King, God the Father, the Pantocrator; O Lord, the Only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; and the Holy Spirit.

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, Who takes away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. You Who sit at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For You only are Holy; You only arc the Lord, O Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit; glory to God the Father amen. Every day will I bless You, and I will praise Your name forever; yes, forever and ever. Amen.

From the night season my soul awakes early unto You, O my God, for Your precepts are a light upon the earth. I continually pursue Your ways for You have become a help unto me. My voice shall You hear in the morning. Early will I stand before You, and You shall see me.

THE ORTHODOX CREED

We believe in one God, God the Father, the Pantocrator, Who created heaven and earth, and all things seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-Begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all ages; Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten not created, of one essence with the Father, by Whom all things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and of the Virgin Mary, and became Man. And He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose from the dead, according to the scriptures, ascended into the heavens; He sits at the right hand of His Father, and He is coming again in His glory to judge the living and the dead, Whose kingdom shall have no end.

Yes, we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Life-Giver, Who proceeds from the Father, Who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets.

And in one holy, catholic and apostolic church. We confess one baptism for the remission of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the coming age. Amen.

Then Kyrie eleison to be said (41 times) and the three absolutions and the blessing, then the PRIEST anoints the sick person for seven days.

THE ABSOLUTIONS

The PRIEST, holding the cross in his right hand, looks eastward and says, inaudibly:

(First absolution)

Yes, Lord, the Lord Who has given authority unto us to tread upon serpents and scorpions and upon all the power of the enemy, crush his heads beneath our feet speedily, and scatter before us his every design of wickedness that is against us. For You are King of us all, O Christ, our God, and to You we send up the glory, the honor, and the adoration, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and to the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Bow your heads to the Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Before You, O Lord.

The PRIEST continues, inaudibly:

(Second absolution)

You, O Lord, who bowed the heavens, You descended and became man for the salvation of the race of men. You are He Who sits upon the Cherubim and the Seraphim, and beholds them who are lowly. You also now, our Master, are He unto Whom we lift up the eyes of our hearts; the Lord Who forgiven our iniquities and saves our souls from corruption. We worship Your unutterable compassion, and we ask You to give us Your peace, for You have given all things unto us.

Acquire us unto Yourself, God our Savior, for we know none other but You; Your holy name we do utter. Turn us, God, unto fear of You and desire of You. Be pleased that we abide in the enjoyment of Your good things; and those who have bowed their heads beneath Your hand, exalt them in their ways of life, and adorn them with virtues. And may we all be worthy of Your kingdom in the heavens, through the goodwill of God, Your good Father, with Whom You are blessed, with the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

DEACON:

Let us attend with the fear of God.

PRIEST:

Peace be with all.

CONGREGATION:

And with your spirit.

The PRIEST now looks westward, and, bowing his head, he says:

(The Absolution of the Son):

Master, Lord Jesus Christ, the Only-begotten Son and Logos of God the Father, Who has broken every bond of our sins through His saving, life-giving sufferings; Who breathed into the face of His holy disciples and saintly apostles, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you will remit, they are remitted to them, and those which you will retain, they shall be retained.” You also now, our Master, through Your holy apostles, have given grace to those who for a time labored in the priesthood in Your holy church, to forgive sin upon the earth, and to bind and to loose every bond of iniquity. Now, also, we ask and entreat Your goodness, O Philanthropic One, for Your servants, (here he signs the people once and twice) my fathers, and my brethren, (here he signs himself) and my weakness; those who bow their heads before Your holy glory. Dispense unto us Your mercy, and loose every bond of our sins, and, if we have committed any sin against You, knowingly or unknowingly, or through anguish of heart, or in deed, or in word, or from faint-heartedness, do, O Master, Who knows the weakness of men, as a good and Philanthropic One, O God, grant us the forgiveness of our sins; (he signs himself) bless us, (he signs the clergy) purify us; make us absolved, (he signs the congregation) and all Your people absolved. (Here he remembers those whom he wishes to remember.) Fill us with Your fear, and straighten us unto Your holy, good will, for You are our God, and the glory, honor, the dominion, and the adoration are due to You, together with Your good Father and the Holy Spirit, the Life-Giver, Who is of one essence with You, now, and at all times, and unto the age of all ages. Amen.

The PRIEST then concludes with the blessings.

CONGREGATION:

Amen. Alleluia. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now, and forever, and to the age of ages. Amen.

We proclaim and say, O our Lord, Jesus Christ, bless the air of heaven, bless the waters of the river, bless the seeds and the herbs; may Your mercy and Your peace be a fortress unto Your people.

Save us and have mercy on us. Lord have mercy. Lord have mercy. Lord bless. Amen.

Bless me.

Lo, the metanoia. Forgive me.

Say the blessing.

PRIEST:

Christ our Lord.

CONGREGATION:

Amen. Let it be.

