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THE WORD OF GOD AND THE HISTORY OF MANKIND 

God with His supreme love, wants me to rise the time, to enter me into eternity and set me off over the place to cross to His heaven. This astonishing Creator has made the time and the earth for me. Therefore, He declares His word through the history of mankind, to exhibit His love for me and His longing for making the time holy as well as my life on earth until He lifts me up with Him.

Although the Historical Books occupy the second section of the Old Testament [Law, History, Wisdom, Prophets] and also in the New Testament [Gospels, History (Acts), Wisdom (Letters), Prophecy (Revelation)], but each book of them seems to connote a historical touch. They also connote a theological and spiritual touch. The human history or the human life can not be isolated from the word of God.

THE LAW AND HISTORY

The Old Testament commences with Moses’ five books, namely with the Law of Moses. These books announce God’s supreme love to me, His very beloved creature; and upon my falling God did not stand still. God introduced me to the Law as a mirror, which reflect was what inflected on me to summon help from God, my Savior. 

 Genesis stresses God’s personal attention of me.

 Exodus is for setting me free.

 Leviticus is for glorifying me.

 Numbers is for His leadership through the journey of my life.

 Deuteronomy is for His longing for making a covenant with me. 

The Law exhibited God's love and His work. Yet this love is to be implemented by Christ, God's wisdom and the world Savior.

The Historical Books affirm the following facts:

a. God acts in the history of mankind before He created the first Adam and He will continue to act until the last advent of the Second Adam in order that all the true believers share Him His heavenly glory.

b. In God’s dealings with the mankind through the whole history, there have been events that relate to my identity and my private relationship with God, my Savior. God, using every means, wishes to have pass with me over until He gets me into the bosom of God.

If the history of mankind, in terms of our delivery, underwent 14 stages (see Pages 8,9), I see this history on the whole not strange to my inner self. These stages commenced as follows:

1. Creation: Creating everything for me to instate me a powerful king even on space.

2. Earth Renewal (Noah and the flood): God’s Spirit renews my nature in baptism water, and works unceasingly on renewing my thinking.

3. Patriarchs’ era: When the entire world denies His creator, God found Abraham faithful and obedient. Thus, I wish I became a son of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob even if the whole world turned against the true faith.

Job also appeared in that era; even his wife and his friends opposed him, but God in heaven protected him from the forces of darkness, praised and glorify him.

4. In the Land of Bondage: God’s people were brought up as strangers in Egypt, and the Pharaoh enslaved them. God sent them Moses to take them out into freedom but Moses was unable to get them into the Promised Land.

The Law discloses to me what the sin, which destroyed the beautiful icon of God inside myself, did to me. Thanks to God Who introduced the Law to me, thus I recognize my need for God, my Savior, my Sanctification, my Leader and my Permanent Portion. 

5. In the Promised Land: Joshua, the Son of Nun, with his people entered the Promised Land as well as the token of heaven. There the people underwent many stages:

First: Under Theocracy, God is still the king.

Second: Under Monarchy, with its evil side (Saul) and the good side (David).

Third: The Divided Kingdom because of Rahbaam's disobedience to the good and pious advice and accepting the violent one instead.

Fourth: The Fall of the two Kingdoms under Captivity, Israel the captive of Assyria, and Judah captive of Babylon come together under humiliation in the land of Captivity.

Fifth: The Return of the people to the Promised Land under the occupations of the Persians, then the Greek, then the Romans and waiting for the real delivery.

Sixth: The Advent of the Savior, Jesus Christ, to them in the Promised Land to lift the entire world to heaven!

The above is a brief review on history as it appears in the Old Testament until the believer meets with our Lord Jesus.

In the Promised Land

Under Theocracy

Joshua the son of Nun received theocracy from his teacher Moses, acknowledging that God is the One acting with and in for the favor of his people.

God's introductory saying to him was: "As I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and of good courage, …do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go." (Joshua 1: 5,6,9)

I see Joshua the son of Nun entering me into the Promised Land, feeling the token of heaven from the hands of the descended from heaven, Jesus Christ; the only One able to carry me there.

I see God Himself is the real king. Joshua received the leadership from his teacher Moses, the great amid the prophets, and Israel elders heeded him and so did the leaders of thousands, hundreds, fifties and the wise, etc. But the real king, the judge and the maker for all the people's workings is God.

Theocracy confirms 3 facts that God have through the clergymen. The 3 books (Joshua, Judges and Ruth) announce these facts:

First: God never ceases to give victory, success, strength, dignity and satisfaction to all who work with His Name (Joshua Book)

Second: God does not bind the people to accept Him. Whoever, when people refuse Him, destruction comes upon them and they become enslaved (Judges Book).

Third: God has no bias. While his people were suffering from the bitterness of darkness during the era of judges, a gentile widow was found longing for him; He chose her and distinguished her from many ladies and Jesus was incarnated from her descent.



Keeping God's Promises

THE Book of Joshua 

“Joshua” or “Jesus” is a Hebrew word meaning, "(Yahweh) Jehovah Is Salvation." His original name is Hoshea (Numbers 13: 8) or Yehoshua. As Joshua's name in Hebrew means "God is my Salvation," His salvation means victory and inheritance (mentioned 61 times in the Book) and possession (mentioned 24 times).

As we see in the Book of Joshua, the Lord Jesus is the savior (Hebrews 4:8), the captain of our delivery (Hebrews 2:10), carrying the sword of the spirit that is the word of God (Joshua 5:13-15 and Eph.6:17) and a giver of the eternal inheritance.

Under theocracy, God is the Commander of His people, God assures His supreme love to them and His faithfulness in meeting His promises.

Genesis
The promise of the holy land introduced to Abraham the father of believers.

Exodus
Getting out of slavery to the Holy Land.

Leviticus
Preparing for the holy land by the holy life.

Numbers
The journey of life in the wilderness, to enjoy the holy land.

Deuteronomy
Preparing for entering the holy land by accepting God's covenant.

Joshua
Keeping the promise: Victory, inheritance and possession.

JOSHUA SYMBOLIZES JESUS CHRIST

JOSHUA
JESUS

Led the people to inheritance (1:3).
Led the Church to its inheritance (Heb.4 and Eph.1:3,14). 

Prepared them in 3 days to cross Jordan (1:11).
Through His resurrection (in 3 days), has resurrected us in baptism.

Rahab, the gentile hid the 2 spies 
The Gentiles believed in Him

Carrying over 12 stones from Jordan (Chapter 4)
The church is hidden in baptism and springs from it.

Fought against pagans
Fights Satan

Distributed the inheritance among the tribes
Christ is the giver of heavenly blessings

Gave Caleb (heart) the holy mount (14:13)
Christ ascends to heaven those who have pure hearts.

The last one to obtain his inheritance (19:49)
Considers himself inheriting with the last believer

Built the cities of refuge on both banks (Chapter 20)
Christ is everyone’s refuge.

Distributed the lands of the Levites amid all the tribes
Has made a general priesthood of his people 

The Book of promises ended by the death of Joshua
Promises would not be met without the death of Jesus Christ 

God punishes and delivers

"The Book of the Judges"

Judges is the book of our victory with Jesus Christ though we are not exempted from weaknesses when we withdraw from His hands. He give us a victory over the great Jericho (Joshua 6), and we fall before the village of Ai because of our corruption (Joshua 7). Judges is considered the book of our tremendous failure when we refuse to have God possess us and lead our life. The people fell into spiritual loss while in the Holy Land as our first parents had done in the Paradise of Aden. They fell into slavery under Egypt’s Pharaohs and they kept falling into slavery after they had inherited the Promised Land. But God does not leave His people undelivered.

SUCCESSIVE CYCLES
The book discloses to us the corruption of man's heart. Following each blessing, man rests, forsakes God asking for his own indulges. In spite of that, God with His long patience delivers. The book introduces successive cycles in which man lives :

Forsaking God ( Slavery to the Enemy ( Crying out to God ( Savior Delivering ( Return to God.
INCIDENTS DURING THE DAYS OF JUDGES
1- The Book concludes with disclosing how far corruption and paganism penetrated among the people and the Levites during that period. As an example the book of Judges mentions the following 2 incidents
2- Micah's idol (Chapters 17&18)

Worshiping became a pretentious thing, that it was thought who finds a Levite and makes him into a priest in his house, God would bless his path even if he worshiped to an idol. The tribe of the Danites stole the idol and took the priest by force for his priesthood, in order that God would be satisfied with them.

3- The Levite and his concubine  (Chapter 19 - 21)

The Levite did not want to lodge in a strange land, as his brethren (Gibeah's Benjamites) abused his concubine all night long until she died. The Levite divided and distributed her on the tribes. A war broke out which was a virtual genocide to Benjamites.

Joshua
Judges

A period of 25 years
A period of 330 years

One commander
13 commanders

Israelites own inheritance 
Israelites indifferent of their inheritance

A series of victories
A series of defeats

Spiritual life is fundamental
Physical life is fundamental

Makes a continuous success
Makes a continuous breakdown

JEPHTHAH'S VOW
Jephthan made an unwise vow to the Lord, and said, "If You will indeed deliver the people of Ammon into my hands, then it will be that whatever comes out of the doors of my house to meet me. When I return in peace from the people of Ammon shall surely be the Lords’s and I will offer it up as a burnt offering" (11:30,31). God let his only daughter the virgin go out to try the bitterness of his vow. God does not accept human sacrifices. When God commanded Abraham to have Isaac as a burnt offering, He returned Isaac to him alive. 

Jephthah's daughter went out bewailing her virginity for 2 months with her friends then she returned with her complete will to her father to carry out through her, the vow which he had made.

THE POWER OF GOD IS IN WEAKNESS
God has declared that He has chosen the weak to make the strong and the wise feel shameful.

The Judge
Duration
Meaning
The Power of God in Weakness
Ref.

Othniel
40
God's response
Younger than his brother Caleb
3:1-11

Ehud
80
Owner of glory or grandeur 
Left handed, killed Eglon by a conspiracy
3:15

Shamgar
?

With an ox-goad killed 600 men
3:31

Deborah and Barak
40
A bee collects in its stores the honey of wisdom
A woman took over the leadership and defeated Sisera (The church the bee defeats Satan)
4,5

Gideon
40

His tribe subdued in Manassites
6-8

Abimelech
3
My father is a king
Ruled by a conspiracy after killing his brothers except Jotham
9-10

Tola
24


10

Jair
22


10

Jephthah
6
That who opens
A son of a harlot and was persecuted by his brothers, made an unwise vow, so he slew his daughter
11,12

Ibzan
7


12

Elon
7


12

Abdon
8


12

Samson
20

With the jawbone of a donkey killed a  thousand men
13-16

Eli
40


Samuel 1

Samuel
12


Samuel 1

THE GOD OF THOSE WHO ARE FORGOTTEN
THE BOOK OF RUTH
This book deals with events occurred during the age of Judges to show that there is a continuation for God even among the gentiles.

It is the only book that conveys the name of a gentile woman because she excelled many women, so her name deserved to be mentioned as one of Christ's descents (Mathew 1:5). This book symbolizes entering the gentiles into faith, it is the book of harvest symbolized in the person of Ruth and from her descent came the Lord Jesus Christ and she satisfied her mother in-law.

Ruth in this book symbolizes the church, which attains its satisfaction by unifying with its bridegroom and trustee, the Lord Jesus (Boaz). The Book of Joshua and the Book of Judges have highlighted God’s care for His people as a whole as well as for each one of them specially. He did not forget a gentile woman of a strange race who married an Israelite escaping from the famine (Judges 6:1-11,16). She loved God and set off with her mother in-law to Israel, so she found the arms of God open for her. She became a grandmother to David the son of Jesse from whom Jesus Christ, the savior of the world, descended. In every era, there is a few who are faithful to God, regardless of their race.

When I am forgotten and my soul widowed, I see You choosing me and granting me dignity, which I do not deserve, with Ruth the gentile.

Ruth the Moabitess
The Church

Has hunger for righteousness (2:2).
Christ satisfies the church that has hunger for him.

Went to Bethlehem. 
Meeting with Bethlehem's born baby is the secret of her satisfaction.

Struggling (2:7).
"The true grains" pick up Christ.

She found favor in the sight of the field owner
Favoring God's grace.

Her care for her mother in-law.
The church that cares for everyone.

Staying with Boaz’s  youngmen (2:21).
Association with the saints of God.

Her union with her bridegroom (3:4).
Favoring union with God in Christ.

Her laying down in front of him (3:10).
The church’s submission to her bridegroom

Boaz buys all that is Elimelech's (4:9)
Jesus Christ bought us

Boaz
Jesus Christ

Boaz is the owner of the field
Christ is the owner of the grapevine

Of great power (2:1)
Christ, the judge and the firm is kind with us 

Where he laid down, also did Ruth
Was buried and buried us with Him

Bought an inheritance to have a spring for the dead
Bought us to grant us life

Naomi's heart rejoiced 
Who rejoiced the hearts of those in heaven by His new bride whom He got from the gentiles.

