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L'une ( il & gah) rh-_ 61) comprend la
Revelation a I"aide de la philosophie rationelle, I"autre dans les
documents sacres euxmemes, la premiere se sert avant tout de la
metaphysique et de la logigeue, |'autre de la Philologique et de

I"histoire.

Rudolf Schnackenburg : La theolgie du Nouveau Testament.
Desclee de Brouwer 1961, p. 13.

p oS Ll il
Joseph Bonsirven : Theologie du Nouveau Testament. —

Aubier, Editions Montaigne, Paris, 1951.
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In the most general meaning of the term theology is the

science of revealed religion. It is called positive theology when it

undertakes to make an inventory of dogme, the historical development

of which it does not hesitate to frace.

If after setting forth in order the elements of revelation, it
enriches this material with rational conclusions, in order to make of
it a vast, harmonious stucture, all of whose Parts unite and support

one anothes, it is scholastic theology.

Biblical theology is only a secton of positive theology. Of the two
sources of revealed truth. Scripture and Tradition - it draws from the
first only. Its duty is to collect the results of exegesis, to bring them
together for Comparison, to assign to them their place in the history
of revelation, the upward progress of which It endeavours to follow,
and finally to furnish thus to scholastic theology a sure foundation
thoroughly Prepared materials. In a word, biblical theology is the fruit

of exegesis and the germ of scholastic theology.
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But it is not itself either scholastic theology or exegesis. Exegesis
studies particular texts, but does not trouble itself overmuch about
their mutual relations. Its method is that of analysis. Bibilical theology
adds to analysis synthesis for it must verify the results of the
exegesis which has preceded it, before employing them to reconsiruct
a system or, rather, a line of thought. Its characteristic is synthesis.
Scholasic Theology, on the other hand, is only the putting
into form, by the reason, of the facts acquired by positive

theology. Without the foundation thus laid, it would have nothing to
stand on. Biblical theology must precede it and enlighten it, bu. must
also take good care not to encroach upon its aim or to borrow s
method, which is usually that of deduction. We may say, theretore,
that biblical theology ends where scholastic theology begins,

and begins where exegesis finishes.

(Prat (F), The Theology of Saint Paul Translated from the Eleventh
French Edition by John L. Stoddard, Volume 1, 1956 P. 1, 2).
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