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Hundreds flock to Egyptian town for glimpse of Virgin Mary
September 4, 2000
— ¢

Web posted at: 5:19 PM EDT (2119 GMT)
ASSIUT, Egypt (AP) -- Thousands of Egyptians and some foreigners have been flocking to
this southern Egyptian city in recent weeks where residents say they've seen an apparition
of the Virgin Mary and a flock of exceptionally large, white pigeons in an inexplicable
shining light.
Sincethefirst reported apparition on Aug. 17 in skies surrounding the dome of Saint Mark's
church, villagers and visitors have descended on the neighborhood, waiting in the streets
and on rooftops for a glimpse of Mary.
Thecity'slocal Coptic Christian synod released a statement on Sunday stating that civilians
had reported seeing "spiritual features' on several occasions and at different times since
Aug. 17. The statement did not say whether religious leaders had confirmed any sightings
personaly ... ..
Since word of the apparition spread, the synod said thousands of Egyptians and some
foreigners have come to Assiut, 180 miles (290 kilometers) south of Cairo, the capital,
where they've been singing hymns and reciting prayers while waiting for the next vision to
appear. " .
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Virgin Mary 'appears in Egypt
By Caroline Hawley in Cairo
Church officials in southern Egypt say thousands of Christians have been
converging on the town of Assiut after reported sightings of the Virgin Mary.
The secretary of the Council of Churches in Assiut told the BBC the town had never
experienced anything likeiit.
He said people had been deeping in the streets around the Church of St Mark, where the
apparitions happened, and standing on rooftops to catch a glimpse.
Assiut has been best known until now as a stronghold of Islamic militancy during the 1990s
Light, incense and pigeons
Chrigtians in Assiut say the first apparition came two-and-a-half weeks ago but that there
have since been several more.
One woman told the BBC she had had two sightings, both times between three o'clock and
six o'clock in the morning.
She said she had seen the Virgin Mary with outstretched hands and a light emanating from
them, accompanied by a smell of incense and large numbers of pigeons.
The birds seem to be a common element of the sightings.
The secretary of the Assiut Council of Churches, Father Mina Hanna, said other people had
seen a big white, brightly lit pigeon appearing and disappearing - but he said the apparitions
were different each time,
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Hewould no reveal if he had had a personal experience himsalf.
. ABCNEWScom 2244 — )1
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Every night Marcelle Maurice comesto the little town of
Assiut, Egypt, to stand outside and watch the sky. She says she sees an apparition of the
Virgin Mary every night. “l saw the Virgin Mary, flashing lightsand big
white doves,” says Marcdlle, clutching her 5-year-old daughter. Like her, thousands of
Egyptians have been flocking to this southern Egyptian town more than 300 miles south of
Cairo, once known as a hotbed of Islamic fundamentalism. Outside the church, hopeful
pilgrims each night chant “Come Mary, Come,” or “Your Light is on the Cross,” hoping to
beseech the Virgin Mary to appear between the two towers of the church, as she has done
the previous nights, they say. Muslims also revere the Virgin Mary as the mother of Jesus
Christ—consdered a prophet in the Islamic faith—but their religion prohibits them from
worshipping images. Witnesses say the apparitions occur in the wee hours of the morning. “
| saw Mary, she was beautiful, wearing a blue veil,” says Sarwat Hani Marzouk “Light was
emanating from her hands, then doves start flying, they were as big as ducks.” Others say
they simply saw strobe-like lights and big doves flying around the minarets of the church.
‘A Blessing for Egypt’
People living around Saint Mark’s church began reporting the appearances last month. “The
first time we heard of the Virgin’s apparition was on Aug.17,” says one local resident. “We
did not give it too much importance as we thought it was an isolated case.” But the day
after, he said, “more people reported the same and then hundreds and thousands.” Father
Labib, from the nearby Orthodox Copt Dronka Monastery, is excited by the sighting. ““ If
you look for the source of thelight , you can’t find it. Thisislight from heaven” he says.
Bishop Mina Hanna, secretary of the Assiut Council of churches, says the Virgin choseto
appear in thetown of Assiut because she had journeyed there during the Holy Family’s
exile from Herod’s Palestine...
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Virgin Mary 'Appears Over Egyptian Chuech August 21 2000
Cairo - The Virgin Mary has been making occasional appearances over a church in the
central Egyptian city of Assyut since August 17, an Egyptian Orthodox priest claimed on
Thursday.
"She appearsin an spiritual atmosphere of bright light, very quietly, without a sound,”
Father Mina Hanna said by telephone.
"Since August 17, she appears on an irregular basis but the spiritual phenomena continue,"
he said, adding that " yesterday (Wednesday Aug 30) she appeared in a complete image."
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The Egyptian Orthodox, or Coptic, Church of Assyut issued a statement saying that
Egyptians have occasionally seen the Virgin Mary over the domes of St Mark Church in

Assyut.
The church's neighbors noticed amost a month ago, at different times of the night, spiritua
phenomena such as "hovering groups of large white pigeons.” "On August 17, the Virgin
Mary appeared,” the statement said.

— 11

Father Hanna said the Virgin Mary appeared afew years ago at The Virgin Mary monastery
in the Assyut mountains, a few kilometers away, but thisisthe first time she came into
Assyut itself.
People from several Egyptian cities have come to Assyut and were waiting on rooftops,
streets and aleys around the Church to receive the Virgin Mary's blessings, the statementS
said, adding that "spiritual matters are not subject to human aspirations or time limits."
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