Pro Orient

The contemporaneous consultation started between the theolo​gians of the Oriente Orthodox (Non‑Chalcedon) and the Roman Catholic churches under the observation of Pro Orient at Vienna, Sweden where five unofficial consolations were held during the years 1971, 1973, 1976, 1978, 1988. As a result of this consulta​tion we reached a conception to the "Christological Census" (Nature of Jesus Christ), which was the case of the dissension of the Church since 451 A.D. (Chalcedon Council).


His Holiness Pope Shenouda III assisted at the first delib​eration few months prior to his ordination as Pope and Patriarch of St. Mark's See. Some questions of the report of this consulta​tion were used in the "Christological Census" between the Oriente Orthodox and the Roman Catholic churches on February 1988, at monastery of Bishop Beshoi.


Many themes are still in need for more study and discussions such as "Council and Conciliarity", "Relief Anathemas", "Pope of Rome Leadership", and "The Procession of the Holy Spirit" etc...


This year a symposium was held at St. Bishoy monastery at Wadi‑El‑Natroun Valley, its theme was about "Christological Census", and "Council and Conciliarity". His holiness Pope Shen​ouda III introduced the symposium with a lecture about "The Nature of Jesus Christ", he presented to the attendants his book which carries the same title in Arabic and English languages.


Thus as we came to a conclusion about the "Nature of Jesus Christ", I have preferred to publish some documentaries about "Council and Conciliarity", which was a paper submitted by Grego​rius Yohanna Ibrahim, Metropolitan of Allep. He permitted us to publish it, and I presented a paper which was handed to me through Metropolitian Beshoy, the secretary of the Holy Council, and Metropolitan of Demiat, Deserts, and Belccas... Although discussion of this subject has not been yet accomplished. 


We are earnest to see the one Church having the one faith, one spirit and one heart through the work of God's spirit.

Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty

+   +   +

1. Although St. Peter had his role in the council which was held in Jerusalem, it is obvious that Apostle Jacob had his leadership role in Jerusalem (Acts. 15:13 etc..).

2. The word "Sheikh" came in the Syrian "Khashishi", which means "Pastors".

3. A discussion took place around the openness of Ibn‑El‑Enri and the Fathers of the Syrian Church. That even though they rejected the regulation of another faith held in a council unadmitted by them, "Chalcedon Council" yet they do not reject to accept liter​ary rules that may help church edification. although This being so,in spite the fact that it had been produced in that council which they do reject... Some theologians assume that it is either to accept the council as a whole or reject it completely. 


In the Coptic Church Ibn El‑Asaal collected melbites canons in the book of "El‑magmas El Saffour" but we are not obliged to accept the canons, which it enfolds. For it is a compilation and not an admittance of the straightness of the rules.

4. Fr. Samir Khalil had commented on the absence of the Pope of Rome personally or the See of Rome in the Council Committee which developed in Orient more than West. His comment was that some prevented the See of Rome like the language (they are not good at Greek), besides the expenses and the circumstances.

Fr. Tadros Yacoub Malaty's Paper:
1. One of the Catholic fathers commented, saying that it is obvious from item A that certain problems arose related to the concept of council and conciliarity, for instance "council infal​libility". However tradition insists on considering the Nicean faith of Constantinople as an unique tool which must not be altered, repeated or substituted, meanwhile the paper refuses the infallibility of the Councils.


His holiness Pope Shenouda III commented that in the Coun​cil's canons we must distinguish between canons related to faith or dogma and between temporal canons as discipline canons which is not befitting now‑a‑days ; likewise talking about wine to face Mani's innovation.


[I am looking forward to preparing a paper concerning Coun​cil and Conciliarity, specially about its infallibility to be presented in the sixth consultation in Vienna.]

2. One of the Catholic fathers exposed, saying: [We can not find any testimony that a bishop or a See do practice his authority on other Sees excluding his own]. Yet in Alexandria we obvious that the Alexandrian See has an authority over the Egyptian metropoli​tan etc...


His holiness Pope Shenouda III respond: [We must differ between the parishes and the Sees: for example no See like Alex​andria, Antioch or Rome have the right to authorize another See. However he had authority over the parishes following his See.
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