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A HOLY HEIFER!

Last year a red heifer was born in a small farm in a youth village called Kfar Hasidim (near Haifa), ran by a religious high school for orphaned and troubled students. The teachers of the religious school immediately referred to the importance of this heifer, and contacted Rabbi Shmaria Shore. Shore, a native of Providence, R.I.. At first the Rabbi had his doubts about the heifer, and after checking with ancient texts, invited a delegation of some 25 experts, including Rabbis Yisrael Ariel and Yoseph Elboim from Jerusalem to come to Kfar Hasidim to hear their views on the birth of the red heifer. They concluded that it was in fact an acceptable red heifer, according to Torah requirements, and that the animal was needed for an ancient Jewish purification ritual.

The story of this red heifer, called Melody, caused a wide-world problem. It looked like an ordinary, albeit strangely hued, cow. Nevertheless, Ultra Orthodox Jews saw its birth a year ago in Israel as a momentous sign from God. Others feared this humble heifer might plunge the Middle East into another round of violence and war. All because Melody's coat was red. It stirred up religious and political questions and problems among the Jews, Christians, and Muslims, such as the following:
· Is God behind this event?

· Is this red heifer a sign of restarting the Levitical priesthood and rebuilding the Temple after about 2000 years?

· Is there a divine plan concerning Israel today?

· What does its birth mean to the Christians of today?

· Is there a relation between the red heifer and the millennium era?

· Is there a relation between the red heifer and the coming of the Antichrist?

· What is the respond among the Jews, Christians, and Muslims to the story of the red heifer?

· SEARCHING FOR
RED HEIFERS

HAIM RICHMAN AND CLYDE LOTT
A Jerusalem-based and an Orthodox rabbi, Haim Richman, and a Mississippi cattle rancher and Pentecostal preacher, Clyde Lott, joined forces to create an accepted red heifer. They hoped to make it the dominant breed of cattle in Israel.

In the early 1990's, Clyde Lott, ran across the Holy Scriptures describing the red heifer. As he pondered what he had just read, he realized that he indeed had that kind of heifer. Coming into contact with a group from Israel, he began communicating and eventually worked a deal to provide them with the biblically defined red heifer.

The original agreement was to provide 200 pregnant red heifers, which would be shipped via ocean line to Jerusalem. Statistically, these pregnant heifers would produce 100 bulls and 100 heifers. The resultant 100 heifers would become the "potential" sacrificial stock.

Time went by, and this event did not occur, but interest and motivation are fervently still there. Instead of 200 heifers, there is a plan to ship thousands of heifers to Jerusalem. A rabbi from Israel will be examining them in the spring of 1997.

Clyde Lott has said that they are looking for "prayerful minded people" to help with their efforts.

Clyde Lott, whose specialty is naturally reddish Red Angus cattle, decided to breed a genuine red heifer. To that end he made contact with Richman, an expert on the subject, who works with the Temple Institute, a Jerusalem-based organization dedicated to research and teaching about the Temple.

Together they set out to breed and ultimately bring several specimens to Israel by importing pregnant cows. For several years they traveled throughout Israel, meeting local cattlemen who might be willing to work with them in finding a place for the cattle.
"We had to deal with a mountain of bureaucracy, as well as Israeli cattlemen who think they know everything, and convince them that we could bring them better cattle," Richman says. "And then there was the issue of explaining my presence." He also says, "We learned right away that it's not good to mention the Temple and the spiritual aspects of the red heifer when dealing with cattlemen. So, I became known as Clyde's translator."
For the next two years, Lott and Richman scoured Israel trying to find suitable grazing land for Lott's cows. During their investigations, they learned that the local cattle industry was in difficult straits. Richman says: "Clyde began to realize that by bringing his Red Angus cows to Israel, cows that are of particularly fine quality in terms of producing beef, he could not only provide a red heifer for spiritual purposes, but help Israel economically by eliminating the need for beef imports.".

After another year of making contacts within the Agriculture Ministry and winning the trust of several local cattlemen, Richman and Lott started progressing toward their dream of making Lott's red heifers the dominant strain of local cattle. Lott began working with some local breeders to develop a prototype for an Israeli-raised red heifer.

It soon became apparent that the main obstacle to the project was the formidable cost of transporting cattle to Israel and purchasing land on which to raise them. To that end, Lott and Richman established the Tikvah Corporation, an organization dedicated to raising funds for the transportation.

Rothman who conducts research for the Northern Research and Development Center in Kiryat Shmona, states: "Raising cattle in Israel is very expensive, and it's actually cheaper to import beef from abroad."

Richman has spent years researching this obscure topic, and recently completed a book entitled, The Mystery of the Red Heifer. Through his work with the Temple Institute, he encountered thousands of non-Jews interested in the subject. Intrigued by the considerable interest from the non-Jewish world, he conducted speaking tours throughout the southern US "Bible belt," lecturing in evangelical churches about Judaism and the Jewish way of life.
Richman says: "Red is a very difficult color to come by when dealing with cows," "The rabbis established that the cow must be completely red, so unless there's a miraculous birth, the cow must be bred to that end."

Although the red heifer is first and foremost important for spiritual and religious reasons, Richman insists there is no contradiction between using it both as a means of ritual purification and as a source of steak and hamburger. "It's a cow, not an angel; it doesn't have wings," he says. "There's nothing sacrilegious about using it as beef. The Torah says to use one of God's animals for the sacrifice. It's very beautiful, actually, that one of this species could be used to prop up the economy of the state."

"I've devoted my entire life to this. God has placed it in my heart," says Lott. He sees himself as the spiritual heir of "the righteous Gentile from Ashkelon" who, according to the Midrash, provided the rabbis with the last known red heifer during the time of the Second Temple.


THE RED HEIFER

AS A SIGN OF RESTARTING THE LEVITICAL PRIESTHOOD

AND REBUILDING THE TEMPLE

YEARNING FOR REBUILDING THE TEMPLE

The birth of a red heifer from a black-and-white mother and an anonymous dun-colored bull from Switzerland, on a northern Israeli farm is being hailed by religious Jews. They consider the event as a sign from God, so that work can soon begin on rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem. It would provided a means for the congregation of Israel to purify themselves for presentation to God, and for the coming priesthood and temple services.

Under Jewish tradition from the era when the Holy Temple stood atop Jerusalem's Temple Mount, the ashes of a red heifer, sacrificed in its third year, are mixed with water and used to purify Jews before they can approach the temple.

For strictly Orthodox Jews, the Temple stands for the Jewish people's direct link to God. Its existence represents God’s chosen people. Built by King Solomon around 950 BC and destroyed and rebuilt and expanded over the succeeding centuries until its final destruction by the Romans in 70 A.D., the Temple was the center of Jewish life where daily animal sacrifices were offered by the priestly classes of Levites and Cohens.

The Temple's destruction meant that Jewish religious life had to be re-created. Prayer, Torah study and good works became substitutes for animal sacrifice as a means of seeking favor and forgiveness from God, a development that many modern Jewish thinkers have welcomed. But a yearning for the days of the Temple has never entirely died.

One by-product of Israel's victory in the 1967 war that brought the Old City of Jerusalem under Israeli control is the revival of interest among a small number of Jews in rebuilding the Temple because of the link they believe it offers to God and the cosmic centrality it might signify for Jews everywhere.

This has caused concern not only because few Jews wish to return to animal sacrifices and priestly classes but because the site of the Temple has been occupied for the past 1,300 years by the third-holiest shrine in Islam, the Dome of the Rock and al-Aqsa mosques.
EXTINCTION OF RED HEIFERS

Some Jews believe that since the Temple was destroyed by Titus the Roman in 70 A.D., no red heifer has been born within the biblical land of Israel. Melody is believed by many to be the first red heifer born in Israel since that time. So some religious Jews see her birth as a sign that the temple can now be rebuilt, and that the coming of a promised Messiah and his entry to Jerusalem is nigh.

Ethan Bronner
 says, “Of a variety believed extinct for centuries, the red heifer is seen by some as the missing link needed for religious Jews to rebuild their ancient Temple in Jerusalem. Sacrificing the animal in its third year and using its ashes in a purification rite would allow Jews to return 2000 years later to the Temple site, a spot holy to both Jews and Muslims.”

The Wailing Wall, the last remnant of the destroyed temple, shares the Temple Mount with the Dome of the Rock and Al-Aqsa mosques, one of Islam's holiest sites. Now, there are some in Israel who advocate the necessity of destroying those mosques to make way for a rebuilt temple.

Because of that, a number of influential Israeli journalists and leftist politicians have suggested that the potential harm that Melody represents is perhaps even more serious than the risk of terrorist bombs. They propose that the heifer be destroyed. Others see that its destruction might not be necessary, because any blemish inflicted on the cow might be enough to render Melody an unsuitable sacrifice.

So intense is the debate over Melody that she has an armed guard. There is also talk of trying to breed her in an attempt to create a herd of red cows that will insure the future of the purification ritual. It seems that some extremists believe that this cow is the Messiah. The local rabbi, Shmaria Shore, who immigrated to Israel from New Haven, Conn., 24 years ago, had to deny the idea that Melody might be the Messiah, pointing out that the Messiah could not be a cow.

Thomas N. Malone Sr. states
:

[Recently, I was sitting with a friend who just happened to pick up the April 9, 1997 daily edition of the Arizona Republic newspaper. We had been looking for an article on the horrible partial birth abortion that we knew would be forthwith coming because of the Arizona legislatures vote to ban its practice the day before. As we unfolded the paper and found the article on the front page, I was amazed to see two stories next to each other in the center of the front page concerning the nation of Israel. The two lead stories were titled, “Peace crumbles in the Mideast,” and the other “Red Heifer: Miracle or religious A-bomb?”

Now to those of us who are watching and waiting for a new temple to be erected, this is extremely important. Why? Because we know that the Orthodox Jew will not even venture up on the Temple Mount for fear of accidentally standing on the spot where the Holy of Holies was situated. Only by sprinkling the area with the blood of a completely red heifer can the ground be made holy. But that’s not all. The priest must also be washed with the waters of separation according to Numbers 19:1-10. Once he has been washed with a mixture of water and the ashes of a red heifer, then he too is ceremonially clean to enter that area. But for two thousand years now the Jews have been without the ashes of a red heifer, not because the religious Jews didn’t want to start daily sacrifices again, but because there has not been a red heifer born in the country from the time that Titus destroyed Herod’s Temple (second temple) in 70 A.D.

Jewish folklore says that another red heifer would be born at the time Messiah was ready to appear in Israel. For two thousand years Jews watched and waited for this religious miracle to occur with no success, mainly because a completely red heifer is extremely rare. Then suddenly, six months ago in the small Jewish village in northern Israel, the long awaited hope became a reality. A completely red heifer was born. With its birth has come a renewed faith that the long-awaited Messiah of Israel will soon appear and usher in his glorious kingdom. But there is one hitch to this story... the heifer must first be observed at least until it is two or three years old; and it cannot have any blemishes on it up until the time it is to be slaughtered.

So the heifer is now under armed guard 24 hours a day. Though this is extremely exciting to the religious Jews of Israel, it is quite unsettling for the Palestinians who look to getting East Jerusalem as their capital city. With tensions already high over the decision by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to go forward with the building of a Jewish neighborhood in a section of East Jerusalem that Palestinians believe to be theirs, this new development has the potential to spark a truly religious war.

Not every Israeli is happy that the long-awaited red heifer has arrived.]

"The red heifer is one of the most important signs that we are living in a special time," says Gershon Solomon, head of a group dedicated to rebuilding the ancient Jewish Temple
.
THE RED HEIFER IN THE BIBLE

The red heifer must meet certain physical criteria and must be sacrificed in a certain way. Once sacrificed, the ashes are to be mixed with "clean" water and it is this mixture which is sprinkled over the "unclean." Numbers 19 is the basis for understanding the direction from God for the physical purification.

· The red heifer must be without blemish and without defect

· Must never have worn a yoke

· The sacrifice must be performed outside the camp.

· The blood must be sprinkled seven times in front of the tabernacle.

· The entire heifer must be burned before the priest.

· Cedar wood, hyssop and scarlet are added to the fire.

· The priest washes his clothes and bathes.

· The Water of Purification is prepared by a man who is clean. He gathers the ashes (Implied). He adds water to the ashes. He stores it outside the camp in a clean place. The water is for the congregation of Israel. He washes his clothes and bathes.
THE TEXT OF NUMBERS 19
1 And the Lord spoke unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,

2 This [is] the ordinance of the law which the Lord has commanded, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring you a red heifer without spot, wherein [is] no blemish, [and] upon which never came yoke:

3 And you shall give her unto Eleazar the priest, that he may bring her forth without the camp, and [one] shall slay her before his face:

4 And Eleazar the priest shall take of her blood with his finger, and sprinkle of her blood directly before the tabernacle of the congregation seven times:

5 And [one] shall burn the heifer in his sight; her skin, and her flesh, and her blood, with her dung, shall he burn:

6 And the priest shall take cedar wood, and hyssop, and scarlet, and cast [it] into the midst of the burning of the heifer.

7 Then the priest shall wash his clothes, and he shall bathe his flesh in water, and afterward he shall come into the camp, and the priest shall be unclean until the even.

8 And he that burns her shall wash his clothes in water, and bathe his flesh in water, and shall be unclean until the even.

9 And a man [that is] clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, and lay [them] up without the camp in a clean place, and it shall be kept for the congregation of the children of Israel for a water of separation: it [is] a purification for sin.

10 And he that gathers the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even: and it shall be unto the children of Israel, and unto the stranger that sojourns among them, for a statute for ever.

11 He that touches the dead body of any man shall be unclean seven days.

12 He shall purify himself with it on the third day, and on the seventh day he shall be clean: but if he purify not himself the third day, then the seventh day he shall not be clean.

13 Whosoever touches the dead body of any man that is dead, and purifies not himself, defiles the tabernacle of the Lord; and that soul shall be cut off from Israel: because the water of separation was not sprinkled upon him, he shall be unclean; his uncleanness [is] yet upon him.

14 This [is] the law, when a man dies in a tent: all that come into the tent, and all that [is] in the tent, shall be unclean seven days.

15 And every open vessel, which has no covering bound upon it, [is] unclean.

16 And whosoever touches one that is slain with a sword in the open fields, or a dead body, or a bone of a man, or a grave, shall be unclean seven days.

17 And for an unclean [person] they shall take of the ashes of the burnt heifer of purification for sin, and running water shall be put thereto in a vessel:

18 And a clean person shall take hyssop, and dip [it] in the water, and sprinkle [it] upon the tent, and upon all the vessels, and upon the persons that were there, and upon him that touched a bone, or one slain, or one dead, or a grave:

19 And the clean [person] shall sprinkle upon the unclean on the third day, and on the seventh day: and on the seventh day he shall purify himself, and wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and shall be clean at even.

20 But the man that shall be unclean, and shall not purify himself, that soul shall be cut off from among the congregation, because he has defiled the sanctuary of the Lord: the water of separation has not been sprinkled upon him; he [is] unclean.

21 And it shall be a perpetual statute unto them, that he that sprinkles the water of separation shall wash his clothes; and he that touches the water of separation shall be unclean until even.

22 And whatsoever the unclean [person] touches shall be unclean; and the soul that touches [it] shall be unclean until even.
THE ORDINANCE OF THE RED HEIFER

1. In Numbers 18, God declared that it was possible to approach the Lord through His priests, here He reveals the need for sanctification, without it nobody can see God. Here He talks to us about “the ordinance of sanctification” by preparing the ashes that are used in the sanctification water, or “defilement water” (Num. 19:19), that is the purification from defilement.

2. The presentation of heifer as a sin offering (Num. 19:9); its red color refers to Christ the Lord who was slain (Isa.53:1-3).

3. “Without defect, in which there is no blemish and upon which a yoke has never come” (Num. 19:2), our Lord is without sin (John 8:46; 2 Cor. 5:21). He never fell under the yoke of sin.

4. Eleazar (son of Aaron) stepped forth to take it outside the camp, and witness its slaying (Num. 19:3), just as Christ our Lord suffered on the Cross outside the gate (Heb. 13:12,13).

5. “And Eleazar the priest shall take some of her blood with his finger, and sprinkle some of her blood towards the front of the tent of meeting seven times.” It is the work of the Lord, that He sprinkles His Blood on the face of  the Church,  so it lifts Him up at  liberty directing Him towards the Father. He sprinkles it throughout  the ages (7 times) although He was slain only once, for He is still alive and everlasting in the Eucharist sacrament (the divine Liturgy).

6. The burning of the heifer (Num. 19:5) points out to the assurance of the bodily death of Christ. As for the casting of cedar wood, hyssop and scarlet in its fire, the materials that are used in the purification of the leper (Lev 4:6-7), it points out to blending of ashes of the offering with the purification elements [the cross (cedar wood); the washing (hyssop); the blood (scarlet)].

7. The relationship between  the ashes of the sacrificial offering, and the water presented for the purification (Num. 19:9) symbolizes the relationship between the Cross and baptism (Col.2:12).

8. Whoever burns the sacrifice and gathers its ashes, remains defiled until the evening [Num. 19:8-10], an indication of our iniquities born by Christ, Granter of purification Who came in the fullness of time.
The need for purification [Num. 19:11-13]:
Whoever touches a dead body has to be purified on the third day, to be made pure by the seventh day; as if whoever does not experience the resurrection of the crucified Christ through baptism (Numeral 3) will remain defiled for the rest of his estranged days on earth (7 days).
The water used in the purification ritual 
 [Num. 19:14-22]:
1. If a man dies inside a tent, anybody that was inside the tent or enters it, will be defiled for 7 days, emphasizing the hideousness of sin (he compares it to a dead person), it defiles the person for the rest of his estranged earthly life (7 days), there is no remedy for it. The matter does not stop at mankind but it extends to the hard creation, for every uncovered  utensil is defiled [Num. 19:15]. From the health aspect, it is apprehensible that death might be due to an infectious disease. Therefore it is imperative to discard the utensils that were used by the dead person. As from the spiritual aspect, it points out to the senses that are uncontrolled by the Holy Spirit, it is a utensil that is opened for corruption, it destroys the soul and body.

2. The treatment is the purification through the ashes of the offering and the living water in a vessel [Num. 19:16], the dipping of hyssop in that water and sprinkling it on the tent, the vessels and the people that touched the dead body or touched his tent. All this will take place on the third and seventh days [Num. 19:19]. This is the work of the Church, it takes the offering of the Cross to present it as a  sacrament of purification through the water of  baptism. The invisible Christ ( the clean man [Num. 19:9] Himself does the sprinkling on the third  day, with the power of His resurrection so that we may enjoy the total purification at the end of times (7th day).
THE RED HEIFER IN THE EARLY CHURCH

The early Church looked to the red heifer as a type of the Sacrificial Christ. The Epistle of Barnabas dedicates a chapter on “The Red Heifer a Type of Christ.”

Now what do you suppose this to be a type of, that a command was given to Israel, that men of the greatest wickedness should offer a heifer, and slay and burn it, and, that boys should then take the ashes, and put these into vessels and bind purple wool round a stick along with hyssop, and that thus the boys should sprinkle the people, one by one, in order that they might be purified from their sins?

Consider how He speaks to you with simplicity. The calf is Jesus: the sinful men offering it are those who led Him to the slaughter. But now the men are no longer guilty, are no longer regarded as sinners. And the boys that sprinkle are those that have proclaimed to us the remission of sins and purification of heart. To these He gave authority to preach the Gospel, being twelve in number, corresponding to the twelve tribes of Israel. But why are there three boys that sprinkle? To correspond to Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, because these were great with God. And why was the wool [placed] upon the wood? Because by wood Jesus holds His kingdom, so that [through the cross] those believing on Him shall live for ever. But why was hyssop joined with the wool? Because in His kingdom the days will be evil and polluted in which we shall be saved, [and] because he who suffers in body is cured through the cleansing efficacy of hyssop. And on this account the things which stand thus are clear to us, but obscure to them because they did not hear the voice of the Lord
.

The Epistle of Barnabas
Here year by year a red heifer was burned as a holocaust to the Lord and its ashes were used to purify the children of Israel
.

St. Jerome
Eran. - What Mosaic sacrifice foreshadows the reality?

Orth. - All the Old Testament, so to say, is a type of the New. It is for this reason that the divine Apostle plainly says, “the Law having a shadow of good things to come” and again “now all these things happened unto them for ensembles.” The image of the archetype is very distinctly exhibited by the lamb slain in Egypt, and by the red heifer burned without the camp, and moreover referred to by the Apostle in the Epistle to the Hebrews, where he writes “Wherefore Jesus also that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate
.”

Theodoret
The heifer that was offered as a sacrifice and its ashes which were used for the purification of the people of God was red, for this color has its symbolic meaning. Now, if the Jews are interested in their eternal glorification they do not have to make all these efforts in getting a complete red heifer, but to realize the meaning of this color and to return back to God the Father through the precious and freely given shed blood of Christ, whom they had rejected, hated, and crucified.

For “God will visit their iniquities with a red,” that is, with Christ
.

Origen
For on some of those who crucified Christ, miracles were afterwards performed, when out of the number of the Jews themselves there were found believers, and the blood of Christ was given unto them. Their hands were impious, and red with the blood of Christ. He whose blood they had shed, Himself washed them. They who had persecuted His mortal body which they had seen, became part of His very body, that is, the Church. They shed their own ransom, that they might drink their own ransom. For afterwards more were converted...

St. Augustine

Why Red Sea? Besides sea, why also “red”? That “Red Sea” signified the baptism of Christ. How is the baptism of Christ red, but as consecrated by Christ’s blood?

Thence we were led out by baptism as through the Red Sea - red because consecrated by the blood of Christ. All our enemies that pursued us being dead, that is, all our sins being blotted out, we have been brought over to the other side
.

As for His robe which He washes in wine, that is, cleanses from sin in His own blood, of which blood those who are baptized know the mystery, so that he adds, “And his clothes in the blood of the grape,” what is it but the Church?

St. Augustine

Again, when He had been judged before Pilate, He was clothed in red; for there they put on Him a purple robe. Is this also written? Isaiah says, Who is this that comes from Edom? the redness of His garments from Bosor; (who is this who in dishonor wears purple? For Bosor has some such meaning in Hebrew.) Why are Your garments red, and Your raiment as from a trodden wine-press? But He answers and says, All day long have I stretched forth Mine hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people
.

St. Cyril of Jerusalem

And the meaning is: Who is he that comes up from the earth, comes up from blood? According to the prophecy of Jacob, He has bound His foal to the vine, and has trodden the wine-press alone, and His garments are red with new wine from Bosor, that is from flesh, or from the tribulation of the world: for He Himself has conquered the world. And, therefore, His garments are red and shining, because He is beauteous in form more than the sons of men
.

St. Jerome

Listen to Isaiah, “Who is this that comes from Edom, red in his garments from Bozrah? Wherefore are your garments red, and your raiment as though you had trodden in the wine-press?” To which Himself replies, “I have trodden the wine-press alone, O daughter of Zion.” For He alone it is Who has not sinned, and has taken away the sins of the world. For if by one man death could enter into the world, how much more by one man, Who was God also, could life be restored!

St. Jerome

The prophetic Spirit contemplates the Lord as if He were already on His way to His passion, clad in His physical nature; and as He was to suffer therein, He represents the bleeding condition of His flesh under the metaphor of garments dyed in red, as if reddened in the treading and crushing process of the wine-press, from which the laborers descend reddened with the wine-juice, like men stained in blood
.

Tertullian

In Isaiah also the Holy Spirit testifies this same thing concerning the Lord’s passion, saying, “Wherefore are Thy garments red, and Thy apparel as from the treading of the wine-press full and well trodden?” Can water make garments red? or is it water in the wine-press which is trodden by the feet, or pressed out by the press? Assuredly, therefore, mention is made of wine, that the Lord’s blood may be understood, and that which was afterwards manifested in the cup of the Lord might be foretold by the prophets who announced it. The treading also, and pressure of the wine-press, is repeatedly dwelt on; because just as the drinking of wine cannot be attained unless the bunch of grapes be first trodden and pressed, so neither could we drink the blood of Christ unless Christ had first been trampled upon and pressed, and had first drunk the cup of which He should also give believers to drink
.

St. Cyprian

IS THERE IS A DIVINE PLAN

CONCERNING ISRAEL TODAY?

Some Christians make a link between the story of the red heifer and what St. Paul said in Romans 11:1 concerning the return of Israel to God.

Thomas N. Malone quotes Romans 10:16-21:

“But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord who has believed our message?” Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of Christ. But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: “Their voice has gone out into all the earth, their words to the end of the world.” Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First Moses says, “I will make you envious by those who are not a nation; I will make you angry by a nation that has no understanding.” And Isaiah boldly says, “I was found by those who did not seek me; I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me.” But concerning Israel he says, “All day long have I held out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.”

After quoting the above mentioned verses, Thomas N. Malone adds:

[What a scathing indictment! You would think that this would substantiate the belief that God has forgotten Israel in the flesh. Paul even asked the question with the beginning of the next chapter, Romans 11:1:

“I ask then: Did God reject His people? By no means! I am an Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of Benjamin. God did not reject His people, whom He foreknew... Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious. But if their transgression means riches for the world, and their loss means riches for the Gentiles, how much greater will their fullness bring. I am talking to you Gentiles. In as much as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I make much of my ministry in the hope that I may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of them. For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead... I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: The deliverer will come from Zion; He will turn ungodliness from Jacob. And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins. As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your account; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, for God’s gifts and His call are irrevocable. Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, so they too have become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy. For God has bound all men over to disobedience so that He may have mercy on them all.” NIV

As you can see, I took the liberty of bolding and underlining several passages so as not to be read over. God’s gifts and callings are irrevocable! God is not done working with the natural Jew. Yes, they are enemies of the gospel as Paul so clearly states, but as Paul too has stated, they are still loved by God because of all of the Jewish men of God who have come before us. This “blindness” that Paul speaks of is only a temporary ailment. It will cease when the full amount of Gentiles have been brought into the Kingdom of God. We know from the writings of Paul that there will only be a small number of Jews saved for the coming Messiah’s kingdom. It is all too apparent to me that that remnant will be made up of primarily religious Jews. We see the evidence everyday of the willingness of secular Jews to give up anything to secure peace with their Arab neighbors, even if it is a divine gift that God has given only to them: the land of Israel. The Orthodox religious Jew however looks forward to the time of the Messiah’s world-wide rulership, even though they have not accepted the fact that it will be the one their people rejected 2000 years ago. That is why the birth of a truly red heifer is an event of biblical importance. Supposedly, there are only nine such heifers recorded in religious texts, with the appearance of the tenth being a signal for the long awaited Messiah to appear.]

We trust the word of God, and believe that in the last days, after the full number of the Gentiles has come in, Israel will be saved, and their spiritual blindness will be cured, but it will not be realized by building the Temple, returning back to offering animal sacrifices, or by purification by the blood of red heifers and oxes. Those who insist to do that are not returning to God. On the contrary, they have to believe that what their fathers did, offering animal sacrifices was a shadow and a way to believe in the Unique Sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ. They have to look to their inner temple, so that they may receive the true kingdom of God.

They should understand what is mentioned in Numbers 19 concerning the red heifer represents a "type" of Christ. For the sacrifice of the "red heifer" was the forerunner to the ultimate sacrifice of Christ which could do so much more than "purify the flesh." St. Paul in his epistle to the Hebrews explains it well:

“For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies to the purifying of the flesh:

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Hebrews 9:13, 14)

The priests in the Old Testament offered the blood of dead animals; thus the sacrifices were unable to raise the people or even to raise themselves. But the High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ is the only One who offered Himself to give us life, thus there is no need for the repetition of the sacrifice. His priesthood is eternal and the effect of His sacrifice never stops, nor gets old! St. John Chrysostom compared the animal sacrifices of the Old Testament and the Sacrifice of the New Testament by saying: [What a great difference! He is the Ransom, the Priest, and the Sacrifice! If this was not the case, then there would be a need for offering many sacrifices and for Him to be crucified many times
.]

Thus, we believe that God surely will work in the lives of the Jews so that they will believe in Jesus Christ, and enjoy His unique Sacrifice, and not return to animal sacrifices.

Origen records how in his day Jews told him that “As they had no altar, no temple, no priest, and therefore no offerings of sacrifices, they felt that their sins remained with them, and that they had no means of obtaining pardon.
”

Origen in his turn gives them the following Christian advice:
1.  They have to ask for the heavenly temple, not for rebuilding the earthly one.

O Jews, when you come to Jerusalem and find it destroyed, it had been changed into dust and ashes, don’t weep as a child (1 Cor. 4:20), don’t be in grief but ask for a city in heaven instead of that which you search here on earth.

Lift up your sight, you will find “ the Jerusalem above is free, which is the mother of us all” (Gal. 4:26).

Don’t be in grief for the temple (here) is left, and don’t be in despair as you don’t find a priest . For in heaven there is an altar and the priests of future goods passing before the Lord according to the order of Melchizedek (Heb. 5:10). It is God’s love and mercies that He removed the earthly inheritance from you that you may ask for the heavenly one
.

2.  To fulfill Moses’ law not in a literal but spiritual way.

1f he who is commonly called a Jew murdered the Lord Jesus and is still today responsible for that murder, it is because he has not understood the Law and the prophets in a hidden manner
.

The Jews ought to have been the closest to the truth for they had the "types" of the truth but they rejected it
.

Those who truly understand the Law, offer spiritual sacrifice, not physical, sacrifices
. The offering of incense in Leviticus 16:12 is what is offered by each church.

If anyone reads the whole of the Epistle to the Hebrews... he will find how the whole of this part of the Apostle’s writing shows that those things written in the law are types and forms of things that are living and true
.

3. To believe in the Crucified Christ and receive Him in their hearts, and not wait for His coming as a King in this world.
The true Israelite, then, is everyone who knows Christ; if a man does not know Christ he is no Israelite, for “Israel” means “the mind that sees God”. The “glory” of the Jews, then, is to believe in Christ whom their prophets predicted-the glory, that is, of encountering the One they had awaited
.

When (God) rejected Israel.. grace was poured out on the Gentiles. The calling of the Gentiles took its start from the fall of Israel. [Hence Origen himself, a Gentile, can converse about the promises of God-can have faith in the God of Israel,] and by the grace of God can accept Jesus Christ, who was heralded aforetimes by the prophets
.

THE RED HEIFER

AND

THE MILLENNIUM ERA

THE FLASK OF BALSAM OIL

Thomas N. Malone says,

[The birth of the red heifer is only one in a line of amazing discoveries and events that have occurred over the last decade. For instance, in 1988 a 2000-year-old flask was found in a cave at Qumran by archaeologist Joseph Patrich of the Hebrew University. The flask was buried in a three-foot-deep pit and wrapped in palm leaves for protection. Once opened, they found that the flask contained about 50 to 100 grams of oil. But this was not just any oil. This was the rare “Balsam” oil that was used in the anointing of the kings of Judah. Balsam was one of the most precious spices of antiquity and was grown in Israel only in the Ein Gedi and Jericho areas and was the only tropical spice grown in the country. According to the 1st century historian Josephus, balsam was originally brought to Israel by the Queen of Sheba as one of her gifts to Solomon. What truly amazed the scientist about the oil is that it has survived nearly intact, except for losing its fragrance, after nearly 2000 years. After several months of exhaustive chemical analysis it was found that the oil was extracted from a plant that no longer exists. That finding, along with corollary evidence, led scientists to conclude that it was an extract from the ancient “Persimmon” plant which is now extinct. So what is it's importance to us today? Well first, it is the oil that will be needed to anoint Jesus Christ king when He returns to this earth. Remember that He is to be set on the throne of Israel as her anointed king. What is amazing is that the oil used to anoint the last king of Israel, and the oil that was in the temple when Jesus Christ walked in it, will be used to anoint him as King of Israel. Workers at The Temple Institute, located in the old quarter of Jerusalem’s Old City, recognize that there is a divine source behind all of the discoveries, especially the birth of this rare red heifer. Here is what deputy director of the institute, Rabbi Menachem Makover, had to say recently about the birth of the red heifer and the progress of the institute:

“For us, the heifer is a milestone. During the Diaspora, everything was missing. No one knew about the crown worn by the high priest, for example. Now we see that everything that was gone is slowly coming back. . . We used to say, “We don’t have this,” or “We don’t have that,” but that is no longer an excuse. We still have potential problems with the Arabs. But from above, someone is leading us to these tools. We didn’t ask for the red heifer. Suddenly it came.”

Who can dispute that the possibility of temple worship is now close to reality? Just as Rabbi Makover said: “But from above, someone is leading us to these tools.” God is closing the final chapter on the story of man’s unrighteous rule of planet earth. He is coming to the end of His dealings with the Gentiles and is preparing to rescue the remnant of Abraham’s seed. Remember that Paul said blindness would be upon the Jew until the fullness of the Gentile be brought in. Every single month that I undertake research for this newsletter I see more and more clearly the hour in which we live. Now that the Jews have a red heifer they will be able to work towards the rebuilding of the Temple. Is one needed? For those of us who believe in the coming anti-Christ just before the second coming of Jesus the answer is “Yes!”]

Even if this flask of oil had been discovered, our Lord Jesus Christ is not in need of material oil to be consecrated as a King. He said that His kingdom is not of this world. Moreover, the return of Israel to the true faith does not mean an advent of Christ to live among them as their King, but to accept His redeeming work on the Cross, so that He may reign in their hearts.

I think that the majority of those who believe in the millennium era do not understand this era as an earthly reign of our Lord over the Jews in a nation called Israel.

Those who believe in the millennium era depend on the time of a thousand years mentioned in Revelation 20. In fact this era could be understood in two ways:

1) That the Church in her struggle on earth lives in the day of the Lord, or “the Sabbath,” which started with the resurrection of the Lord, and it will never end. It will stay this way, an endless Sabbath for the saints, as they finish their strive, and finally live in eternity as an extension to their life on earth.

For the Lord, a day is as a thousand years, therefore his time was calculated to be a thousand years!

2) That it points to time (after crucifixion, or resurrection), for a thousand indicates the completeness of time.

It is the period which started on the Lord's entry into “the strong man's house and plundered his goods, after binding him” (Mark. 3:27). He always grants His children to strive, and overcome Satan. When the Antichrist comes, he will untie Satan who will mislead even the chosen ones if possible.

For sure, we can say that the Church in her struggle, in spite of her suffering pains, is living in the millennium which is the first resurrection, tasting the pledge of the heavenly places.

St. John Chrysostom says
,

[Man was the last reasonable creature, but behold! the foot became head, and through Christ, the First-born of all creation reached the royal throne.

He sanctified our nature at the divine throne, therefore St. Paul declares, “and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness towards us in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:6,7).

What is the exceeding riches of His grace? He gives His grace free for all people, for He sends the Holy Spirit to dwell in every heart. But the true believer alone realizes the exceeding riches of His grace, enjoys it, working within him and overflows. The Lord deals wondrously with His saints, but those who reject will not receive.]

Those who carry the cross with the Lord Jesus, and witness to Him until death, will enjoy here the first resurrection. But the rest who are spiritually dead, those who do not accept faith, do not enjoy the first resurrection, and fall under the eternal second death (Rev. 21:8).

We confirm what St. Augustine says
, [There will be no coming of Jesus before His last appearance for judgment, for His coming is actually happening now in the Church and in her members. As for the first resurrection in the book of Revelation, it is metaphoric, and points to the interpretation of what happens to those who die in sin, then rise for a new life through repentance. So the millennium has indeed began, for Christ has conquered death and won on the cross, and now we His saints rule with Him, and through Him.]

The belief in the millennium was not a belief standing by itself, or was given great attention, but quickly the school of Alexandria noticed the seriousness of the matter. We can see in our days how this false belief presents a dangerous and principal thought in some denominations, like the Adventist. Therefore, Origen opposed this idea; he was followed by Pope Dionysius the Alexandrian in the third century who refused the idea of the literal interpretation of the book of Revelation. Before the end of the fourth century this thought was on the point of vanishing completely in the church of Alexandria. Abroad St. Augustine, after realizing his mistake, clarified the dangerousness of the literal interpretation of the millennium, giving unresistable strong proof that it is wrong. And he considered those who proclaim it heretics.

2- Some Protestant denominations proclaimed this thought on the following bases:

First: The Lord Jesus comes to reign over His saints
 before the coming of the “man of sin,” and the occurrence of the great tribulation. Then He comes back once more to destroy the Antichrist.

Second: Israel repents, but she remains a distinct body from the Church
 and Jerusalem gets wider, embellish herself, and becomes a center for the Jewish people who will rule the world.

Third: The rebuilding of the temple and the offering of animal sacrifices.

I would not like to enter into discussions of this matter, but I will let my brethren the Protestants reply to these denominations:

1- Erdeman thinks, that these principles on which the idea of the materialistic millennium is based, are contradictory to each other and is far from the spirit of the Holy Bible.

2- Ray Sumers
, in his book, “Worthy is the Lamb,” thinks it is not appropriate to build a general skeleton comprising the last events, the divinity and the philosophy of history upon three verses (4,5,6 of chapter 20), in a literal insatiable interpretation.

3- H. Monod
 refuses the literal interpretation of the millennium, giving the following reasons:

First: The spiritual and symbolic interpretation agrees with the line of the prophets in general, and especially in the book of Revelation, in which we find the Church as a candlestand, and the ministers stars, and we do not accept it literally.

Second: Notice that St. John speaks only about “souls” v.4 who came to life and reigned with Jesus, and did not say “souls and bodies.”

Third: The literal interpretation does not agree with the other verses of the Holy Bible, which speaks about the general resurrection. It never came in the Bible that the resurrection happens twice, or in two different periods. But it appears already in Isa. 12:23, John 5:5, 8:28, 1Thess. 4:16-17, that the resurrection of the dead concerning the righteous and the wicked is followed immediately by Judgment and eternal life.

Fourth: It is impossible for us to think that the return to earth gives happiness to the righteous, who died in faith, and are settled joyfully in Paradise as God’s own!

The Jews’ mistake is represented in their desire that the Messiah rules an earthly kingdom, and the millenarians have a different view.

Fifth: If we consider the literal interpretation, what would be the case of those who are born during the millennium rule?

Now, we say that through (bodily) death, the believers are saved; as they die in peace leaving trials and misery, to depart to the Lord, but this does not happen to those who will be born in the millennium reign! They assume, it is a materialistic earthly rule where they marry and get married. How can those who are born during the millennium be rightly judged? When they neither carry the cross with the Lord Jesus, nor walk in the narrow way!

Sixth: This text is the only verse in the Holy Bible which says that the first resurrection comes before the end of the world, while great numbers of prophesies speak about the resurrection without talking about the resurrection of the bodies in a literal and materialistic way. Which is more correct? to explain all the Book and especially these prophesies in the light of this obscure text, or explain the obscure text in the light of the many and clear prophesies of the Book?

Finally, he concludes by reproaching the materialistic millenarians, hoping that a great number of souls in the church on their own would understand that this Christian kingdom is such a power, so gentle, so sweet and glorious!!

And H. Monod comes out with this result: [That Jesus Christ continues to reign, by enthroning His Bible within the person who accepts the Christian faith, at that time Christianity will not be a tool at the governments hand for politics...
 It will be a faithful expression of the way of life.]

4- J. Gible
 refuses the idea of the earthly millennium, by refuting the idea of the resurrection of the bodies to rule a visual and bodily kingdom. He says also, that the souls of the martyrs are alive, and they exercise a kind of resurrection as they taste a sort of rest, and a state of power and vitality. And somehow they practice authority with the Lord, for the amount of pain and trouble they bore at the time of their struggle for the Lord.

He also says that the saints of the Lord Jesus reign with Him in a glorious immaterial way, beyond our understanding.

He calls the millenarians, materialistic and doubtful. And he asks us to have a definite hope, not a material hope in false matters.

It is better for man to claim everything for Christ, to gain Christ, to be found in Him, and to benefit of the kingdom of heaven, knowing that the cross is the way to the crown. And not to ask for material things.

At the end, he says, that not accepting the earthly millenary rule revives consolation in the believers, when they take off their earthly tent. They know that their souls do not sleep in a state of darkness, without feelings, when their bodies are in the dust, but death becomes for them a gain.

These are some views of our brethren the Protestant, where they attack violently the idea of the earthly millennium. There is no room for more, in order to come back to the interpretation of the rest of the chapter.

``It is written that it is the 10th heifer that the Messiah will discover and here we have the 10th heifer. This is a clear sign that the Messiah is near,'' said Rabbi Ido Weber Erlich of Jerusalem in an interview on Israel Radio.

THE RED HEIFER

AND

THE COMING OF THE ANTICHRIST

The Apostle Paul wrote to us in 2 Thessalonians 2 that there would come a man of lawlessness, an anti-Christ that would sit down in God’s temple proclaiming himself to be God.

“Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to Him, we ask you, brothers, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed for destruction. He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshipped, so that he sets himself in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.” 2 Thessalonians 2:1-4 NIV

Some scholars believe that the Jewish temple must be built so that this prophecy can be fulfilled. They say “how can anyone account for the seemingly endless miracles that have occurred in recent years concerning the re-establishment of temple worship? Is it only a coincidence that the red heifer will not be able to be used until it is at least three years old, putting the date of its slaughter at the year two thousand?”

Some call this red heifer “the holy cow,” for in their view it prepares the way to the advent of  the Messiah to reign upon the Jews as\their victorious King who rules the world. On the contrary, some call  it “the Devil’s cow,” for in their view it will cause a wide world war, or it will prepare the way to the coming of the Antichrist. Others consider this matter as very trivial thing; as it is born naturally according to the natural law of genetics, but it is misused.

THE RED HEIFER

AND

THE JEWS

THE TEMPLE INSTITUTE

For the workers at “The Temple Institute,” on a rock alley inside the rebuilt Jewish quarter of Jerusalem's Old City, the arrival of the heifer is an inspiration. The institute recreates the implements of the Temple, from the pale flaxen robes worn by the priests to the golden incense jars and lyres used at prayers. There is already a portrait of the new heifer on the institute wall.

“For us, the heifer is a milestone,” said Rabbi Menachem Makover, deputy director of the institute. He also said, “During the diaspora, everything was missing. No one knew about the crown worn by the high priest, for example. Now we see that everything that was gone is slowly coming back.”

“We used to say, `We don't have this,' or `We don't have that,' but that is no longer an excuse. We still have political problems with the Arabs. But from above someone is leading us to these tools. We didn't ask for the red heifer. Suddenly it came.”
THE RELIGIOUS JEWISH COMMUNITY

The birth of the red heifer has excited sectors in the religious Jewish community. A delegation of some 25 rabbinical experts, including Rabbis Yisrael Ariel and Yoseph Elboim, visited the farm to examine the six-month old cow, and concluded that the animal meets the correct Biblical criteria for a genuine holy cow. However, the cow must be at least two years old before it can be used in a ritual sacrifice. Until then, the cow will be carefully watched to ensure that nothing occurs to invalidate its status
.

Orthodox Jews still pray three times a day for the rebuilding of the Temple. But, Jewish scholars say, most have not taken the prayer literally.

Orthodox Jews are longing for offering the sacrifice of the red heifer, and mixing  its ashes with pure water used in a ceremony which they believe they must undergo before they can enter the old Temple site in Jerusalem to start building a new structure. They regard the birth of this cow as a divine mission to build a new Temple. The site of the old Jewish temple in the Holy City is now occupied by one of Islam's holiest shrines, the Dome of the Rock and the adjoining Al-Aqsa mosque. Jewish extremists want to destroy them to make way for a new temple.

"We have been waiting 2,000 years for a sign from God, and now he has provided us with a red heifer," said Yehudah Etzion, the ringleader of the Eighties' plot to blow up the Dome, who was present at last week's inspection of the red heifer at Kfar Hassidim. "There were a couple of little white hairs which worried us, but the rabbis are satisfied that it is the red heifer referred to in the Bible," said Mr Etzion
.

Some rabbis are urging that the calf be used to breed a herd of red heifers so that such an attack not end what has been initiated.

Shore says the heifer's arrival poses other, still-unsolved problems, such as finding a ritually pure member of the priestly Cohen class to slaughter it. But many difficulties in the renewal of Jewish life in Israel have already been solved, he said, and this, too, might have a solution.

“Some people say, `Blow up the mosques,' but I don't see it that way,'' he said. “The Temple is at the core of the spiritual life of the Jews, and it must come when the Jews are truly ready for it. Of course, rebuilding the Temple may come as something violent and hostile.”

“The Temple Mount is the source of blessing for the entire world. It is not just a piece of real estate. So this opportunity we have must not be wasted.”
WORRIES AMONG THE JEWS

Not every Israeli is happy that the long-awaited red heifer has arrived. The majority of the Jews fear that extremists may try to use the symbolism surrounding Melody to destroy Muslim holy sites in Jerusalem which would launch a war with the world's 1 billion Muslims.

David Landau, a journalist with the liberal daily newspaper Haaretz, and himself an Orthodox Jew, wrote an opinion piece recently titled,  “The Red Heifer: It's No Joke,”  in which he called on Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his security services to take this problem in hand now.

Avaham Poraz, a member of the leftist Meretz Party stated, “That cow represents the risk of a massive religious war. If the fanatics get hold of it and try to take over the Temple Mount, God knows what will happen. It only takes a few crazies to endanger all our lives.”

The vast majority of Jews fiercely reject dreams of returning to the mount, content to have the one remnant of the Temple, the Western Wall, as a symbolic link to a bygone era and leave it at that. And they have been generally unworried about the zeal of a handful of Temple faithful for two reasons.

“It has always been a kind of nostalgia,” remarked Daniel Sperber, an Orthodox Jew and professor of Talmud at Bar Ilan University, outside Tel Aviv. “Most people relate the rebuilding of the Temple with the coming of the Messiah. Until he turns up, we don't have to worry much about it.”

"The potential harm from this heifer is far greater than the destructive properties of a terrorist bomb," the liberal Haaretz newspaper wrote recently, recommending that Melody be shot.

Menachem Friedman, an expert on religious affairs at Bar-Ilan University, said Melody's birth created "a very delicate situation."

"We don't know how radical groups ...will use it," he told The Associated Press. "People are looking for those signs, and talking seriously about it."

Although some Orthodox groups have been organizing trips to Kfar Hassidim to see the heifer, Shmaryahu plays down its significance as a miracle, and now even calls into doubt the authenticity of the calf as a halachically kosher red heifer. "When the cow was born, rabbis from Jerusalem came here with members of the press and immediately declared it a kosher red heifer," Shmaryahu says. "But after cleaning it we found a few white hairs in its tail, so we're not even sure it's the real thing. In fact, I never claimed that it was a real red heifer. The whole thing has been blown out of proportion."

Rabbi Mordechai Shmaryahu, a Kfar Hassidim resident and keeper of the newborn heifer, takes exception to such comments, and bemoans the media's response, which he sees as hysterical and irresponsible
. Shai Ryter, a graphic artist from Tel Aviv, said all the noise about the cow is absurd.

THE RED HEIFER

AND

THE MUSLIMS
News of the red heifer's appearance are not well received by Muslims. The site of the old Jewish temple in the Holy City is now occupied by two of Islam's holiest shrines, the Dome of the Rock and the adjoining Al-Aqsa mosque. The two mosques were built when Islam spread through the region in the 7th century.

The story of the red heifer renewed the problem between the Jews and the Muslims concerning the rebuilding of the temple in the site of the Dome of the Rock and the adjoining Al-Aqsa mosque.

This problem increases gradually, and many are afraid that it will cause a wide-world war, which nobody can predict what will be its end.
PLANNING TO DESTROY THE DOME

In 1985 a group of Jewish terrorists were jailed in Israel for planning to destroy the Dome with high explosives to make room for a new Temple that would anchor a renewed Jewish kingdom and trigger the arrival of the Messiah.

A GOVERNMENTAL DECISION TO FORBID JEWISH PRAYER IN THIS AREA

As the problem of this site is so critical, there was an attempt to issue a governmental decision that  forbids prayer on the Mount. Minister Menachem Begin protested, "I was the one who suggested the original proposal then, and the decision applied only to that specific case. We never made a decision to forbid Jewish prayer on the Temple Mount."

In February 25, 1997, a document that was presented to the Jerusalem District Court this week shows that the Government of Israel never made an official decision to forbid Jewish prayer on the Temple Mount
. The document, which was presented by the defense lawyers in the trial of Chai V'Kayam members, was prepared by the Cabinet Assistant Secretary in 1986. The implications of the document are that the Supreme Court justices were repeatedly deceived when they were told that the government had forbidden Jewish prayer.
JEWISH EXCAVATIONS IN THIS AREA

The problem of establishing a Jewish Temple in the place of the two mosques has many sides, such as the Jewish excavations in this are. The Muslims protest against the excavations in the areas of the Dome of the Rock and Al-Aqsa mosque, considering this work is planned for the destruction of these Islamic holies. Adnan Husseini, Director of the Waqf, or Islamic religious affairs department, at Al-Aqsa, issued a stern warning over what he called "illegal excavations" carried out unilaterally by Israel in Jerusalem. Husseini said, "They must stop and all these issues must be discussed."

In September 1996, Israel opened a new exit to an archeological old tunnel near the mount called Hashmaneum, Muslims rioted, saying the Jews were seeking to bring down the mosques. This time an Israeli earthmover struck huge paving stones six meters (20 feet) underground as it dug a sewer line under the vast open square next to the Western Wall, the only remnant of the former temple and the Jewish holiest site in Judaism.

Retired general Amir Drori, who heads the antiquities department said, "There is no doubt that this road dates from the Roman-Byzantine period and that of the Second Temple." Israeli archeologists said the stones were part of a roadway lined with columned arches and shops that led to the raised temple platform and was identified on ancient maps as "Cardo secundos."

Drori asked the government of allowing him for extended excavations, presenting what he called the "national project" status in hopes of having the site ready for visitors by the 50th anniversary of the Jewish state in 1998. Drori's team drew up an ambitious six to nine million-dollar plan which, in less than a year, would permit Jewish worshipers to take a 200-meter (yard) stretch of the Cardos Secondos, most of it underground, to reach the Western Wall.

The government has taken no official decision on the project, but Yaacov Bilig, the archeologist supervising the dig, said that "there is no reason to dramatize things, it's a purely tourist and archeological project
."
SPEECHES BY YASSER ARAFAT

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat recently showed a meeting of the Islamic Conference Organization in Pakistan a photo montage sold by Temple advocates that depicts the mount with the ancient Temple in the place of the two mosques.

Arafat indicated that the current battle over a Jewish housing project in East Jerusalem is but the first step on a path leading to the new Temple.

Yasser Arafat told the Arab League foreign ministers council in Cairo today (Monday Mar 31 , 1997): "They [the Israelis] have prepared a map in which the Third Temple is situated on the site of the Al-Aksa mosque. I handed out this map to the Islamic among the members of the Islamic council at the special Islamic summit recently held in Islamabad. Israel's actions are the lowest form of crime; their expression is positioning the Third Temple in Al Aksa's place. These ever-increasing conspiracies, whose goal is to make Jerusalem Jewish, unite all of us - Arabs, Muslims and Christians - in the face of these events, and appeal to our historic and national responsibility. Israel's tank maneuvers, which have Palestinian towns in a state of siege, is tantamount to a declaration of war against the Palestinian nation," he concluded
.
NETANYAHU'S DECISION

With tensions already high due to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's decision to build a Jewish neighborhood in the section of Jerusalem Palestinians consider theirs, many fear that the red heifer's arrival could create an explosive situation
.
THE LORD IS AT HAND

It is out of the emptiness of their inner hearts that many are involved in a birth of red heifer, whatever are their views, instead of trusting in the divine promises.

May our Lord Jesus Christ who is our satisfaction, attract our inner sight towards Him, granting us the true heavenly joy.

The Antichrist is coming quickly to destroy the Church of God, but our eyes are focused on our Victory-giving Lord, Jesus Christ, who truly is at hand. He is preparing a place to us in the bosom of His Father, and is pleased that we shall share Him His glory.

Your garment is red,

Great Savior!
 Grant  me O Lord, with Isaiah, to enjoy You,

I behold You coming from Edom with red garment (Isa. 63:1).

Many are involved in a red heifer which have no love towards us.

But You came willingly to us as the Priest and the Victim.

By Your abundant love You carried the sins of the whole world.

You entered the vine-press alone.

And You sacrificed Yourself on behalf of me,

who are very precious in Your eyes.
 You created me with all Your believers as Your red garment!

You sanctified me by Your precious blood, O Savior of the world.
 I’m not looking for a red heifer in this world.

I’m waiting for Your quickly advent on the cloud.

You raise me up to the bosom of Your Father by the work of Your Holy Spirit.

You grant me sharing in Your glory.

You make me a king, O King of Kings.
 I’m not asking for your coming to reign on earth,

You who lifts up my heart to your heavens!

You revealed to me that apostasy should happen.

I know that the Antichrist nearly will appear.

But my life is preserved in your hands.

My soul is hidden in your pierced side!

You will send Elijah and Enoch to help me.

You yourself will come with your angels,

And by your redeeming Cross will carry me to your glory,

You who are marvelous in your love!

.
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� The Biblical Illustrator P. 275/6.
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